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School and attended St. Lawrence University
Collegiate Center in Watertown. During the
Korean War, Ronald answered his country’s
call by proudly serving in the U.S. Navy as a
journalist. His service during the war marked
the start of his career in journalism and life-
long concern for others.

Attending college on the G.l. Bill, Ronald
graduated from the University of Virginia in
1958 and then moved home to Watertown
where he worked at the Watertown Daily
Times as a reporter and later as a copy editor.
While working at the Daily Times, Ronald
honed the writing skills that would serve him
so well for the rest of his life.

In Rochester, Ronald served for 14 years as
editor-in-chief of Kodak’s weekly employee
newspaper, Kodakery. In this capacity, he
helped to lift the spirit of the Kodak family and
kept them connected, informed.

On top of his commitment to Kodak, Ronald
was a pillar of Rochester’s business and civic
communities. As an officer in the International
Association of Business Communicators, Ron-
ald helped others learn the trade that he had
so clearly mastered at Kodak. He was also ac-
tive in the Irondequoit United Church of Christ
and served for many years as an assistant
scoutmaster with Boy Scout Troop 154. There
is no doubt that Ronald’s teaching,
mentorship, and example inspired untold
young people to lift their eyes to the mountain-
tops, inspiring them to consider the wisdom
and power of nature.

Together with Eva, his loving wife of 47
years, Ronald raised two children and four
grandchildren. While living in Rochester, Ron-
ald and Eva enjoyed square dancing and play-
ing cards, particularly Hearts. Ronald and his
family were avid hikers who frequently ex-
plored the Adirondack High Peaks. In fact,
Ronald summited all 46 high peaks of the Adi-
rondacks and was named an Adirondack
Forty-Sixer.

In tribute to Ronald’s lifetime of service in
Rochester and beyond, | stand to honor him
today. As his family and friends mourn his
passing, let this record celebrate his legacy of
love, compassion, and good works. Mr.
Speaker, Ronald Wiley strengthened every
community he called home and his dedication
to his fellow American shows us the best of
our nation’s soul.

Ralph Waldo Emerson described the suc-
cessful life like this: “To laugh often and
much; to win the respect of intelligent people
and the affection of children; to earn the ap-
preciation of honest critics and to endure the
betrayal of false friends. To appreciate beauty;
to find the best in others; to leave the world
a bit better whether by a healthy child, a gar-
den patch, or a redeemed social condition; to
know that even one life has breathed easier
because you have lived. This is to have suc-
ceeded.”

Surely, Ronald succeeded.
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Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with great pleasure that | rise today to
recognize April as national lawn care month.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

The landscape industry employs approxi-
mately one million people across America and
contributes an estimated eighty billion dollars
to this economy. From the national mall to an
opening day outfield, and even to our own
front and back yards, images of beautiful
lawns and yards are often iconic depictions of
American culture and the American dream.

As we recognize these images, we must
also recognize the work that goes into the up-
keep of such lawns. Landscape and lawn care
professionals play a vital role in ensuring that
these important lawns are not only maintained,
but also healthy, as healthy grass and turf
have important environmental benefits.
Healthy grass produces oxygen, reduces run-
off, which improves water quality, removes
carbon dioxide from the air, acts like an air
conditioner—cooling everything around it, re-
duces noise, and acts as a firebreak.
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Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Leo Ries, the Executive Director of
Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Mr. Ries is retiring
after 15 years with this organization; the office
he ran is part of LISC’s national network.

Mr. Ries has spent much of his career help-
ing improve neighborhoods in Milwaukee.
Prior to his employment at LISC, he worked
for the City of Milwaukee for 10 years, ulti-
mately serving as Director of Housing and
Neighborhood Development. Mr. Ries’ heart
has always been in neighborhood work; he
brought people and organizations together in
order to create projects that had a real impact
on struggling neighborhoods. He has re-
mained optimistic regarding the future of Mil-
waukee’s neighborhoods even while acknowl-
edging the challenges of people struggling
against “hopelessness and helplessness”; he
sees promise and opportunities in the resur-
gence of urban living especially by the millen-
nial generation.

The son of a Sheboygan mink rancher, Ries
is the youngest of seven children. He attended
a seminary high school and thought for a time
he wanted to be a priest. Leo Ries has en-
joyed an unusual and varied working life. He
worked as a volunteer at Casa Maria Catholic
Worker House, a cab driver, registered nurse
in an intensive care unit and as business man-
ager for two inner-city Catholic churches.

Mr. Ries has worked on many initiatives
during his tenure at LISC but he has identified
two recent projects as being especially mean-
ingful. The relaunching of the Associates in
Commercial Real Estate (ACRE) program,
which Marquette University oversaw from
2005 to 2010, to help introduce minorities to
careers in commercial real estate and working
with the Milwaukee Police Department on
proactive community safety strategies. He
sees both of these initiatives as providing a
structure for building relationships among peo-
ple; people from different races came together
for these two projects with a shared interest in
building Milwaukee’s future.

LISC has accomplished so much under the
leadership of Leo Ries; programs initiated
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under his tutelage have become models for
the nation and made Milwaukee a strong,
prosperous community for all of its residents.
| am grateful to have had the opportunity to
know and work with Leo Ries for so many
years and wish him much success as he tran-
sitions into a different phase of his life.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Leo Ries
and | am proud to call him friend. The citizens
of the Fourth Congressional District and the
State of Wisconsin are privileged to have
someone of his ability and dedicated service
working on their behalf for so many years.
Leo, | thank you for all that you have done. |
am honored for these reasons to pay tribute to
Leo Ries.

———————
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Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor an exceptional constituent from
Bozrah, Connecticut whose lifetime of service,
leadership, and expertise was recently recog-
nized by the New London County Fire Chiefs’
Association upon his installation as their next
president.

Ray Barber is a local institution with an ex-
tensive history of community and public serv-
ice dating back to his teen years when he
joined the Bozrah Volunteer Fire Company in
1952. As Chief and then President of the
BVFC, Mr. Barber served through the town’s
acquisition of its first fire truck in 1953, and
through the decades, helped grow the emer-
gency services the town provides to its resi-
dents. Today, Bozrah is a heart-safe commu-
nity with a full complement of EMTs and am-
bulance services thanks in large part to Mr.
Barber's commitment to improving safety.

Mr. Barber’'s contributions expand well be-
yond the BVFC. He served in the U.S. Army,
as First Selectman in Bozrah, for 20 years, on
the Bozrah Board of Finance, and in the Con-
necticut Council of Governments. It would be
an understatement to say that his skills and
passion for the region made his new role as
President of the New London County Fire
Chiefs’ Association a richly deserved honor.

As President, Mr. Barber will lead an 83-
year-old institution with 65 member organiza-
tions and will represent the interests of volun-
teer and career fire fighters across the re-
gion—over 3,000 personnel. | ask the House
to join me in thanking Ray Barber for his serv-
ice, congratulating him on this deserved
honor, and wishing him success in the years
to come.

——————
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Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Colonel Randolph E. Rosin of New
Jersey for his military achievements, contribu-
tions, and service to the people of New Jersey
and the United States of America.
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