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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Master of our hopes and dreams, who
constantly works for the good of those
who love You, teach us to strive to be
faithful. As we anticipate a long and
challenging day, remind us that You
call us not to success but to faithful-
ness.

Give our Senators and the members
of their staffs the wisdom to make the
commitment to be true to You and to
serve Your purposes. Let not discord-
ant notes destroy the melody of their
labors as they seek Your counsel and
wisdom.

Lord, guide our great Nation. Help it
to be a lighthouse to a dark and turbu-
lent world. Prosper the works of our
hands until the kingdoms of this world
become the springboard for Your eter-
nal reign.

We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HELLER). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

——————

A BALANCED BUDGET

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, for
years, the Democrat-led Senate refused
to pass a balanced budget. It usually
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failed to produce any budget at all.
Maybe this made the special interests
happy, but it was infuriating for many
in the middle class. These Americans
called for change.

Today, a Senate under new manage-
ment is delivering that change. The
new Senate is prepared to pass a bal-
anced budget with ideas that could
boost jobs, raise annual wages by as
much as $5,000 per family, and drive
economic growth for hard-working
Americans. That is what the non-
partisan Congressional Budget Office
tells us, and it is no wonder.

This balanced budget would embrace
the energy revolution and allow for
more environmentally responsible in-
novations. It would repeal unfair taxes
such as those in ObamaCare and set the
table for more comprehensive replace-
ment of the outdated Tax Code with
one that is simpler and more effective.
And it would provide tools finally to
repeal and replace ObamaCare itself,
leaving the law’s higher costs and bro-
ken promises where they belong—in
the past—in favor of a fresh start and
the opportunity for real health reform.

So while this balanced budget might
upset special interests, that is OK, be-
cause it is focused on the middle class
instead. It is focused on helping the
most vulnerable too.

Here is what we know about impor-
tant programs such as Medicare. We
can make commonsense improvements
to save these programs today or we can
allow draconian cuts to fall on the
most vulnerable in the years ahead.
These are essentially our only two op-
tions. We can’t tax the problem away.
Denying the facts won’t help either.

So we invite all of our friends to join
us as positive reformers, not insensi-
tive deniers. Let’s work together to im-
prove Medicaid as this balanced budget
proposes. While our balanced budget
cannot solve every challenge, it will
move us further down the path of posi-
tive reform. It will make government
more efficient, more effective, and
more accountable to the middle class.

The budget also contains a good-faith
compromise to begin the legislative
process for the Defense authorization
bill we will consider later this year,
when additional OCO funds can be pru-
dently reallocated against the actual
procurement and modernization needs
of our military, if only for the coming
fiscal year. This is the best strategy,
short of revising the BCA, for keeping
faith with our armed services, and it is
the best option we currently have for
leaving the next President in a better
position to face global challenges.

So I wish to thank Chairman ENZI for
all of his good work in putting this bal-
anced budget together. It certainly
wasn’t easy. It is a good balanced budg-
et that everyone should want to sup-
port.

That is especially true when we com-
pare it to the other alternatives here.
It is the only alternative, actually,
since our friends still don’t seem to be
in the habit of producing a budget of
their own.

The alternative on offer was the
budget we voted on Tuesday from
President Obama. Someone called it
the left’s dream budget. But that
dream ended up being so unserious and
embarrassing that not more than a sin-
gle Democrat could muster the courage
to vote for it. In a way, it is hard to
blame our friends. It would be pretty
embarrassing and insensitive to sup-
port a budget that contains trillions
more in overspending, almost $2 tril-
lion more in taxes, and hardly any seri-
ous ideas to save the programs for the
most vulnerable.

No wonder this budget went down in
flames 98 to 1—98 to 1. That was the
vote on the President’s budget. That
98, by the way, was against the Presi-
dent’s budget.

So only one budget remains. It is a
balanced budget that will focus on
growth, common sense, and the middle
class. It isn’t perfect, but it does rep-
resent honest compromise and the
promise of a better tomorrow.
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If Senators would prefer to amend it,
they will have that opportunity this
evening. Members of both parties will
be able to offer amendments. I know
many of our friends across the aisle are
eager to do that. Republicans will have
their chance too. There is a lot we ex-
pect to consider.

For instance, do Senators want to be
seen supporting a policy that costs up
to a million jobs or will they stand tall
for American jobs instead? Will Sen-
ators support more tired tax hikes or
will they support the jobs those higher
taxes threaten to destroy? And do Sen-
ators want to raise the cost of energy
or do they want to see the American
people reap benefits of our energy revo-
lution?

So tonight, the American people will
have their voices heard again in the
Senate under new management. They
will see a new Congress that is back to
work again and on their behalf. After
considering all of these amendments,
we will take a vote. When the budget
passes, we will conference with the
House. That is how this process has
worked historically. It is what the
American people have a right to expect
now, and that is what we hope to see
again shortly.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mi-
nority leader is recognized.

———

THE VOTE-ARAMA

Mr. REID. Mr. President, before the
Republican leader leaves, in the weath-
er reports today, they forecast snow
starting late today. Maybe that will
calm down the generosity of the offer-
ing of amendments today, because
snow is going to continue until tomor-
row.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I would say to my
friend, the Democratic leader, the his-
tory of this exercise is that the late-
ness of the evening affects the number
of amendments we have, and we will
finish the process just as early as Mem-
bers would like to finish the process.

I know the Democratic leader and I
both look forward to it.

———

THE BUDGET

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I appreciate
the cooperation between Senator SAND-
ERS and Senator ENZI in our arriving at
the point we are now. The Republicans
have a totally different vision of what
the country is and should be than we
have, but the debate between these two
good Senators has been civil. It has
been very polite. It is the way things
should happen around here. So I appre-
ciate that very much.

The Republican budget makes clear
the priorities of the Republicans. Re-
publicans would get two-thirds of their
cuts from low-income Americans, but
they would not plug one single loop-
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hole for corporations or the rich—and I
mean the mega rich—not a penny.
They would double down on harmful se-
questration, which is when automatic
cuts occur across the board. We know
how disastrous this has been.

For the 1 year it was in effect—take,
for example, the National Institutes of
Health—almost $2 billion they lost
that 1 year.

On the floor is the senior Senator
from the State of Illinois. I have heard
him speak here on the floor about what
a difficult time the people at NIH are
having because they don’t have enough
money to do basic research. The se-
questration that was put upon us last
time caused the NIH to stop their re-
search on a universal flu vaccine. Hun-
dreds of thousands of people die around
the world every year, and tens of thou-
sands of people die every year in the
United States because of flu. They were
close to having a universal flu vaccine
that would take care of this.

Sequestration is awful. It is part of
the Republican budget. They are dou-
bling down on this harmful sequestra-
tion on health, education, and even na-
tional defense.

Talk about a gimmick. This is a
doozy, what they are trying to do with
defense, to try to pretend they are
going to put $38 billion more in the De-
fense budget. But it is pretend, because
even looking at the Republican budget,
it is not possible to do. Once even the
Republican hawks look at this, they
will say: Well, maybe we are not going
to get that $38 billion.

So their budget has lots of gim-
micks—lots of gimmicks. It has been
written about all over the country in
editorials from east to west and from
north to south.

Fortunately for the country, the Re-
publican budget will not become law.

Will the Chair announce the business
of the day.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET, FISCAL YEAR 2016

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume consideration of S.
Con. Res. 11, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 11)
setting forth the congressional budget for
the United States Government for fiscal year
2016 and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2017 through 2025.

Pending:

Enzi (for Kirk) amendment No. 545, to es-
tablish a deficit-neutral reserve fund relat-
ing to reimposing waived sanctions and im-
posing new sanctions against Iran for viola-
tions of the Joint Plan of Action or a com-
prehensive nuclear agreement.

Rounds/Inhofe amendment No. 412, to es-
tablish a deficit-neutral reserve fund to pre-
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vent the Environmental Protection Agency
and the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service from engaging in closed-door settle-
ment agreements that ignore impacted
States and counties.

Rubio modified amendment No. 423, to in-
crease new budget authority fiscal years 2016
and 2017 and modify outlays for fiscal years
2016 through 2022 for National Defense (budg-
et function 050).

Daines amendment No. 388, to establish a
deficit-neutral reserve fund relating to the
designation of national monuments.

Daines amendment No. 389, to establish a
deficit-neutral reserve fund relating to hold-
ing Members of the Senate and the House of
Representatives accountable for failing to
pass a balanced budget.

Moran amendment No. 356, to establish a
deficit-neutral reserve fund relating to pro-
viding health care to veterans who reside
more than 40 miles driving distance from the
closest medical facility of the Department of
Veterans Affairs that provides the care
sought by the veteran.

Roberts/Flake amendment No. 352, to es-
tablish a deficit-neutral reserve fund relat-
ing to Federal employee performance
awards.

Roberts amendment No. 462, to establish a
deficit-neutral reserve fund relating to over-
the-counter medications.

Vitter amendment No. 515, to establish a
spending-neutral reserve fund relating to re-
quiring the Federal Government to allow
states to opt out of Common Core without
penalty.

Vitter amendment No. 811, to establish a
deficit-neutral reserve fund relating to end-
ing Washington’s illegal exemption from Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

Gardner amendment No. 443, to establish a
deficit-neutral reserve fund relating to pro-
tecting privately held water rights and per-
mits.

Coats/Warner amendment No. 595, to estab-
lish a deficit-neutral reserve fund to improve
cybersecurity.

Coats amendment No. 368, to establish a
deficit-neutral reserve fund relating to pro-
viding States the Medicaid flexibility they
need to implement innovative reforms to im-
prove care and enhance access for our Na-
tion’s most vulnerable.

Daines amendment No. 465, to establish a
deficit-neutral reserve fund relating to Sec-
ond Amendment rights.

Daines amendment No. 387, to establish a
deficit-neutral reserve fund relating to post-
al reform.

Wyden/Crapo amendment No. 434, to pro-
vide for an adjustment to committee alloca-
tions for wildfire suppression funding.

Paul amendment No. 940, to increase new
budget authority for fiscal years 2016 and
2017 and modify outlays for fiscal years 2016
through 2022 for National Defense (budget
function 050) with offsets.

Sanders (for Murray/Alexander) amend-
ment No. 697, to establish a deficit-neutral
reserve fund for legislation that reforms and
strengthens elementary and secondary edu-
cation.

Sanders (for Murray) amendment No. 798,
to establish a deficit-neutral reserve fund for
legislation to allow Americans to earn paid
sick time.

Sanders (for Cantwell) amendment No. 800,
to establish a deficit-neutral reserve fund re-
lating to a comprehensive approach to crude-
by-rail safety.

Sanders (for Murray) amendment No. 812,
to establish a deficit-neutral reserve fund to
provide women with affordable access to
comprehensive health care, including pre-
ventative services (such as contraception
and breast cancer screenings), improve ma-
ternal health, and ensure that a woman has
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