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now. Then we know that the White
House is doing everything it can to
bend over backwards, the State Depart-
ment: Oh, Iran, what can we do for
you?

Okay. Now, we find out today they
are going to let them have centrifuges
spinning in their secret facility they
didn’t even disclose until we found out
about it, and they are going to let
them Kkeep having centrifuges spin
there.

Look, they will almost do anything
to get them to sign some kind of agree-
ment, bending over backwards; but
they can’t spare a minute to meet with
the leader of Israel, can’t spare the
President, Vice President, or one of the
Cabinet to come listen to Netanyahu—
oh, no.

Then, today, this outrage has come
to light, that the United States, the
Obama administration, has declassified
a document that reveals Israel’s nu-
clear program to the world, especially
to Iran and to those who want to de-
stroy Israel, so they will know exactly
what they are after, what they are up
against.
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What has happened, what has come
to light today of this administration
declassifying a document, obviously, it
is a slap at Netanyahu. It is a slap at
the Israeli people for coming out in
droves to support a group of represent-
atives that this President doesn’t ap-
prove of.

We are betraying this great ally of
ours: Israel. If you believe the Bible,
judgment will be coming down on our
country for what our elected officials
and appointed officials have done in be-
traying Israel. There will be problems
for this.

If you don’t believe the Bible, then
just use common sense. When you be-
tray your most trusted ally in this
torn-apart Middle East, then you are
going to have problems galore.

I have talked with leaders in those
countries. I can’t now because the
Speaker won’t let me go talk to them
overseas anymore. That is what you
call retribution if you don’t support
the Speaker. I get that. I am fine with
that. As a result of him canceling my
trip this weekend, I get to be on FOX
News. Anyway, thank you, Mr. Speak-
er.
Somebody needs to be friendly to our
allies and stand up against our en-
emies, and this administration is not
doing it.

This betrayal is going to do more
damage in the world than the snotty
little act that was intended to slap at
Netanyahu and the Israeli voters than
we could possibly imagine. This is just
unbelievable.

Now, if you believe that there are les-
sons worth noting in the Bible, you
could go back to King Hezekiah, who
entertained the Babylonian leaders. If
you believe the account in the Bible,
God sent Isaiah to Hezekiah and asked
him: What have you done?
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He already knew; but Hezekiah said,
in effect—and this is Texas para-
phrase—well, we met with these lovely,
wonderful leaders from Babylon, and
we showed them all of our treasure.

In the most correct translation, he
adds: And we showed them all of the
defenses we have in our arsenal.

Isaiah basically says: Because you
have done that, you fool, you will lose
the country.

This is the kind of thing that brings
down nations. It was petty, and it was
a betrayal, and people need to be called
to account for it.

I yield back the balance of my time.

——————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. PAYNE (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of foot
surgery.

———

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

AMENDMENT TO THE RULES OF THE COMMITTEE
ON HOMELAND SECURITY FOR THE 114TH CON-
GRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
Washington, DC, March 26, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to clause 2(a)
of rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I submit the Rules of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security for the 114th
Congress for publication in the Congres-
sional Record. On January 21, 2015, the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security met in open
session and adopted these Committee Rules
by unanimous consent, a quorum being
present; on March 26, 2015, the Committee
agreed to modify the Committee Rules, by
voice vote, a quorum being present. Attached
are the Rules of Committee on Homeland Se-
curity for the 114th Congress, as amended.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL,
Chairman.

Enclosure.

Adopted January 21, 2015

Modified March 26, 2015

RULE I.—GENERAL PROVISIONS.

(A) Applicability of the Rules of the U.S.
House of Representatives.—The Rules of the
U.S. House of Representatives (the ‘‘House’’)
are the rules of the Committee on Homeland
Security (the ‘“Committee’) and its sub-
committees insofar as applicable.

(B) Applicability to Subcommittees.—Except
where the terms ‘‘Full Committee” and
‘“‘subcommittee’ are specifically mentioned,
the following rules shall apply to the Com-
mittee’s subcommittees and their respective
Chairmen and Ranking Minority Members to
the same extent as they apply to the Full
Committee and its Chairman and Ranking
Minority Member.

(C) Appointments by the Chairman.—Clause
2(d) of Rule XI of the House shall govern the
designation of a Vice Chairman of the Full
Committee.

(D) Recommendation of Conferees.—When-
ever the Speaker of the House is to appoint
a conference committee on a matter within
the jurisdiction of the Full Committee, the
Chairman shall recommend to the Speaker
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of the House conferees from the Full Com-
mittee. In making recommendations of Mi-
nority Members as conferees, the Chairman
shall do so with the concurrence of the
Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee.

(E) Motions to Disagree.—The Chairman is
authorized to offer a motion under clause 1
of Rule XXII of the Rules of the House when-
ever the Chairman considers it appropriate.

(F) Committee Website.—The Chairman shall
maintain an official Committee web site for
the purposes of furthering the Committee’s
legislative and oversight responsibilities, in-
cluding communicating information about
the Committee’s activities to Committee
Members, other Members, and the public at
large. The Ranking Minority Member may
maintain a similar web site for the same pur-
poses. The official Committee web site shall
display a link on its home page to the web
site maintained by the Ranking Minority
Member.

(G) Activity Report.—Not later than Janu-
ary 2 of each odd numbered year, the Com-
mittee shall submit to the House a report on
the activities of the Committee. After ad-
journment sine die of the last regular session
of a Congress, or after December 15 of an
even-numbered year, whichever occurs first,
the Chair may file the report with the Clerk
at any time and without approval of the
Committee provided that a copy of the re-
port has been available to each Member of
the Committee for at least seven calendar
days and the report includes any supple-
mental, minority, additional, or dissenting
views submitted by a Member of the Com-
mittee.

RULE II.—COMMITTEE PANELS

(A) Designation.—The Chairman of the Full
Committee, with the concurrence of the
Ranking Minority Member, may designate a
panel of the Committee consisting of Mem-
bers of the Committee to inquire into and
take testimony on a matter or matters that
warrant enhanced consideration and to re-
port to the Committee.

(B) Duration.—No panel appointed by the
Chairman shall continue in existence for
more than six months after the appointment.

(C) Party Ratios and Appointment—The ratio
of Majority to Minority Members shall be
comparable to the Full Committee, con-
sistent with the party ratios established by
the Majority party, with all Majority mem-
bers of the panels appointed by the Chairman
of the Committee and all Minority members
appointed by the Ranking Minority Member
of the Committee. The Chairman of the Com-
mittee shall choose one of the Majority
Members so appointed who does not cur-
rently chair another Subcommittee of the
Committee to serve as Chairman of the
panel. The Ranking Minority Member of the
Committee shall similarly choose the Rank-
ing Minority Member of the panel.

(D) Ex Officio Members.—The Chairman and
Ranking Minority Member of the Full Com-
mittee may serve as ex-officio Members of
each committee panel but are not authorized
to vote on matters that arise before a com-
mittee panel and shall not be counted to sat-
isfy the quorum requirement for any purpose
other than taking testimony.

(E) Jurisdiction.—No panel shall have legis-
lative jurisdiction.

(F) Applicability of Committee Rules.—Any
designated panel shall be subject to all Com-
mittee Rules herein.

RULE III—SUBCOMMITTEES.

(A) Generally.—The Full Committee shall
be organized into the following six standing
subcommittees and each shall have specific
responsibility for such measures or matters
as the Chairman refers to it:

(1) Subcommittee on Counterterrorism and
Intelligence;
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(2) Subcommittee on Border and Maritime
Security;

(3) Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Infra-
structure Protection and Security Tech-
nologies;

(4) Subcommittee on Oversight and Man-
agement Efficiency;

(5) Subcommittee on Transportation Secu-
rity; and

(6) Subcommittee on Emergency Prepared-
ness, Response and Communications.

(B) Selection and Ratio of Subcommittee Mem-
bers.—The Chairman and Ranking Minority
Member of the Full Committee shall select
their respective Members of each sub-
committee. The ratio of Majority to Minor-
ity Members shall be comparable to the Full
Committee, consistent with the party ratios
established by the Majority party, except
that each subcommittee shall have at least
two more Majority Members than Minority
Members.

(C) Ex Officio Members.—The Chairman and
Ranking Minority Member of the Full Com-
mittee shall be ex officio members of each
subcommittee but are not authorized to vote
on matters that arise before each sub-
committee. The Chairman and Ranking Mi-
nority Member of the Full Committee shall
only be counted to satisfy the quorum re-
quirement for the purpose of taking testi-
mony and receiving evidence.

(D) Powers and Duties of Subcommittees.—
Except as otherwise directed by the Chair-
man of the Full Committee, each sub-
committee is authorized to meet, hold hear-
ings, receive testimony, mark up legislation,
and report to the Full Committee on all mat-
ters within its purview. Subcommittee
Chairmen shall set hearing and meeting
dates only with the approval of the Chair-
man of the Full Committee. To the greatest
extent practicable, no more than one meet-
ing and hearing should be scheduled for a
given time.

(E) Special Voting Provision.—If a tie vote
occurs in a Subcommittee on the question of
forwarding any measure to the Full Com-
mittee, the measure shall be placed on the
agenda for Full Committee consideration as
if it had been ordered reported by the Sub-
committee without recommendation.

RULE IV.—TIME OF MEETINGS.

(A) Regular Meeting Date.—The regular
meeting date and time for the transaction of
business of the Full Committee shall be at
10:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday that the
House is in Session each month, unless oth-
erwise directed by the Chairman.

(B) Additional Meetings.—At the discretion
of the Chairman, additional meetings of the
Committee may be scheduled for the consid-
eration of any legislation or other matters
pending before the Committee or to conduct
other Committee business. The Committee
shall meet for such purposes pursuant to the
call of the Chairman.

(C) Consideration—Except in the case of a
special meeting held under clause 2(c)(2) of
House Rule XI, the determination of the
business to be considered at each meeting of
the Committee shall be made by the Chair-
man.

RULE V.—NOTICE AND PUBLICATION.

(A) Notice.—

(1) Hearings.—Pursuant to clause 2(g)(3) of
rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Chairman of the Com-
mittee shall make public announcement of
the date, place, and subject matter of any
hearing before the Full Committee or sub-
committee, which may not commence earlier
than one week after such notice. However, if
the Chairman of the Committee, with the
concurrence of the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, determines that there is good cause to
begin the hearing sooner, or if the Com-
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mittee so determines by majority vote, a
quorum being present for the transaction of
business, the Chairman shall make the an-
nouncement at the earliest possible date.
The names of all witnesses scheduled to ap-
pear at such hearing shall be provided to
Members no later than 48 hours prior to the
commencement of such hearing.

(2) Meetings.—The date, time, place and
subject matter of any meeting, which could
be a briefing, other than a hearing or a regu-
larly scheduled meeting, may not commence
earlier than the third day on which Members
have notice thereof except in the case of a
special meeting called under clause 2(c)(2) of
House Rule XI. These notice requirements
may be waived if the Chairman with the con-
currence of the Ranking Minority Member,
determines that there is good cause to begin
the meeting sooner or if the Committee so
determines by majority vote, a quorum being
present for the transaction of business.

(a) At least 48 hours prior to the com-
mencement of a meeting for the markup of
legislation, or at the time of announcement
of the meeting, if less than 48 hours under
Rule V(A)(2), the text of such legislation to
be marked up shall be provided to the Mem-
bers, made publicly available in electronic
form, and posted on the official Committee
web site.

(b) Not later than 24 hours after concluding
a meeting to consider legislation, the text of
such legislation as ordered forwarded or re-
ported, including any amendments adopted
or defeated, shall be made publicly available
in electronic form and posted on the official
Committee web site.

(3) Publication—The meeting or hearing
announcement shall be promptly published
in the Daily Digest portion of the Congres-
sional Record. To the greatest extent prac-
ticable, meeting announcements shall be en-
tered into the Committee scheduling service
of the House Information Resources.

RULE VI.—OPEN MEETINGS AND HEARINGS;
BROADCASTING.

(A) Open Meetings.—All meetings and hear-
ings of the Committee shall be open to the
public including to radio, television, and
still photography coverage, except as pro-
vided by Rule XI of the Rules of the House or
when the Committee, in open session and
with a majority present, determines by re-
corded vote that all or part of the remainder
of that hearing on that day shall be closed to
the public because disclosure of testimony,
evidence, or other matters to be considered
would endanger the national security, com-
promise sensitive law enforcement informa-
tion, tend to defame, degrade or incriminate
a witness, or violate any law or rule of the
House of Representatives.

(B) Broadcasting.—Whenever any hearing or
meeting conducted by the Committee is open
to the public, the Committee shall permit
that hearing or meeting to be covered by tel-
evision broadcast, intemet broadcast, print
media, and still photography, or by any of
such methods of coverage, in accordance
with the provisions of clause 4 of Rule XI of
the Rules of the House. Operation and use of
any Committee operated broadcast system
shall be fair and nonpartisan and in accord-
ance with clause 4(b) of Rule XI and all other
applicable rules of the Committee and the
House. Priority shall be given by the Com-
mittee to members of the Press Galleries.
Pursuant to clause 2(e) of rule XI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, the
Committee shall, to the greatest extent
practicable, provide audio and video cov-
erage of each hearing or meeting in a man-
ner that allows the public to easily listen to
and view the proceedings and shall maintain
the recordings of such coverage in a manner
that is easily accessible to the public.
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(C) Transcripts.—A transcript shall be made
of the testimony of each witness appearing
before the Committee during a Committee
hearing. All transcripts of meetings or hear-
ings that are open to the public shall be
made available.

RULE VII.—PROCEDURES FOR MEETINGS AND

HEARINGS.

(A) Opening Statements.—At any meeting of
the Committee, the Chairman and Ranking
Minority Member shall be entitled to present
oral opening statements of five minutes
each. Other Members may submit written
opening statements for the record. The
Chairman presiding over the meeting may
permit additional opening statements by
other Members of the Full Committee or of
that subcommittee, with the concurrence of
the Ranking Minority Member.

(B) The Five-Minute Rule.—The time any
one Member may address the Committee on
any bill, motion, or other matter under con-
sideration by the Committee shall not ex-
ceed five minutes, and then only when the
Member has been recognized by the Chair-
man, except that this time limit may be ex-
tended when permitted by unanimous con-
sent.

(C) Postponement of Vote.—The Chairman
may postpone further proceedings when a
record vote is ordered on the question of ap-
proving any measure or matter or adopting
an amendment. The Chairman may resume
proceedings on a postponed vote at any time,
provided that all reasonable steps have been
taken to notify Members of the resumption
of such proceedings, including circulation of
notice by the Clerk of the Committee, or
other designee of the Chair. When pro-
ceedings resume on a postponed question,
notwithstanding any intervening order for
the previous question, an underlying propo-
sition shall remain subject to further debate
or amendment to the same extent as when
the question was postponed.

(D) Contempt Procedures.—No recommenda-
tion that a person be cited for contempt of
Congress shall be forwarded to the House un-
less and until the Full Committee has, upon
notice to all its Members, met and consid-
ered the alleged contempt. The person to be
cited for contempt shall be afforded, upon
notice of at least 72 hours, an opportunity to
state why he or she should not be held in
contempt prior to a vote of the Full Com-
mittee, with a quorum being present, on the
question whether to forward such rec-
ommendation to the House. Such statement
shall be, in the discretion of the Chairman,
either in writing or in person before the Full
Committee.

(E) Record.—Members may have 10 business
days to submit to the Chief Clerk of the
Committee their statements for the record,
and, in the case of a hearing, additional
questions for the hearing record to be di-
rected towards a witness at the hearing.

RULE VIII.—WITNESSES.

(A) Questioning of Witnesses.—

(1) Questioning of witnesses by Members
will be conducted under the five- minute rule
unless the Committee adopts a motion per-
mitted by clause 2(j)(2) of House Rule XI.

(2) In questioning witnesses under the five-
minute rule, the Chairman and the Ranking
Minority Member shall first be recognized.
In a subcommittee meeting or hearing, the
Chairman and Ranking Minority Member of
the Full Committee are then recognized. All
other Members who are present before the
commencement of the meeting or hearing
will be recognized in the order of seniority
on the Committee, alternating between Ma-
jority and Minority Members. Committee
Members arriving after the commencement
of the hearing shall be recognized in order of
appearance, alternating between Majority
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and Minority Members, after all Members
present at the beginning of the hearing have
been recognized. Each Member shall be rec-
ognized at least once before any Member is
given a second opportunity to question a
witness.

(3) The Chairman, in consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member, or the Com-
mittee by motion, may permit an extension
of the period of questioning of a witness be-
yond five minutes but the time allotted must
be equally apportioned to the Majority party
and the Minority and may not exceed one
hour in the aggregate.

(4) The Chairman, in consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member, or the Com-
mittee by motion, may permit Committee
staff of the Majority and Minority to ques-
tion a witness for a specified period of time,
but the time allotted must be equally appor-
tioned to the Majority and Minority staff
and may not exceed one hour in the aggre-
gate.

(B) Minority Witnesses.—Whenever a hear-
ing is conducted by the Committee upon any
measure or matter, the Minority party Mem-
bers on the Committee shall be entitled,
upon request to the Chairman by a majority
of those Minority Members before the com-
pletion of such hearing, to call witnesses se-
lected by the Minority to testify with re-
spect to that measure or matter during at
least one day of hearing thereon.

(C) Oath or Affirmation.—The Chairman of
the Committee or any Member designated by
the Chairman, may administer an oath to
any witness.

(D) Statements by Witnesses.—

(1) Consistent with the notice given, and to
the greatest extent practicable, witnesses
shall submit a prepared or written statement
for the record of the proceedings (including,
where practicable, an electronic copy) with
the Clerk of the Committee no less than 48
hours in advance of the witness’s appearance
before the Committee. Unless the 48 hour re-
quirement is waived or otherwise modified
by the Chairman, after consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member, the failure to
comply with this requirement may result in
the exclusion of the written testimony from
the healing record and/or the barring of an
oral presentation of the testimony. The
Clerk of the Committee shall provide any
such prepared or written statement sub-
mitted to the Clerk prior to the hearing to
the Members of the Committee prior to the
commencement of the hearing.

(2) In the case of a witness appearing in a
non-governmental capacity, a written state-
ment of proposed testimony shall include a
curriculum vita and a disclosure of any Fed-
eral grants or contracts, or contracts or pay-
ments originating with a foreign govern-
ment, received during the current calendar
year or either of the two preceding calendar
years by the witness or by an entity rep-
resented by the witness and related to the
subject matter of the hearing. Such disclo-
sures shall include the amount and source of
each Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or
contract (or subcontract thereof) related to
the subject matter of the hearing, and the
amount and country of origin of any pay-
ment or contract related to the subject mat-
ter jurisdiction of the hearing originating
with a foreign government. Such statements,
with the appropriate redactions to protect
the privacy or security of the witness, shall
be made publicly available in electronic form
not later than one day after the witness ap-
pears.

RULE IX.—QUORUM.

Quorum Requirements.—Two Members shall
constitute a quorum for purposes of taking
testimony and receiving evidence. One-third
of the Members of the Committee shall con-
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stitute a quorum for conducting business, ex-
cept for (1) reporting a measure or rec-
ommendation; (2) closing Committee meet-
ings to the public, pursuant to Committee
Rule IV; (3) any other action for which an ac-
tual majority quorum is required by any rule
of the House of Representatives or by law.
The Chairman’s staff shall consult with the
Ranking Minority Member’s staff when
scheduling meetings and hearings, to ensure
that a quorum for any purpose will include
at least one Minority Member of the Com-
mittee.
RULE X.—DECORUM.

(A) Breaches of Decorum.—The Chairman
may punish breaches of order and decorum,
by censure and exclusion from the hearing;
and the Committee may cite the offender to
the House for contempt.

(B) Access to Dais.—Access to the dais be-
fore, during, and after a hearing, markup, or
other meeting of the Committee shall be
limited to Members and staff of the Com-
mittee. Subject to availability of space on
the dais, Committee Members’ personal staff
may be present on the dais during a hearing
if their employing Member is seated on the
dais and during a markup or other meeting if
their employing Member is the author of a
measure or amendment under consideration
by the Committee, but only during the time
that the measure or amendment is under ac-
tive consideration by the Committee, or oth-
erwise at the discretion of the Chairman, or
of the Ranking Minority Member for per-
sonal staff employed by a Minority Member.

(C) Wireless Communications Use Prohib-
ited.—During a hearing, mark-up, or other
meeting of the Committee, ringing or audi-
ble sounds or conversational use of cellular
telephones or other electronic devices is pro-
hibited in the Committee room.

RULE XI.—REFERRALS TO SUBCOMMITTEES.

Referral of Bills and Other Matters by Chair-
man.—Except for bills and other matters re-
tained by the Chairman for Full Committee
consideration, each bill or other matter re-
ferred to the Full Committee shall be re-
ferred by the Chairman to one or more sub-
committees within two weeks of receipt by
the Committee. In referring any measure or
matter to a subcommittee, the Chair may
specify a date by which the subcommittee
shall report thereon to the Full Committee.
Bills or other matters referred to sub-
committees may be reassigned or discharged
by the Chairman.

RULE XII.—SUBPOENAS.

(A) Authorization.—The power to authorize
and issue subpoenas is delegated to the
Chairman of the Full Committee, as pro-
vided for under clause 2(m)(3)(A)(i) of Rule
XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives. The Chairman shall notify the Rank-
ing Minority Member prior to issuing any
subpoena under such authority. To the ex-
tent practicable, the Chairman shall consult
with the Ranking Minority Member at least
24 hours in advance of a subpoena being
issued under such authority, excluding Sat-
urdays, Sundays, and Federal holidays. The
Chairman of the Full Committee shall notify
Members of the Committee of the authoriza-
tion and issuance of a subpoena under this
rule as soon as practicable, but in no event
later than one week after service of such
subpoena.

(B) Disclosure.—Provisions may be included
in a subpoena with the concurrence of the
Chairman and the Ranking Minority Member
of the Full Committee, or by the Committee,
to prevent the disclosure of the Full Com-
mittee’s demands for information when
deemed necessary for the security of infor-
mation or the progress of an investigation,
including but not limited to prohibiting the
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revelation by witnesses and their counsel of
Full Committee’s inquiries.

(C) Subpoena duces tecum.—A subpoena
duces tecum may be issued whose return to
the Committee Clerk shall occur at a time
and place other than that of a regularly
scheduled meeting.

RULE XIII.—COMMITTEE STAFF.

(A) Generally.—Committee staff members
are subject to the provisions of clause 9 of
House Rule X and must be eligible to be con-
sidered for routine access to classified infor-
mation.

(B) Staff Assignments.—For purposes of
these rules, Committee staff means the em-
ployees of the Committee, detailees, fellows,
or any other person engaged by contract or
otherwise to perform services for, or at the
request of, the Committee. All such persons
shall be either Majority, Minority, or shared
staff. The Chairman shall appoint, supervise,
where applicable determine remuneration of,
and may remove Majority staff The Ranking
Minority Member shall appoint, supervise,
where applicable determine remuneration of,
and may remove Minority staff. In consulta-
tion with the Ranking Minority Member, the
Chairman may appoint, supervise, determine
remuneration of and may remove shared
staff that is assigned to service of the Com-
mittee. The Chairman shall certify Com-
mittee staff appointments, including ap-
pointments by the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, as required.

(C) Divulgence of Information.—Prior to the
public acknowledgement by the Chairman or
the Committee of a decision to initiate an
investigation of a particular person, entity,
or subject, no member of the Committee
staff shall knowingly divulge to any person
any information, including non-classified in-
formation, which comes into his or her pos-
session by virtue of his or her status as a
member of the Committee staff, if the mem-
ber of the Committee staff has a reasonable
expectation that such information may alert
the subject of a Committee investigation to
the existence, nature, or substance of such
investigation, unless authorized to do so by
the Chairman or the Committee.

RULE XIV.—COMMITTEE MEMBER AND
COMMITTEE STAFF TRAVEL.

(A) Approval of Travel.—Consistent with
the primary expense resolution and such ad-
ditional expense resolutions as may have
been approved, travel to be reimbursed from
funds set aside for the Committee for any
Committee Member or Committee staff shall
be paid only upon the prior authorization of
the Chairman. Travel may be authorized by
the Chairman for any Committee Member or
Committee staff only in connection with of-
ficial Committee business, such as the at-
tendance of hearings conducted by the Com-
mittee and meetings, conferences, site visits,
and investigations that involve activities or
subject matters under the general jurisdic-
tion of the Full Committee.

(1) Proposed Travel by Majority Party Com-
mittee Members and Committee Staff.—In the
case of proposed travel by Majority party
Committee Members or Committee staff, be-
fore such authorization is given, there shall
be submitted to the Chairman in writing the
following: (a) the purpose of the travel; (b)
the dates during which the travel is to be
made and the date or dates of the event for
which the travel is being made; (¢) the loca-
tion of the event for which the travel is to be
made; (d) the estimated total cost of the
travel; and (e) the names of Members and
staff seeking authorization. On the basis of
that information, the Chairman shall deter-
mine whether the proposed travel is for offi-
cial Committee business, concerns a subject
matter under the jurisdiction of the Full
Committee, and is not excessively costly in
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view of the Committee business proposed to
be conducted.

(2) Proposed Travel by Minority Party Com-
mittee Members and Committee Staff.—In the
case of proposed travel by Minority party
Committee Members or Committee staff, the
Ranking Minority Member shall provide to
the Chairman a written representation set-
ting forth the information specified in items
(a), (b), (¢), (d) and (e) of subparagraph (1)
and his or her determination that such trav-
el complies with the other requirements of
subparagraph (1).

(B) Foreign Travel.—Committee Member
and Committee staff requests for foreign
travel must include a written representation
setting forth the information specified in
items (a), (b), (¢), (d) and (e) of subparagraph
(A)(1) and be submitted to the Chairman and,
absent extenuating circumstances, to the
Ranking Minority Member, not fewer than
ten business days prior to the start of the
travel. Within thirty days of the conclusion
of any such foreign travel authorized under
this rule, there shall be submitted to the
Chairman a written report summarizing the
information gained as a result of the travel
in question, or other Committee objectives
served by such travel. The requirements of
this section may be waived or abridged by
the Chairman.

(C) Compliance with Committee Travel Policy
and Guidelines.—Travel must be in accord-
ance with the Committee Travel Policy and
Guidelines, as well as with House Rules, the
Travel Guidelines and Regulations and any
additional guidance set forth by the Com-
mittee on Ethics and the Committee on
House Administration. Committee Members
and staff shall follow these rules, policies,
guidelines, and regulations in requesting and
proceeding with any Committee-related
travel.

RULE XV.—CLASSIFIED AND CONTROLLED
UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION.

(A) Security Precautions.—Committee staff
offices, including Majority and Minority of-
fices, shall operate under strict security pre-
cautions administered by the Security Offi-
cer of the Committee. A security officer
shall be on duty at all times during normal
office hours. Classified documents and con-
trolled unclassified information (CUI—for-
merly known as sensitive but unclassified
(SBU) information—may be destroyed, dis-
cussed, examined, handled, reviewed, stored,
transported and used only in an appro-
priately secure manner in accordance with
all applicable laws, executive orders, and
other governing authorities. Such documents
may be removed from the Committee’s of-
fices only in furtherance of official Com-
mittee business. Appropriate security proce-
dures, as determined by the Chairman in
consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member, shall govern the handling of such
documents removed from the Committee’s
offices.

(B) Temporary Custody of Executive Branch
Material—Executive branch documents or
other materials containing classified infor-
mation in any form that were not made part
of the record of a Committee hearing, did not
originate in the Committee or the House,
and are not otherwise records of the Com-
mittee shall, while in the custody of the
Committee, be segregated and maintained by
the Committee in the same manner as Com-
mittee records that are classified. Such doc-
uments and other materials shall be re-
turned to the Executive branch agency from
which they were obtained at the earliest
practicable time.

(C) Access by Committee Staff.—Access to
classified information supplied to the Com-
mittee shall be limited to Committee staff
members with appropriate security clear-
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ances and a need-toknow, as determined by
the Chairman or Ranking Minority Member,
and under the direction of the Majority or
Minority Staff Directors.

(D) Maintaining Confidentiality.—No Com-
mittee Member or Committee staff shall dis-
close, in whole or in part or by way of sum-
mary, to any person who is not a Committee
Member or authorized Committee staff for
any purpose or in connection with any pro-
ceeding, judicial or otherwise, any testimony
given before the Committee in executive ses-
sion except for purposes of obtaining an offi-
cial classification of such testimony. Classi-
fied information and controlled unclassified
information (CUI) shall be handled in accord-
ance with all applicable laws, executive or-
ders, and other governing authorities and
consistently with the provisions of these
rules and Committee procedures.

(E) Oath.—Before a Committee Member or
Committee staff may have access to classi-
fied information, the following oath (or affir-
mation) shall be executed:

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will
not disclose any classified information re-
ceived in the course of my service on the
Committee on Homeland Security, except as
authorized by the Committee or the House of
Representatives or in accordance with the
Rules of such Committee or the Rules of the
House.

Copies of the executed oath (or affirma-
tion) shall be retained by the Clerk of the
Committee as part of the records of the Com-
mittee.

(F) Disciplinary Action.—The Chairman
shall immediately consider disciplinary ac-
tion in the event any Committee Member or
Committee staff member fails to conform to
the provisions of these rules governing the
disclosure of classified or unclassified infor-
mation. Such disciplinary action may in-
clude, but shall not be limited to, immediate
dismissal from the Committee staff, criminal
referral to the Justice Department, and noti-
fication of the Speaker of the House. With
respect to Minority staff, the Chairman shall
consider such disciplinary action in con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber.

RULE XVI.—COMMITTEE RECORDS.

(A) Committee Records.—Committee Records
shall constitute all data, charts and files in
possession of the Committee and shall be
maintained in accordance with clause 2(e) of
House Rule XI.

(B) Legislative Calendar.—The Clerk of the
Committee shall maintain a printed calendar
for the information of each Committee Mem-
ber showing any procedural or legislative
measures considered or scheduled to be con-
sidered by the Committee, and the status of
such measures and such other matters as the
Committee determines shall be included. The
calendar shall be revised from time to time
to show pertinent changes. A copy of such re-
visions shall be made available to each Mem-
ber of the Committee upon request.

(C) Members Right To Access.—Members of
the Committee and of the House shall have
access to all official Committee Records. Ac-
cess to Committee files shall be limited to
examination within the Committee offices at
reasonable times. Access to Committee
Records that contain classified information
shall be provided in a manner consistent
with these rules.

(D) Removal of Committee Records.—Files
and records of the Committee are not to be
removed from the Committee offices. No
Committee files or records that are not made
publicly available shall be photocopied by
any Member.

(E) Executive Session Records.—Evidence or
testimony received by the Committee in ex-
ecutive session shall not be released or made
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available to the public unless agreed to by
the Committee. Such information may be
made available to appropriate government
personnel for purposes of classification. Such
information Members may examine the
Conunittee’s executive session records, but
may not make copies of, or take personal
notes from, such records.

(F) Availability of Committee Records.—The
Committee shall keep a complete record of
all Committee action including recorded
votes and attendance at hearings and meet-
ings. Information so available for public in-
spection shall include a description of each
amendment, motion, order, or other propo-
sition, including the name of the Member
who offered the amendment, motion, order,
or other proposition, and the name of each
Member voting for and each Member voting
against each such amendment, motion,
order, or proposition, as well as the names of
those Members present but not voting. Such
record shall be made available to the public
at reasonable times within the Committee
offices and also made publicly available in
electronic form and posted on the official
Committee web site within 48 hours of such
record vote.

(G) Separate and Distinct.—All Committee
records and files must be kept separate and
distinct from the office records of the Mem-
bers serving as Chairman and Ranking Mi-
nority Member. Records and files of Mem-
bers’ personal offices shall not be considered
records or files of the Committee.

(H) Disposition of Committee Records.—At
the conclusion of each Congress, non-current
records of the Committee shall be delivered
to the Archivist of the United States in ac-
cordance with Rule VII of the Rules of the
House.

(I) Archived Records.—The records of the
Committee at the National Archives and
Records Administration shall be made avail-
able for public use in accordance with Rule
VII of the Rules of the House. The Chairman
shall notify the Ranking Minority Member
of any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or
clause 4(b) of the Rule, to withhold a record
otherwise available, and the matter shall be
presented to the Committee for a determina-
tion on the written request of any member of
the Committee. The Chairman shall consult
with the Ranking Minority Member on any
communication from the Archivist of the
United States or the Clerk of the House con-
cerning the disposition of noncurrent records
pursuant to clause 3(b) of the Rule.

RULE XVIL.—COMMITTEE RULES.

(A) Availability of Committee Rules in Elec-
tronic Form.—Pursuant to clause 2(a) of rule
XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the Committee shall make its rules
publicly available in electronic form and
posted on the official Committee web site
and shall submit such rules for publication
in the Congressional Record not later than 30
days after the Chairman of the Committee is
elected in each odd-numbered year.

(B) Changes to Committee Rules.—These
rules may be modified, amended, or repealed
by the Full Committee provided that a no-
tice in writing of the proposed change has
been given to each Member at least 48 hours
prior to the meeting at which action thereon
is to be taken and such changes are not in-
consistent with the Rules of the House of
Representatives.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to the order of the House of today,
I move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 3 minutes p.m.),
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