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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Dr. Jimmy Jackson, 
Whitesburg Baptist Church, Huntsville, 
Alabama, offered the following prayer: 

O Lord God, You are our eternal hope 
and our present help. We come before 
You today as both needy and respon-
sible people. You know us better than 
we know ourselves. You know the 
things that weigh heavily upon our 
hearts this morning—our families, our 
friends, our Nation, and our world. 
Nothing is hidden from You, and You 
care for each of us and our concerns. 

You declared, ‘‘Look unto Me and be 
delivered, all the ends of the Earth; be-
cause I am God, and there is no one 
else.’’ We need Your help. Please move 
upon us and give us a deep longing for 
Your salvation, Your wisdom, and 
moral integrity. Let us see ourselves as 
You see us. Convince us of our utter de-
pendence upon You. Open our eyes to 
the increasing corruption and blatant 
evil in our world. 

O God, send a great spiritual awak-
ening throughout our land, beginning 
right here and right now in this room 
and among these people. 

We make our petition in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND DR. 
JIMMY JACKSON 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. 
BROOKS) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-

er, it is with great privilege that I wel-
come Dr. Jimmy Jackson to the House 
of Representatives and thank him for 
serving as today’s guest chaplain. 

Dr. Jackson is the senior pastor at 
Whitesburg Baptist Church in Hunts-
ville, Alabama, where he has served 
since 1978. 

He and his wife, Bobbi, have been 
married for 54 years. They are parents 
of three children, seven grandchildren, 
and three great-grandchildren. 

Dr. Jackson has held numerous lead-
ership roles within the Southern Bap-
tist Convention and has served as past 
president of the Alabama Pastors Con-
ference and past president of the Ala-
bama Baptist Convention. 

I have personally known Dr. Jimmy 
Jackson for almost 35 years and appre-
ciate him, admire him, and thank him 
for his long commitment to his con-
gregation, to his community, to Amer-
ica, and to the lives of the tens of thou-
sands he has touched during his life-
time of service to God. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. After consultation 
among the Speaker and the majority 
and minority leaders, and with their 
consent, the Chair announces that, 
when the two Houses meet in joint 
meeting to hear an address by His Ex-
cellency Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister of 

Japan, only the doors immediately op-
posite the Speaker and those imme-
diately to his left and right will be 
open. 

No one will be allowed on the floor of 
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to 
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege 
of the floor must be strictly enforced. 
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of 
all Members is requested. 

The practice of reserving seats prior 
to the joint meeting by placard will 
not be allowed. Members may reserve 
their seats by physical presence only 
following the security sweep of the 
Chamber. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the 

order of the House of Monday, April 13, 
2015, the House stands in recess subject 
to the call of the Chair 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 4 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

JOINT MEETING TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY 
SHINZO ABE, PRIME MINISTER 
OF JAPAN 
During the recess, the House was 

called to order by the Speaker at 10 
o’clock and 59 minutes a.m. 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms, Ms. Kathleen Joyce, announced 
the Vice President and Members of the 
U.S. Senate, who entered the Hall of 
the House of Representatives, the Vice 
President taking the chair at the right 
of the Speaker, and the Members of the 
Senate the seats reserved for them. 

The SPEAKER. The joint meeting 
will come to order. 

The Chair appoints as members of 
the committee on the part of the House 
to escort His Excellency Shinzo Abe, 
Prime Minister of Japan, into the 
Chamber: 
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The gentleman from California (Mr. 

MCCARTHY); 
The gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 

SCALISE); 
The gentlewoman from Washington 

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS); 
The gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 

WALDEN); 
The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 

MESSER); 
The gentlewoman from North Caro-

lina (Ms. FOXX); 
The gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 

RYAN); 
The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 

FRELINGHUYSEN); 
The gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 

GRANGER); 
The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 

TIBERI); 
The gentleman from California (Mr. 

NUNES); 
The gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 

SALMON); 
The gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 

LONG); 
The gentlewoman from California 

(Ms. PELOSI); 
The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 

HOYER); 
The gentleman from California (Mr. 

BECERRA); 
The gentleman from New York (Mr. 

CROWLEY); 
The gentlewoman from Maryland 

(Ms. EDWARDS); 
The gentlewoman from Connecticut 

(Ms. DELAURO); 
The gentleman from California (Mr. 

HONDA); 
The gentlewoman from California 

(Ms. MATSUI); 
The gentleman from California (Mr. 

TAKANO); 
The gentleman from Hawaii (Mr. 

TAKAI); 
The gentlewoman from Colorado (Ms. 

DEGETTE); 
The gentleman from Washington (Mr. 

MCDERMOTT); and 
The gentleman from Texas (Mr. CAS-

TRO). 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-

dent of the Senate, at the direction of 
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on 
the part of the Senate to escort His Ex-
cellency Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister of 
Japan, into the House Chamber: 

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
MCCONNELL); 

The Senator from Texas (Mr. COR-
NYN); 

The Senator from Utah (Mr. HATCH); 
The Senator from Wyoming (Mr. 

BARRASSO); 
The Senator from Missouri (Mr. 

BLUNT); 
The Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 

WICKER); 
The Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-

KOWSKI); 
The Senator from Tennessee (Mr. 

CORKER); 
The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-

BIN); 
The Senator from Washington (Mrs. 

MURRAY); 

The Senator from Maryland (Mr. 
CARDIN); and 

The Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO); 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms announced the Acting Dean of 
the Diplomatic Corps, H.E. Hersey 
Kyota, the Ambassador of Palau. 

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps entered the Hall of the House of 
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for him. 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms announced the Cabinet of the 
President of the United States. 

The members of the Cabinet of the 
President of the United States entered 
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for 
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum. 

At 11 o’clock and 13 minutes a.m., 
the Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable 
Paul D. Irving, announced His Excel-
lency Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister of 
Japan. 

The Prime Minister of Japan, es-
corted by the committee of Senators 
and Representatives, entered the Hall 
of the House of Representatives and 
stood at the Clerk’s desk. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
The SPEAKER. Members of Con-

gress, I have the high privilege and the 
distinct honor of presenting to you His 
Excellency Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister 
of Japan. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
Prime Minster ABE. Mr. Speaker, 

Mr. Vice President, distinguished 
Members of the Senate and the House, 
distinguished guests, ladies and gentle-
men. 

Back in June 1957, Nobusuke Kishi, 
my grandfather, standing right here as 
Prime Minister of Japan, began his ad-
dress by saying, ‘‘It is because of our 
strong belief in democratic principles 
and ideals that Japan associates her-
self with the free nations of the world.’’ 

Fifty-eight years have passed. Today, 
I am honored to stand here as the first 
Japanese Prime Minister ever to ad-
dress your joint session. I extend my 
heartfelt gratitude to you for inviting 
me. I have lots of things to tell you. 
But I am here with no ability, nor the 
intention, to filibuster. 

As I stand in front of you today, the 
names of your distinguished colleagues 
that Japan welcomed as your Ambas-
sadors come back to me: the Honorable 
Mike Mansfield, Walter Mondale, Tom 
Foley, and Howard Baker. On behalf of 
the Japanese people, thank you so 
very, very much for sending us such 
shining champions of democracy. 

Ambassador Caroline Kennedy also 
embodies the tradition of American de-
mocracy. Thank you. Thank you, Am-
bassador Kennedy, for all the dynamic 
work you have done for all of us. 

We all miss Senator Inouye, who 
symbolized the honor and achieve-
ments of Japanese Americans. 

Ladies and gentlemen, my first en-
counter with America goes back to my 
days as a student when I spent a spell 
in California. A lady named Catherine 

Del Francia let me live in her house. 
She was a widow and always spoke of 
her late husband, saying, ‘‘You know, 
he was much more handsome than 
Gary Cooper.’’ She meant it. She really 
did. 

In the gallery, you see my wife, Akie, 
is there. I don’t dare ask what she says 
about me. 

Mrs. Del Francia’s Italian cooking 
was simply out of this world. She was 
cheerful and so kind as to let lots and 
lots of people stop by at her house. 
They were so diverse. I was amazed and 
said to myself, ‘‘America is an awe-
some country.’’ 

Later, I took a job at a steelmaker, 
and I was given the chance to work in 
New York. 

Here in the U.S., rank and hierarchy 
are neither here nor there. People ad-
vance based on merit. When you dis-
cuss things, you don’t pay much atten-
tion to who is junior or senior. You 
just choose the best idea, no matter 
who the idea was from. 

This culture intoxicated me. So 
much so, after I got elected as a mem-
ber of the House, some of the old guard 
in my party would say, ‘‘Hey, you are 
so cheeky, Abe.’’ 

As for my family name, it is not 
‘‘Eighb.’’ Some Americans do call me 
that every now and then, but I don’t 
take offense. 

That is because, ladies and gentle-
men, the Japanese, ever since they 
started modernization, have seen the 
very foundation for democracy in that 
famous line in the Gettysburg Address. 
The son of a farmer-carpenter can be-
come the President. The fact that such 
a country existed woke up the Japa-
nese of the late 19th century to democ-
racy. 

For Japan, our encounter with Amer-
ica was also our encounter with democ-
racy, and that was more than 150 years 
ago, giving us a mature history to-
gether. 

Before coming over here, I was at the 
World War II Memorial. It was a place 
of peace and calm that struck me as a 
sanctuary. The air was filled with the 
sound of water breaking in the foun-
tains. 

In one corner stands the Freedom 
Wall. More than 4,000 gold stars shine 
on the wall. I gasped with surprise to 
hear that each star represents the lives 
of 100 fallen soldiers. I believe those 
gold stars are a proud symbol of the 
sacrifices in defending freedom; but, in 
those gold stars, we also find the pain, 
sorrow, and love for family of young 
Americans who otherwise would have 
lived happy lives. 

Pearl Harbor, Bataan, Corregidor, 
Coral Sea, the battles engraved at the 
memorial crossed my mind, and I re-
flected upon the lost dreams and lost 
futures of those young Americans. His-
tory is harsh. What is done cannot be 
undone. With deep repentance in my 
heart, I stood there in silent prayers 
for some time. 

My dear friends, on behalf of Japan 
and the Japanese people, I offer with 
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profound respect my eternal condo-
lences to the souls of all American peo-
ple that were lost during World War II. 

Ladies and gentlemen, in the gallery 
today is Lieutenant General Lawrence 
Snowden. 

Seventy years ago in February, he 
landed on Ioto, or the island of Iwo 
Jima, as a captain in command of a 
company. In recent years, General 
Snowden has often participated in the 
memorial services held jointly by 
Japan and the U.S. on Ioto. 

He said, ‘‘We didn’t and don’t go to 
Iwo Jima to celebrate victory, but for 
the solemn purpose to pay tribute to 
and honor those who lost their lives on 
both sides.’’ 

Next to General Snowden sits Diet 
Member Yoshitaka Shindo, who is a 
former member of my Cabinet. His 
grandfather, General Tadamichi 
Kuribayashi, whose valor we remember 
even today, was the commander of the 
Japanese garrison during the Battle of 
Iwo Jima. 

What should we call this, if not a 
miracle of history? Enemies that had 
fought each other so fiercely have be-
come friends bonded in spirit. 

To General Snowden, I pay tribute to 
your efforts for reconciliation. Thank 
you so very much. 

Post war, we started out on our path 
bearing in mind feelings of deep re-
morse over the war. Our actions 
brought suffering to the peoples in 
Asian countries. We must not avert our 
eyes from that. I will uphold the views 
expressed by the previous Prime Min-
isters in this regard. 

We must all the more contribute in 
every respect to the development of 
Asia. We must spare no effort in work-
ing for the peace and prosperity of the 
region. Reminding ourselves of all 
that, we have come all this way. I am 
proud of this path we have taken. 

Seventy years ago, Japan had been 
reduced to ashes. Then came each and 
every month from the citizens of the 
United States gifts to Japan, like milk 
for our children and warm sweaters and 
even goats. Yes, from America, 2,036 
goats came to Japan. 

And it was Japan that received the 
biggest benefit from the very beginning 
by the postwar economic system that 
the U.S. had fostered by opening up its 
own market and calling for a liberal 
world economy. 

Later on, from the 1980s, we saw the 
rise of the Republic of Korea, Taiwan, 
the ASEAN countries, and, before long, 
China as well. This time, Japan too de-
votedly poured in capital and tech-
nologies to support their growths. 

Meanwhile, in the U.S., Japan cre-
ated more employment than any other 
foreign nation but one, coming second 
only to the U.K. In this way, prosperity 
was fostered first by the U.S. and sec-
ond by Japan. And prosperity is noth-
ing less than the seedbed for peace. 

Involving countries in Asia Pacific 
whose backgrounds vary, the U.S. and 
Japan must take the lead. We must 
take the lead to build a market that is 

fair, dynamic, sustainable, and is also 
free from the arbitrary intentions of 
any nation. 

In the Pacific market, we cannot 
overlook sweatshops or burdens on the 
environment, nor can we simply allow 
free riders on intellectual property. No. 
Instead, we can spread our shared val-
ues around the world and have them 
take root: the rule of law, democracy, 
and freedom. That is exactly what the 
TPP is all about. 

Furthermore, the TPP goes far be-
yond just economic benefits. It is also 
about our security. Long term, its stra-
tegic value is awesome. We should 
never forget that. 

The TPP covers an area that ac-
counts for 40 percent of the world econ-
omy and one-third of global trade. We 
must turn the area into a region for 
lasting peace and prosperity. That is 
for the sake of our children and our 
children’s children. 

As for U.S.-Japan negotiations, the 
goal is near. Let us bring the TPP to a 
successful conclusion through our joint 
leadership. 

As a matter of fact, I have something 
I can tell you now. It was about 20 
years ago. The GATT negotiations for 
agriculture were going on. I was much 
younger and like a ball of fire and op-
posed to opening Japan’s agricultural 
market. I even joined farmers’ rep-
resentatives in a rally in front of the 
parliament. 

However, Japan’s agriculture has 
gone into decline over these last 20 
years. The average age of our farmers 
has gone up by 10 years and is now 
more than 66 years old. 

Japan’s agriculture is at a cross-
roads. In order for it to survive, it has 
to change now. We are bringing great 
reforms toward the agriculture policy 
that has been in place for decades. We 
are also bringing sweeping reforms to 
our agricultural cooperatives that have 
not been changed in 60 long years. 

Corporate governance in Japan is 
now fully in line with global standards 
because we made it stronger. Rock- 
solid regulations are being broken in 
such sectors as medicine and energy. 
And I am the spearhead. 

To turn around our depopulation, I 
am determined to do whatever it takes. 
We are changing some of our old habits 
to empower women so they can get 
more actively engaged in all walks of 
life. 

In short, Japan is right in the middle 
of a quantum leap. 

My dear Members of the Congress, 
please do come and see the new Japan, 
where we have regained our spirit of re-
form and our sense of speed. Japan will 
not run away from any reforms. We 
keep our eyes only on the road ahead 
and push forward with structural re-
forms. That is TINA: There Is No Al-
ternative. And there is no doubt about 
it whatsoever. 

My dear colleagues, the peace and se-
curity of the postwar world was not 
possible without American leadership. 
Looking back, it makes me happy all 

the time that Japan of years past made 
the right decision. As I told you at the 
outset, citing my grandfather, that de-
cision was to choose a path. That is the 
path for Japan to ally itself with the 
U.S. and to go forward as a member of 
the Western world. 

In the end, together with the U.S. 
and other like-minded democracies, we 
won the cold war. That is the path that 
made Japan grow and prosper, and even 
today, there is no alternative. 

My dear colleagues, we support the 
‘‘rebalancing’’ by the U.S. in order to 
enhance the peace and security of the 
Asia-Pacific region, and I will state 
clearly: we will support the U.S. effort 
first, last, and throughout. 

Japan has deepened its strategic rela-
tions with Australia and India. We are 
enhancing our cooperation across 
many fields with the countries of 
ASEAN and the Republic of Korea. 
Adding those partners to the central 
pillar that is the U.S.-Japan alliance, 
our region will get stable remarkably 
more. 

Now, Japan will provide up to $2.8 
billion in assistance to help improve 
U.S. bases in Guam, which will gain 
strategic significance even more in the 
future. 

As regards the state of Asian waters, 
let me underscore here my three prin-
ciples: first, states shall make their 
claims based on international law; sec-
ond, they shall not use force or coer-
cion to drive their claims; and, third, 
to settle disputes—any disputes—they 
shall do so by peaceful means. 

We must make the vast seas stretch-
ing from the Pacific to the Indian 
Oceans seas of peace and freedom, 
where all follow the rule of law. For 
that very reason, we must fortify the 
U.S.-Japan alliance. That is our re-
sponsibility. 

Now, let me tell you. In Japan, we 
are working hard to enhance the legis-
lative foundations for our security. 

Once in place, Japan will be much 
more able to provide a seamless re-
sponse for all levels of crisis. These en-
hanced legislative foundations should 
make the cooperation between the U.S. 
military and Japan’s Self-Defense 
Forces even stronger, and the alliance 
still more solid, providing credible de-
terrence for the peace in the region. 
This reform is the first of its kind and 
a sweeping one in our postwar history. 
We will achieve this by this coming 
summer. 

Now, I have something to share with 
you. 

The day before yesterday, Secretaries 
Kerry and Carter met our Foreign Min-
ister Kishida and Defense Minister 
Nakatani for consultations. As a re-
sult, we now have a new framework, a 
framework to better put together the 
forces of the U.S. and Japan, a frame-
work that is in line with the legislative 
attempts going on in Japan. That is 
what is necessary to build peace, more 
reliable peace in the region. And that 
is, namely, the new defense coopera-
tion guidelines. 
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Yesterday, President Obama and I 

fully agreed on the significance of 
these guidelines. Ladies and gentle-
men, we agreed on a document that is 
historic. 

In the early 1990s, in the Persian 
Gulf, Japan’s Self-Defense Forces 
swept away sea mines. For 10 years, in 
the Indian Ocean, Japanese Self-De-
fense Forces supported your operation 
to stop the flow of terrorists and arms. 
Meanwhile, in Cambodia, the Golan 
Heights, Iraq, Haiti, and South Sudan, 
members of our Self-Defense Forces 
provided humanitarian support and 
peacekeeping operations. Their number 
amounts to 50,000. 

Based on this track record, we are re-
solved to take yet more responsibility 
for the peace and stability in the 
world. It is for that purpose we are de-
termined to enact all necessary bills by 
this coming summer. And we will do 
exactly that. 

We must make sure human security 
will be preserved in addition to na-
tional security. That is our belief, firm 
and solid. 

We must do our best so that every in-
dividual gets education, medical sup-
port, and an opportunity to rise to be 
self-reliant. Armed conflicts have al-
ways made women suffer the most. In 
our age, we must realize the kind of 
world where finally women are free 
from human rights abuses. 

Our servicemen and -women have 
made substantial accomplishments. So 
have our aid workers, who have worked 
so steadily. Their combined sum has 
given us a new self-identity. 

That is why we now hold up high a 
new banner that is ‘‘proactive con-
tribution to peace based on the prin-
ciple of international cooperation.’’ 
Let me repeat. ‘‘Proactive contribution 
to peace based on the principle of inter-
national cooperation’’ should lead 
Japan along its road for the future. 

Problems we face include terrorism, 
infectious diseases, natural disasters, 
and climate change. The time has come 
for the U.S.-Japan alliance to face up 
to and jointly tackle those challenges 
that are new. After all, our alliance has 
lasted more than a quarter of the en-
tire history of the United States. It is 
an alliance that is sturdy, bound in 
trust and friendship, deep between us. 

No new concept should ever be nec-
essary for the alliance that connects 
us, the biggest and the second biggest 
democratic powers in the free world, in 
working together. Always, it is an alli-
ance that cherishes our shared values 
of the rule of law, respect for human 
rights, and freedom. 

When I was young in high school and 
listened to the radio, there was a song 
that flew out and shook my heart. It 
was a song by Carole King. 

When you’re down and troubled . . . close 
your eyes and think of me, and I will be 
there to brighten up even your darkest 
night. 

And that day, March 11, 2011, a big 
quake, a tsunami, and a nuclear acci-
dent hit the northeastern part of 

Japan. The darkest night fell upon 
Japan. But it was then we saw the U.S. 
Armed Forces rushing to Japan to the 
rescue at a scale never seen or heard 
before. Lots and lots of people from all 
corners of the U.S. extended the hand 
of assistance to the children in the dis-
aster areas. Yes, we have got a friend 
in you. Together, with the victims, you 
shed tears. You gave us something, 
something very, very precious. That 
was hope, hope for the future. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the finest 
asset the U.S. has to give to the world 
was hope, is hope, will be and must al-
ways be hope. 

Distinguished representatives of the 
citizens of the United States, let us 
call the U.S.-Japan alliance an alliance 
of hope. Let the two of us, America and 
Japan, join our hands together and do 
our best to make the world a better—a 
much better—place to live. 

Alliance of hope: together, we can 
make a difference. 

Thank you so much. 
(Applause, the Members rising.) 
At 12 o’clock and 8 minutes p.m., His 

Excellency Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister 
of Japan, accompanied by the com-
mittee of escort, retired from the Hall 
of the House of Representatives. 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms escorted the invited guests from 
the Chamber in the following order: 

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net; 

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps. 

f 

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED 

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the 
joint meeting having been completed, 
the Chair declares the joint meeting of 
the two Houses now dissolved. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the joint meeting of the two 
Houses was dissolved. 

The Members of the Senate retired to 
their Chamber. 

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess subject to the call of 
the Chair. 

f 

b 1241 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee) at 
12 o’clock and 41 minutes p.m. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, April 29, 2015. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of 

the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
April 29, 2015 at 11 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 304. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD 
DURING RECESS 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the pro-
ceedings had during the recess be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2028, ENERGY AND 
WATER DEVELOPMENT AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016; PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 2029, 
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016; AND PROVIDING 
FOR PROCEEDINGS DURING THE 
PERIOD FROM MAY 4, 2015, 
THROUGH MAY 11, 2015 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 223 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 223 

Resolved, That (a) at any time after adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of any bill specified in section 
2 of this resolution. The first reading of each 
such bill shall be dispensed with. All points 
of order against consideration of each such 
bill are waived. General debate on each such 
bill shall be confined to that bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Appropria-
tions. After general debate each such bill 
shall be considered for amendment under the 
five-minute rule. Points of order against pro-
visions in each such bill for failure to com-
ply with clause 2 of rule XXI are waived. 

(b) During consideration of each such bill 
for amendment— 

(1) each amendment, other than amend-
ments provided for in paragraph (2), shall be 
debatable for 10 minutes equally divided and 
controlled by the proponent and an opponent 
and shall not be subject to amendment ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (2); 

(2) no pro forma amendment shall be in 
order except that the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Appro-
priations or their respective designees may 
offer up to 10 pro forma amendments each at 
any point for the purpose of debate; and 

(3) the chair of the Committee of the Whole 
may accord priority in recognition on the 
basis of whether the Member offering an 
amendment has caused it to be printed in the 
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule 
XVIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read. 
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