H2506

Yesterday, President Obama and I
fully agreed on the significance of
these guidelines. Ladies and gentle-
men, we agreed on a document that is
historic.

In the early 1990s, in the Persian
Gulf, Japan’s Self-Defense Forces
swept away sea mines. For 10 years, in
the Indian Ocean, Japanese Self-De-
fense Forces supported your operation
to stop the flow of terrorists and arms.
Meanwhile, in Cambodia, the Golan
Heights, Iraq, Haiti, and South Sudan,
members of our Self-Defense Forces
provided humanitarian support and
peacekeeping operations. Their number
amounts to 50,000.

Based on this track record, we are re-
solved to take yet more responsibility
for the peace and stability in the
world. It is for that purpose we are de-
termined to enact all necessary bills by
this coming summer. And we will do
exactly that.

We must make sure human security
will be preserved in addition to na-
tional security. That is our belief, firm
and solid.

We must do our best so that every in-
dividual gets education, medical sup-
port, and an opportunity to rise to be
self-reliant. Armed conflicts have al-
ways made women suffer the most. In
our age, we must realize the Kkind of
world where finally women are free
from human rights abuses.

Our servicemen and -women have
made substantial accomplishments. So
have our aid workers, who have worked
so steadily. Their combined sum has
given us a new self-identity.

That is why we now hold up high a
new banner that is ‘‘proactive con-
tribution to peace based on the prin-
ciple of international cooperation.”
Let me repeat. ‘‘Proactive contribution
to peace based on the principle of inter-
national cooperation” should lead
Japan along its road for the future.

Problems we face include terrorism,
infectious diseases, natural disasters,
and climate change. The time has come
for the U.S.-Japan alliance to face up
to and jointly tackle those challenges
that are new. After all, our alliance has
lasted more than a quarter of the en-
tire history of the United States. It is
an alliance that is sturdy, bound in
trust and friendship, deep between us.

No new concept should ever be nec-
essary for the alliance that connects
us, the biggest and the second biggest
democratic powers in the free world, in
working together. Always, it is an alli-
ance that cherishes our shared values
of the rule of law, respect for human
rights, and freedom.

When I was young in high school and
listened to the radio, there was a song
that flew out and shook my heart. It
was a song by Carole King.

When you’re down and troubled . . . close
your eyes and think of me, and I will be
there to brighten up even your darkest
night.

And that day, March 11, 2011, a big
quake, a tsunami, and a nuclear acci-
dent hit the northeastern part of
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Japan. The darkest night fell upon
Japan. But it was then we saw the U.S.
Armed Forces rushing to Japan to the
rescue at a scale never seen or heard
before. Lots and lots of people from all
corners of the U.S. extended the hand
of assistance to the children in the dis-
aster areas. Yes, we have got a friend
in you. Together, with the victims, you
shed tears. You gave us something,

something very, very precious. That
was hope, hope for the future.
Ladies and gentlemen, the finest

asset the U.S. has to give to the world
was hope, is hope, will be and must al-
ways be hope.

Distinguished representatives of the
citizens of the United States, let us
call the U.S.-Japan alliance an alliance
of hope. Let the two of us, America and
Japan, join our hands together and do
our best to make the world a better—a
much better—place to live.

Alliance of hope: together, we can
make a difference.

Thank you so much.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

At 12 o’clock and 8 minutes p.m., His
Excellency Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister
of Japan, accompanied by the com-
mittee of escort, retired from the Hall
of the House of Representatives.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms escorted the invited guests from
the Chamber in the following order:

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net;

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps.

————
JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the
joint meeting having been completed,
the Chair declares the joint meeting of
the two Houses now dissolved.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the joint meeting of the two
Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee) at
12 o’clock and 41 minutes p.m.

—————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 29, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of
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the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
April 29, 2015 at 11 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 304.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———————

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD
DURING RECESS

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the pro-
ceedings had during the recess be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF HR. 2028, ENERGY AND
WATER DEVELOPMENT AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016; PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 2029,
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016; AND PROVIDING
FOR PROCEEDINGS DURING THE
PERIOD FROM MAY 4, 2015,
THROUGH MAY 11, 2015

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 223 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 223

Resolved, That (a) at any time after adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of any bill specified in section
2 of this resolution. The first reading of each
such bill shall be dispensed with. All points
of order against consideration of each such
bill are waived. General debate on each such
bill shall be confined to that bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Appropria-
tions. After general debate each such bill
shall be considered for amendment under the
five-minute rule. Points of order against pro-
visions in each such bill for failure to com-
ply with clause 2 of rule XXI are waived.

(b) During consideration of each such bill
for amendment—

(1) each amendment, other than amend-
ments provided for in paragraph (2), shall be
debatable for 10 minutes equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an opponent
and shall not be subject to amendment ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (2);

(2) no pro forma amendment shall be in
order except that the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Appro-
priations or their respective designees may
offer up to 10 pro forma amendments each at
any point for the purpose of debate; and

(3) the chair of the Committee of the Whole
may accord priority in recognition on the
basis of whether the Member offering an
amendment has caused it to be printed in the
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule
XVIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read.
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