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I am excited to see a local teacher 

bring recognition to both Nevada and 
to Ed W. Clark High School by receiv-
ing a prestigious national award. Ms. 
McLee should be proud to call herself a 
top national magnet teacher. I ask my 
colleagues to join me and all Nevadans 
in congratulating Ms. McLee for her 
steadfast effort and honorable rep-
resentation of Nevada.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING GERMAN 
RODRIGUEZ 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I con-
gratulate Reno Police Officer German 
Rodriguez on receiving the Congres-
sional Badge of Bravery, a well-de-
served award after his extreme act of 
courage. On October 16, 2013, an armed 
robbery took place at a Bank of Amer-
ica in Reno, resulting in the death a 
patron. Mr. Rodriguez was off duty and 
unarmed when he witnessed the occur-
rence at the bank, but he called 911 and 
followed the suspect after he had fled 
the scene. Mr. Rodriguez then appre-
hended and disarmed the suspect at a 
nearby bus station to be sure the situa-
tion would not escalate or result in the 
suspect getting away. Responding offi-
cers arrived shortly after to take the 
suspect into custody. It gives me great 
pleasure to recognize Mr. Rodriguez for 
his unwavering commitment to pro-
tecting his community in both this in-
stance and throughout his tenure as an 
officer. 

Mr. Rodriguez began his career as a 
Reno police officer in 1998 and has re-
mained committed to his job and his 
community ever since. His dedication 
to keeping those around him safe is 
commendable, and his commitment to 
service above self is a shining example 
of heroism. The Reno community is 
safer because of Mr. Rodriguez. 

The Congressional Badge of Bravery 
is awarded to law enforcement officers 
who have sustained a physical injury 
or were at great risk of physical injury 
while protecting their community. Mr. 
Rodriguez’s actions more than warrant 
this prestigious award and represent 
only the greatest of Nevada’s values, 
including a sense of community and an 
obligation to help others. His actions 
prove that he consistently makes the 
safety and security of others a top pri-
ority and is always ready to respond at 
a moment’s notice. He is a role model 
to future generations of Reno police of-
ficers and officers across the country. 

During his tenure, Mr. Rodriguez has 
demonstrated immeasurable bravery, 
commitment to excellence, and dedica-
tion to the highest standards of the po-
lice force. I am both humbled and hon-
ored by his service and am proud to 
call him a fellow Nevadan. Today, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Rodriguez for all of his ac-
complishments and wish him well in all 
of his future endeavors.∑ 

APPALACHIAN REGIONAL 
COMMISSION 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I wish 
to honor the 50th anniversary of the 
Appalachian Regional Commission, a 
vital partnership that has created 
abundant opportunities for families 
and communities in my State of West 
Virginia and across the Appalachian 
region for five decades. Since its estab-
lishment in 1965, the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission, known as ARC, has 
spurred job creation, economic growth 
and infrastructure improvements, 
which have helped build a stronger Ap-
palachia. I am proud of all that ARC 
has done to help improve the region, 
and I am committed to continue work-
ing with the agency to further enhance 
our communities. 

Over the past 50 years, the rural com-
munities of Appalachia have faced 
unique challenges. After the American 
industrial revolution, which was driven 
largely by Appalachian coal and other 
regional resources, these communities 
experienced a rapid economic down-
turn. Since then, ARC has partnered 
with local and State leaders to make 
critical investments that have helped 
rebuild and revitalize the region. 

Located in the heart of Appalachia, 
which is home to more than 25 million 
Americans, my home State of West 
Virginia has benefitted considerably 
from the contributions of ARC. 
Through its initiatives, ARC has 
played a critical role in helping lift 
West Virginians out of economic tur-
moil and homelessness. Prior to ARC’s 
establishment, 34.6 percent of West Vir-
ginians were living in poverty. Today, 
that number has been cut in half to 17.6 
percent. This is telling of ARC’s com-
mitment to the strength of our citizens 
in rural and economically distressed 
areas. 

Also, by investing in our highways, 
railroads, bridges, as well as water and 
sewer systems, ARC funding in West 
Virginia has helped lay the foundation 
for economic growth in the region. Of 
West Virginia’s 409.6 total eligible 
miles, 360.4 are open to traffic thanks 
to help from ARC. Additionally, ARC 
has made 2,133 strategic nonhighway 
grants in West Virginia, totaling $387.6 
million. These initiatives are vital to 
improving the quality of life for our 
residents and growing tourism and 
business in the State. 

The agency’s investments have un-
doubtedly been a source of economic 
vitality and an engine for job growth. 
All of the Mountain State’s 55 counties 
added employment at a 4.2-percent 
faster pace and per capita income at a 
5.5-percent faster pace than similar 
counties that did not receive ARC in-
vestments. Per capita income has in-
creased from 71.6 percent of the na-
tional average in 1969 to 79.4 percent 
today. 

Nonetheless, there is still work to be 
done to bring Appalachia to parity 
with the rest of the Nation. We must 
continue to invest in the region’s edu-
cational programs, because the long- 

term economic success of this region 
truly rests in the hands of a well-in-
formed, educated and skilled work-
force. We must also focus on working 
together to fight rampant drug use and 
abuse, a national epidemic that pro-
liferates in the pockets of Appalachia. 
And of equal importance, we need to 
continue to invest in industrial infra-
structure, broadband expansion, busi-
ness development, health care, and 
workforce training. 

While Governor, I had the honor of 
serving as the cochair for the State’s 
representative of ARC and now, as a 
U.S. Senator from Appalachia, I con-
tinue to be a strong supporter of the 
program. ARC has proven over the past 
50 years that a partnership between the 
Federal, State, and local government 
can work together to help improve the 
economic success in regions across 
West Virginia and Appalachia. It is 
truly an honor to recognize them today 
for their work to improve and develop 
this special American region.∑ 
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REMEMBERING STEVE PIERCE, II 

∑ Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, it is 
with great sadness that Cindy and I 
would like to express our sincere con-
dolences to our friend, Arizona State 
Senator Steve Pierce, his wife, Joan, 
and their entire family on the loss of 
their son, Stephen Morris Pierce II. 
Sadly, Steve leaves behind his wife 
Amilyn and their unborn child. 

I wish there were a way to make 
sense of such a sudden and tragic loss. 
It is impossible for Steve’s family and 
friends to understand how someone 
with such a bright future could be 
taken from them so quickly. 

Raised on one of the last great cattle 
ranches in Arizona, Steve’s imagina-
tion thrived. He was an all-American 
boy who enjoyed fishing, football, and 
baseball. His love of the ocean took 
Steve to San Diego State University, 
where he studied computer information 
and decision systems. Always adven-
turous and playful, Steve found a way 
to turn play into work when he started 
working in the online-gaming industry. 
He was able to fulfill his dream of 
starting his own online-gaming com-
pany. 

Steve touched the lives of many and 
will never be forgotten. His generosity 
of spirit will always be treasured. We 
can take comfort in the fact that those 
who loved him will keep his memory 
alive when they remember his easy 
laugh and acts of kindness. 

Cindy and I express our deepest sym-
pathies for the tragic loss of such a fine 
son, husband, brother, and friend. 
Through this difficult time, the Pierce 
family will remain in our thoughts and 
prayers.∑ 

f 

DETROIT PUBLIC LIBRARY 
SESQUICENTENNIAL 

∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the Detroit Public Library’s 
Sesquicentennial. For 150 years, the 
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