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Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez, after at-

tending more than 30 elementary and middle 
schools and achieving an eighth grade edu-
cation, left school to work full time as a 
farm worker to help support his family; 

Whereas at the age of 17, Cesar Estrada 
Chavez entered the United States Navy and 
served the United States with distinction for 
2 years; 

Whereas in 1948, Cesar Estrada Chavez re-
turned from military service to marry Helen 
Fabela, whom he had met while working in 
the vineyards of central California; 

Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez and Helen 
Fabela had 8 children; 

Whereas as early as 1949, Cesar Estrada 
Chavez was committed to organizing farm 
workers to campaign for safe and fair work-
ing conditions, reasonable wages, livable 
housing, and outlawing child labor; 

Whereas in 1952, Cesar Estrada Chavez 
joined the Community Service Organization, 
a prominent Latino civil rights group, and 
worked with the organization to coordinate 
voter registration drives and conduct cam-
paigns against discrimination in East Los 
Angeles; 

Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez served as 
the national director of the Community 
Service Organization; 

Whereas in 1962, Cesar Estrada Chavez left 
the Community Service Organization to es-
tablish the National Farm Workers Associa-
tion, which eventually became the United 
Farm Workers of America; 

Whereas under the leadership of Cesar 
Estrada Chavez, the United Farm Workers of 
America organized thousands of migrant 
farm workers to fight for fair wages, health 
care coverage, pension benefits, livable hous-
ing, and respect; 

Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez was a 
strong believer in the principles of non-
violence practiced by Mahatma Gandhi and 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; 

Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez effectively 
used peaceful tactics that included fasting 
for 25 days in 1968, 25 days in 1972, and 38 days 
in 1988 to call attention to the terrible work-
ing and living conditions of farm workers in 
the United States; 

Whereas through his commitment to non-
violence, Cesar Estrada Chavez brought dig-
nity and respect to organized farm workers 
and became an inspiration to and a resource 
for individuals engaged in human rights 
struggles throughout the world; 

Whereas the influence of Cesar Estrada 
Chavez extends far beyond agriculture and 
provides inspiration for individuals working 
to better human rights, empower workers, 
and advance the American Dream, which in-
cludes all individuals of the United States; 

Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez died on 
April 23, 1993, at the age of 66 in San Luis, 
Arizona, only miles from his birthplace; 

Whereas more than 50,000 people attended 
the funeral services of Cesar Estrada Chavez 
in Delano, California; 

Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez was laid to 
rest at the headquarters of the United Farm 
Workers of America, known as ‘‘Nuestra 
Señora de La Paz’’, located in the Tehachapi 
Mountains in Keene, California; 

Whereas since the death of Cesar Estrada 
Chavez, schools, parks, streets, libraries, and 
other public facilities, as well as awards and 
scholarships, have been named in his honor; 

Whereas more than 10 States and dozens of 
communities across the United States honor 
the life and legacy of Cesar Estrada Chavez 
each year on March 31; 

Whereas March 31 is recognized as an offi-
cial State holiday in California, Colorado, 
and Texas, and there is growing support to 
designate the birthday of Cesar Estrada Cha-
vez as a national day of service to memori-
alize his heroism; 

Whereas during his lifetime, Cesar Estrada 
Chavez was a recipient of the Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Peace Prize; 

Whereas on August 8, 1994, Cesar Estrada 
Chavez was posthumously awarded the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom; 

Whereas on October 8, 2012, President 
Barack Obama authorized the Secretary of 
the Interior to establish a Cesar Estrada 
Chavez National Monument in Keene, Cali-
fornia; 

Whereas President Barack Obama honored 
the life and service of Cesar Estrada Chavez 
by proclaiming March 31, 2014, to be ‘‘Cesar 
Chavez Day’’ and by asking all people of the 
United States to observe March 31 with serv-
ice, community, and education programs to 
honor the enduring legacy of Cesar Estrada 
Chavez; and 

Whereas the United States should continue 
the efforts of Cesar Estrada Chavez to ensure 
equality, justice, and dignity for all people 
of the United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the accomplishments and ex-

ample of Cesar Estrada Chavez, a great hero 
of the United States; 

(2) pledges to promote the legacy of Cesar 
Estrada Chavez; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to commemorate the legacy of Cesar 
Estrada Chavez and to always remember his 
great rallying cry, ‘‘Si, se puede!’’, which is 
Spanish for ‘‘Yes, we can!’’, as a symbol of 
unity and hope for individuals seeking jus-
tice. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 125—DESIG-
NATING THE FIRST WEEK OF 
APRIL 2015 AS ‘‘NATIONAL AS-
BESTOS AWARENESS WEEK’’ 

Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. REID of 
Nevada, Mr. TESTER, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. CRAPO, and Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 125 

Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are in-
visible and cannot be smelled or tasted; 

Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbes-
tos fibers can cause significant damage; 

Whereas asbestos fibers can cause cancer 
such as mesothelioma, asbestosis, and other 
health problems; 

Whereas symptoms of asbestos-related dis-
eases can take 10 to 50 years to present 
themselves; 

Whereas the projected life expectancy for 
an individual diagnosed with mesothelioma 
is between 6 and 24 months; 

Whereas generally, little is known about 
late-stage treatment of asbestos-related dis-
eases, and there is no cure for such diseases; 

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases may give some patients in-
creased treatment options and might im-
prove their prognoses; 

Whereas the United States has substan-
tially reduced its consumption of asbestos, 
yet continues to consume hundreds of metric 
tons of the fibrous mineral each year for use 
in certain products throughout the United 
States; 

Whereas asbestos-related diseases have 
killed thousands of people in the United 
States; 

Whereas while exposure to asbestos con-
tinues, safety and prevention of asbestos ex-
posure already has significantly reduced the 
incidence of asbestos-related diseases and 

can further reduce the incidence of such dis-
eases; 

Whereas thousands of workers in the 
United States face significant asbestos expo-
sure, which has been a cause of occupational 
cancer; 

Whereas thousands of people in the United 
States die from asbestos-related diseases 
every year; 

Whereas a significant percentage of all as-
bestos-related disease victims were exposed 
to asbestos on naval ships and in shipyards; 

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of a significant number of office build-
ings and public facilities built before 1975; 

Whereas people in the small community of 
Libby, Montana, suffer from asbestos-related 
diseases, including mesothelioma, at a sig-
nificantly higher rate than people in the 
United States as a whole; and 

Whereas the designation of a ‘‘National As-
bestos Awareness Week’’ will raise public 
awareness about the prevalence of asbestos- 
related diseases and the dangers of asbestos 
exposure: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the first week of April 2015 

as ‘‘National Asbestos Awareness Week’’; 
(2) urges the Surgeon General of the United 

States to warn and educate people about the 
public health issue of asbestos exposure, 
which may be hazardous to their health; and 

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Office of the Surgeon General. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 126—PRO-
VIDING FOR MEMBERS ON THE 
PART OF THE SENATE OF THE 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING 
AND THE JOINT COMMITTEE OF 
CONGRESS ON THE LIBRARY 

Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mr. 
SCHUMER) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 126 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and they are hereby, elected mem-
bers of the following joint committees of 
Congress: 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING: Mr. Blunt, 
Mr. Roberts, Mr. Boozman, Mr. Schumer, 
and Mr. Udall. 

JOINT COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS ON THE LI-
BRARY: Mr. Blunt, Mr. Roberts, Mrs. Capito, 
Mr. Schumer, and Mr. Leahy. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 127—RECOG-
NIZING THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE PERELMAN SCHOOL OF 
MEDICINE AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
TOOMEY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 127 

Whereas the Perelman School of Medicine, 
when founded by young Philadelphia physi-
cian John Morgan in 1765, was the first and 
only medical school in the 13 original colo-
nies; 

Whereas by organizing a medical faculty 
separate and distinct from the collegiate fac-
ulty, the trustees of the University of Penn-
sylvania effectively created the first univer-
sity in North America; 

Whereas, in 1766, when Dr. Thomas Bond 
began giving clinical lectures to the students 
of the new medical school at Pennsylvania 
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