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House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

————

PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Jimmy  Jackson,
Whitesburg Baptist Church, Huntsville,
Alabama, offered the following prayer:

O Lord God, You are our eternal hope
and our present help. We come before
You today as both needy and respon-
sible people. You know us better than
we know ourselves. You know the
things that weigh heavily upon our
hearts this morning—our families, our
friends, our Nation, and our world.
Nothing is hidden from You, and You
care for each of us and our concerns.

You declared, ‘“Look unto Me and be
delivered, all the ends of the Earth; be-
cause I am God, and there is no one
else.” We need Your help. Please move
upon us and give us a deep longing for
Your salvation, Your wisdom, and
moral integrity. Let us see ourselves as
You see us. Convince us of our utter de-
pendence upon You. Open our eyes to
the increasing corruption and blatant
evil in our world.

O God, send a great spiritual awak-
ening throughout our land, beginning
right here and right now in this room
and among these people.

We make our petition in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman

from Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) come for-

ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING REVEREND DR.
JIMMY JACKSON

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr.
BROOKS) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with great privilege that I wel-
come Dr. Jimmy Jackson to the House
of Representatives and thank him for
serving as today’s guest chaplain.

Dr. Jackson is the senior pastor at
Whitesburg Baptist Church in Hunts-
ville, Alabama, where he has served
since 1978.

He and his wife, Bobbi, have been
married for 54 years. They are parents
of three children, seven grandchildren,
and three great-grandchildren.

Dr. Jackson has held numerous lead-
ership roles within the Southern Bap-
tist Convention and has served as past
president of the Alabama Pastors Con-
ference and past president of the Ala-
bama Baptist Convention.

I have personally known Dr. Jimmy
Jackson for almost 35 years and appre-
ciate him, admire him, and thank him
for his long commitment to his con-
gregation, to his community, to Amer-
ica, and to the lives of the tens of thou-
sands he has touched during his life-
time of service to God.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. After consultation
among the Speaker and the majority
and minority leaders, and with their
consent, the Chair announces that,
when the two Houses meet in joint
meeting to hear an address by His Ex-
cellency Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister of

Japan, only the doors immediately op-
posite the Speaker and those imme-
diately to his left and right will be
open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege
of the floor must be strictly enforced.
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of
all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint meeting by placard will
not be allowed. Members may reserve
their seats by physical presence only
following the security sweep of the
Chamber.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the
order of the House of Monday, April 13,
2015, the House stands in recess subject
to the call of the Chair

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 4 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——

JOINT MEETING TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY
SHINZO ABE, PRIME MINISTER
OF JAPAN

During the recess, the House was
called to order by the Speaker at 10
o’clock and 59 minutes a.m.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms, Ms. Kathleen Joyce, announced
the Vice President and Members of the
U.S. Senate, who entered the Hall of
the House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The joint meeting
will come to order.

The Chair appoints as members of
the committee on the part of the House
to escort His Excellency Shinzo Abe,
Prime Minister of Japan, into the
Chamber:
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