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I don’t know how anyone argues that
the Federal Government has got to in-
tervene in setting the marketplace for
wages on construction projects $2,000
or more, but not intervene in the price
of gas or the price of electricity or the
price of some of the commodities that
we are dealing with on a regular basis.

If we are going to have a robust econ-
omy, we have got to get a value re-
ceived for the work that is done, and
that value received is determined by
supply and demand in the marketplace,
not by a de facto mandated union
scale. I know how these scales are
reached. I know how these conferences
go.

Mr. Chairman, we want to save the
taxpayers money. We want to build 5
miles of road, not 4. We want to build
five bases, not four. We want to put
five different components out there, in-
stead of four, and get a return on the
taxpayers’ dollar so that we maximize
the utilization of the hard-earned tax
dollars that come from some of the
people that are working on these
projects.
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They want a return on their invest-
ment, too. You can’t argue that there
is fiscal responsibility in this country
if we are going to impose an additional
20 percent on every dollar that is spent
to produce construction projects on
MILCON in America.

So, Mr. Chairman, I urge the adop-
tion of my amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, I
demand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Iowa will be post-
poned.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I move to
strike the last word.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman I yield to
my colleague from New Jersey (Mr.
PAYNE) for a colloquy.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Chairman, I would
like to thank Chairman DENT and
Ranking Member BISHOP for your work
on this bill. And congratulations to
Congressman DENT on the work he has
done on H.R. 2029, his first bill as chair-
man of the Military Construction and
Veterans Affairs Appropriations Sub-
committee.

I admire Chairman DENT’s and Rank-
ing Member BISHOP’S commitment to
our veterans of America. They have
demonstrated day-to-day that they are
here for our people in the armed serv-
ices.

I would like to especially acknowl-
edge this bill’s provisions relating to
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the importance of early detection and
treatment of colorectal cancer. As the
bill notes, the VA has made screening
patients for colorectal cancer a pri-
ority, and I am encouraged by the steps
that this bill would take to ensure that
the VA continues to dedicate the re-
sources and attention to this impor-
tant issue which it deserves.

Almost every family in America, in-
cluding our veterans, including Mem-
bers of Congress, including people all
over this Nation, have been touched by
cancer. My father, former Congressman
Donald Payne, who served New Jer-
sey’s 10th Congressional District for 23
years, prior to me coming here and
taking his place, succumbed to this
preventable and treatable disease.

Chairman DENT, thank you for your
partnership on this issue. I am looking
forward to continuing to work together
to advance the fight against colorectal
cancer and lessen the needless loss of
life.

The committee report encourages the
VA to support additional research and
development in the field, including in-
vestigating a less costly blood test for
colorectal cancer. I applaud this lan-
guage, and I also understand that both
the FDA and CMS have approved a new
DNA, noninvasive, stool-based
colorectal cancer screening test that is
pending review with the Federal supply
services for availability in the VA
health system.

For clarity, does this committee also
encourage the VA to consider and re-
view such stool-based test screening?

Mr. DENT. Thank you, Congressman
PAYNE, for your shared interest in this
very important topic.

Mr. Chairman, I commend my col-
league for his steadfast support of
colorectal cancer awareness research,
prevention, and treatment efforts. As
the second leading cause of death in
men and women in the United States,
we have both seen the personal toll
that colorectal cancer can have on
family members and loved ones. Con-
gressman PAYNE obviously lost his fa-
ther; I lost my brother-in-law. It was
very painful for all of us. We lost them
all too soon.

It has been a privilege to work to-
gether with you on an issue that has
raised awareness and increased preven-
tive screenings. This is an issue that
affects far too many of our veterans
and, as you mentioned, this bill takes
steps to support the VA’s prevention
and treatment efforts.

The report’s language should not be
misconstrued as only focusing on blood
tests, and I certainly encourage the VA
to expedite its review of alternative
colorectal cancer screening tests, in-
cluding DNA stool-based noninvasive
tests. We certainly want to encourage
the VA in that regard.

I look forward to continuing to work
with on you these important matters.
Again, I want to really commend Con-
gressman PAYNE for his determination
and steadfast interest in advancing
therapies and treatments for colorectal
cancer.
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Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
NEWHOUSE) having assumed the chair,
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, Acting Chair of
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union, reported that
that Committee, having had under con-
sideration the bill (H.R. 2029) making
appropriations for military construc-
tion, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes, had come to no resolu-
tion thereon.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1732, REGULATORY INTEG-
RITY PROTECTION ACT OF 2015;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF CONFERENCE REPORT ON S.
CON. RES. 11, CONCURRENT RES-
OLUTION ON THE BUDGET, FIS-
CAL YEAR 2016; AND PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.J.
RES. 43, DISAPPROVAL OF DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA REPRODUC-
TIVE HEALTH NON-DISCRIMINA-
TION AMENDMENT ACT OF 2014

Mr. WOODALL, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 114-98) on the resolution (H.
Res. 231) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1732) to preserve existing
rights and responsibilities with respect
to waters of the United States, and for
other purposes; providing for consider-
ation of the conference report to ac-
company the concurrent resolution (S.
Con. Res. 11) setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2016 and
setting forth the appropriate budgetary
levels for fiscal years 2017 through 2025;
and providing for consideration of the
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 43) dis-
approving the action of the District of
Columbia Council in approving the Re-
productive Health Non-Discrimination
Amendment Act of 2014, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2028,
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Idaho?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 223 and rule
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