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and orientations. Finally, the legisla-
tion would include new grant account-
ability measures and emphasize the 
implantation of evidence-based prac-
tices. 

It is time we address mental illness 
in our country through treatment, not 
incarceration. Passing this common- 
sense bill would reduce recidivism, 
save taxpayer money, and make our 
communities safer. That is why I sup-
port this bill and I urge its speedy pas-
sage. 
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REMEMBERING ROBERT GRIFFIN 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, 
today I pay tribute to a towering figure 
from Michigan’s political past: former 
Senator Robert Griffin, who died Fri-
day at the age of 91. 

Senator Griffin was born in Detroit 
and was educated in the Wayne County 
Public Schools. By the time he grad-
uated high school, the United States 
was embroiled in World War II. And in 
1943—a year when so many American 
families came to fully comprehend the 
horrors of modern warfare—young Bob 
Griffin enlisted in the U.S. Army, join-
ing the 71st Infantry Division. 

For 3 years, Bob Griffin served our 
country in a time of war unmatched in 
its intensity, including 14 months 
fighting Nazis in Europe. After return-
ing from war, like so many of our sur-
viving soldiers, he turned his attention 
to his education, attending Central 
Michigan University, then getting his 
law degree at the University of Michi-
gan. 

Bob Griffin decided to begin his legal 
career in Traverse City. 

After practicing law for several 
years, Bob Griffin felt compelled to 
practice public service, so in 1956 he 
ran and won office to the U.S. House of 
Representatives. He distinguished him-
self in Congress over the next decade, 
and following the death of Michigan 
Senator Patrick McNamara, then-Gov-
ernor George Romney appointed Bob 
Griffin to finish the 7 months remain-
ing in McNamara’s term. 

It did not take Senator Griffin long 
to earn the support of Michigan voters: 
They elected him to a full 6-year term 
that fall of 1966. Senator Griffin served 
the people of Michigan loyally for the 
next 12 years. 

He authored major pieces of legisla-
tion during his career in this Chamber, 
and he was a member of the Republican 
leadership from 1969 to 1977. But he is 
being remembered most for the role he 
played in helping our Nation overcome 
the shock of the Watergate scandal. 

In August 1974, as that scandal wors-
ened, it became clear that President 
Nixon was in danger of being im-
peached. The impeachment process 
would be an embarrassing spectacle, 
not just for President Nixon, but for 
the institution of the President and for 
our Nation’s political system. 

Senator Griffin was a close friend of 
President Nixon, but it was the Sen-
ator’s devotion to the country that led 

him to write a letter strongly sug-
gesting that the President resign and 
spare the Nation from having to endure 
impeachment. That letter is said to 
have played a major role in Nixon’s de-
cision to finally step aside. 

At a time when our Nation’s political 
system was teetering, it was Senator 
Griffin who helped it to recover its bal-
ance by doing what was best for the 
country. 

That is the mark of true leadership. 
Even those who disagreed with Senator 
Griffin’s policies never found fault with 
his integrity or his character. 

Although Senator Griffin left office 
in 1979, he still had a desire to serve 
the people of Michigan, and for 8 years 
he applied his wisdom and judgment on 
Michigan’s Supreme Court, retiring in 
1994. Today the Grand Traverse County 
courthouse bears his name. 

Senator Griffin’s devotion to our 
State was rivaled only by the devotion 
he had for his wife, Marjorie, with 
whom he spent nearly 68 years, and 
their four children: Paul, Richard, 
James, and Jill. The couple has 13 
grandchildren and 7 great-grand-
children. 

Senator Griffin’s loss will be felt not 
only by his loving family, but in his 
home of Traverse City and in every 
corner of the State he served during his 
career. Senator Griffin will be remem-
bered for his leadership, his fierce in-
tegrity, and his unwavering allegiance 
to the State of Michigan and the 
United States of America. 
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RECOGNIZING MICHAEL G. 
VICKERS 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize the tremendous contribu-
tions of Dr. Michael G. Vickers, the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Intel-
ligence. Secretary Vickers is retiring 
this month from the Federal Govern-
ment having served with distinction in 
two critical leadership positions in the 
Department of Defense: Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Special Oper-
ations/Low-Intensity Conflict and 
Interdependent Capabilities, ASD SO/ 
LIC&IC, from 2007 to 2011, and Under 
Secretary of Defense for Intelligence, 
USD(I), since 2011. His dedicated serv-
ice has spanned the administrations of 
both President George W. Bush and 
President Barack Obama. Moreover, he 
has helped shape national security for 
three decades. 

Secretary Vickers is the Depart-
ment’s longest serving USD(I). During 
his tenure he has led a comprehensive, 
mission-focused transformation of de-
fense intelligence, and has provided 
policy and operational oversight for 
numerous sensitive intelligence and 
counterterrorism operations. He played 
a critical policy and planning role in 
the operation that brought justice to 
Osama bin Ladin. Of note, we are only 
days away from the fourth anniversary 
of that successful operation, which oc-
curred on May 2, 2011. 

As ASD SO/LIC&IC, Secretary Vick-
ers served as the ‘‘Service’’ Secretary 

for all Special Operations Forces, and 
as the senior civilian advisor to the 
Secretary of Defense on all counterter-
rorism, irregular warfare, and special 
activities. He played a central role in 
shaping U.S. strategy for the war with 
Al Qaeda and the war in Afghanistan, 
and conceived of and led the largest ex-
pansion of SOF capabilities and capac-
ity in history. 

From 1973 to 1986, Secretary Vickers 
served as an Army Special Forces non-
commissioned officer, Special Forces 
officer, and Central Intelligence Agen-
cy operations officer. He had oper-
ational and combat experience in Cen-
tral America and the Caribbean, the 
Middle East, and Central and South 
Asia. His operational experience spans 
covert action and espionage, unconven-
tional warfare, counterterrorism, coun-
terinsurgency, and foreign internal de-
fense. During the mid-1980s, Secretary 
Vickers was the principal strategist for 
the largest covert action program in 
the CIA’s history: the paramilitary op-
eration that drove the Soviet Army out 
of Afghanistan. 

Because of Dr. Vickers’ selfless serv-
ice, hard work and tireless dedication, 
our Nation is a safer place. I want to 
thank him for his service and wish him 
and his family all the best as he begins 
his next adventure. 

f 

REMEMBERING BETH THOMASSON 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize the life and achievements 
of Beth Thomasson following her pass-
ing last month. Beth was a dear friend 
and a tireless advocate of housing and 
homeownership in her position as exec-
utive officer at the Home Builders As-
sociation of West Virginia. Beth’s com-
mitment to her work, her community, 
and her family embodied the values 
that we as West Virginian’s hold dear. 

A graduate of Texas A&M, Beth was 
a ‘‘Kelly Girl’’ when she started at the 
Home Builders Association in 1978. In 
just ten years, Beth became executive 
officer and during this time the organi-
zation experienced a period of excep-
tional growth. A prodigious advocate 
for her cause, Beth also advanced ini-
tiatives of the Home Builder’s Associa-
tion at the statehouse on issues relat-
ing to business development, homeown-
ership, and consumer education. Her 
strong work ethic was recognized nu-
merous times when she received the 
HBA Eastern Panhandle’s Appreciation 
Award, the HBAWV Meritorious Serv-
ice Award, and the HBAWV Presi-
dential Award. 

In addition to her role at the Home-
builders Association, Beth also served 
in various capacities at the West Vir-
ginia Business & Industry Council, the 
West Virginia Chamber of Commerce, 
the West Virginia Housing Policy 
Framework, and the West Virginia 
Housing Trust. Above all, Beth was a 
devoted wife and mother of 4 daugh-
ters, as well as a grandmother of 10. 

Beth was relentless in her dedication 
to serving her community and her 
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