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Between 1993 and 1998, Mr. Miller served
as United States Ambassador to Ukraine
under President Bill Clinton. As Ambassador,
he was a supporter and witness to some of
the most fundamental transformations of the
Ukrainian State, including the ratification of
Ukraine’s Constitution. To this day, Ambas-
sador Miller still promotes peace and stability
in Ukraine through his work as a Senior Public
Policy Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson Inter-
national Center for Scholars.

On behalf of my colleagues on the Caucus,
| want to thank Ambassador William Green
Miller for his lifetime of international diplomatic
accomplishments, and his help in forging the
steadfast US-Ukraine relationship that has
lasted and will continue to last for decades to
come.

———

DENVER REGIONAL
TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Denver’s Re-
gional Transportation District (RTD) and the
many cities around the country that partici-
pated in Stand Up 4 Transportation Day this
past April 9th.

In Denver, nearly 400 people came out to
support the many forms of public transpor-
tation around Colorado, ranging from buses,
shuttles, vans, bicycles, cabs, car services,
pedicabs, light rail and rail. More than 350 or-
ganizations in U.S. cities and towns partici-
pated in the event. Stand Up 4 Transportation
Day succeeded in raising awareness about
the importance of public transportation and a
long-term, sustainable transportation author-
ization bill.

Stand up 4 Transportation Day was a brain-
child of former General Manager and CEO of
RTD, Phil Washington. During his time with
RTD, he always pushed for surface transpor-
tation reauthorization for the future. In Phil's
own words, “It's time to do some nation build-
ing. But the funding is key to more access to
transit, new buses and trains, more reliable
service, less gridlock. We can’t meet the de-
mands of our growing population and econ-
omy without a long-term commitment from
Washington.”

| applaud Phil and Denver's RTD for their
efforts in the Denver metro area. Our commu-
nities are more connected and our quality of
life is better for it.

——————

THE EARTHQUAKE OF APRIL 25,
2015, THAT DEVASTATED NEPAL

HON. RICK LARSEN

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2015

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to express my heartfelt condolences
and full support for assistance to the people of
Nepal and all of those affected by the dev-
astating earthquake of April 25, 2015, and its
aftermath. The massive magnitude-7.8 earth-
quake, which struck about 77 kilometers north-
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west of Nepal's capital city, Kathmandu, was
the most powerful to hit Nepal in more than 80
years. Almost 5,000 deaths have been ac-
counted for and, as | read this line, it is pos-
sible that this number has gone up.

The United Nations estimates that the trag-
edy has affected more than 8 million people
and left more than 1.4 million people in need
of food assistance. This earthquake has also
destroyed many historical and architectural
structures important to the culture of Nepal.

So | ask my fellow members to join me in
mourning with the people of Nepal and all
communities in other countries affected by the
tragic loss of life. | also want to commend the
efforts of first responders, relief agencies, pri-
vate citizens, Nepal's neighboring countries,
and the international community.

| want to thank our administration for its
quick response to help our friends in Nepal. |
urge Congress and our administration to con-
tinue our efforts in helping Nepal during this
tragic time.

————

HONORING JUSTICE LIVELY

HON. SUZAN K. DeIBENE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2015

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Justice Lively, who on March 25, 2015,
received the Washington Boys & Girls Club
Youth of the Year Award. Justice was honored
for his achievements in overcoming a tumul-
tuous childhood and serving as a leader in his
community.

The Youth of the Year Award has been the
highest award attainable by the national Boys
& Girls Club since 1947. Justice previously re-
ceived the Skagit County Boys & Girls Club
Youth of the Year Award.

Justice’s upbringing was filled with far great-
er challenges than any child should face. As
a young boy, with his father deployed in the
U.S. Army and his mother frequently absent,
Justice was cared for by his oldest brother.
When his father returned, Justice was brought
into a new home with an abusive stepmother.
Just as his mother began to get her life back
together, she was killed in a car accident
when Justice was only seven years old.

When he was 10, Justice’s life finally took a
turn for the better. He was adopted by his
aunt and uncle and was brought to Mt.
Vernon, where he later joined the local Boys
& Girls Club. Today, Justice is a leader at the
club, focused on helping children. He fre-
quently reads books to the club’s younger chil-
dren as part of a class on early childhood de-
velopment.

As he prepares to graduate from high
school, Justice intends to attend the Cascade
Job Corps, Skagit Valley College and Western
Washington University in pursuit of his goal of
becoming a pediatric nurse at Seattle Chil-
dren’s hospital.

| want to congratulate Justice Lively on this
achievement, as well as his work with the
Skagit County Boys & Girls Club. | wish him
the best as he pursues his dream of helping
children.

E611

HONORING EATONVILLE, WASH-
INGTON TOWN MARSHAL DOLAR
LAPLANT

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2015

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Eatonville, Washington Town Marshal
Dolar LaPlant who was killed in 1925 and his
daughter and great-granddaughter who fought
to see him recognized for his heroic sacrifice.
In 1925, Mr. LaPlant was 53 years old and a
Spanish-American War veteran. While on duty
as Town Marshal, just four days after stepping
into that position, he confronted a drunken
gunman who was firing shots and narrowly
missing small children at a playground. Mr.
LaPlant did not stop to think about his own life
or the fact that he was unarmed. He simply
did everything in his power to ensure that his
town was kept safe. The gunman shot Mr.
LaPlant just below his right ear before he was
knocked unconscious. Mr. LaPlant achieved
his mission but would later die from the wound
he received.

For many years, his heroic actions went
unremembered except by his family, particu-
larly his daughter Rosa and his great-grand-
daughter Ronda. In 1999, Ronda succeeded
in having Dolar LaPlant added to the National
Law Enforcement Memorial Wall and now her
great-grandfather and his legacy will be hon-
ored posthumously with the Washington Medal
of Honor on May 9th. | applaud Ronda’s hard
work and join with her in honoring the memory
of Town Marshal Dolar LaPlant whose service
ensured the safety of the residents of
Eatonville, Washington.

POLICE OFFICER OF THE YEAR

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Officer Osiel De La Cruz for
being recognized as the Pearland Officer of
the Year by both the Texas Louisiana Gulf
District and the Exchange Club of Pearland.

Officer De La Cruz was a natural choice for
this award thanks to his hard work in the com-
munity, service to the public and heroic ac-
tions. Officer De La Cruz is a veteran of the
department and a nightshift patrol officer. His
commitment to our community is evident
through his work both on and off duty. Officer
De La Cruz made over 53 DWI and drug-re-
lated arrests this year, found a shooting victim
and apprehended five offenders, and even
managed to apprehend a robbery suspect
while he was off-duty. His list of accomplish-
ments speaks for itself. We can all sleep bet-
ter at night knowing that police officers like Of-
ficer De La Cruz are on patrol.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Officer Osiel De La Cruz on being honored
as the Pearland Officer of the Year. Thank
you for your dedication to keeping our commu-
nities safe.
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