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best and brightest minds who will be
highly skilled workers and entre-
preneurs, back to their home countries
to become our competitors rather than
helping grow and create jobs right
here.

Today, I am introducing bipartisan
legislation, the STAPLE Act, with my
colleague, Congressman MIKE QUIGLEY,
to help fix this problem and Kkeep
America on the forefront of innovation.
The STAPLE Act will exempt recent
STEM graduates with a Ph.D. with

pending job offers from H-1B visa
quotas.
Mr. Speaker, our immigration sys-

tem is broken, and we must take ac-
tion to ensure that the system is fair
and that it keeps America competitive,
and passing the STAPLE Act is a good
step in the right direction.

——————

THE OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY
ASSESSMENT

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about the Office of Tech-
nology Assessment, the OTA.

For 22 years, the OTA was a key non-
partisan resource for Congress as it
dealt with scientific and technical pol-
icy issues. The OTA was overseen by a
Technical Advisory Board composed of
six Senators and six Representatives,
evenly split between the two parties.

The OTA was able to provide easy-to-
understand explanations of complex
scientific issues. For example, in 1988,
the OTA provided a study called
‘““Healthy Children: Investing in the
Future,” showing that infants with low
birth weights were more susceptible to
a variety of physical and mental dis-
abilities. This study helped change
Medicaid eligibility rules by expanding
access to prenatal care to millions of
women, saving lives and taxpayer
money. This, and other reports, pro-
vided the information needed to make
reasonable policy based on scientific
results.

This Congress needs scientific guid-
ance, and I urge my colleagues to join
me in calling for the reestablishment
of the Office of Technology Assess-
ment.

SUPPORTING THE PTC
ELIMINATION ACT

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, if we
are serious about making the Tax Code
simpler and fairer, then we have to get
rid of deadweight handouts. The PTC
Elimination Act, which I have au-
thored with Congressman POMPEO, is a
step in that direction. The bill scales
back and repeals the wind production
tax credit.

The PTC was created over 20 years
ago to help new forms of energy get on
their feet. Today, it is a largely bloated
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subsidy for the fully grown multi-
million-dollar wind industry. The ma-
ture wind industry shouldn’t be spoon
fed by taxpayers any longer. The PTC
needs to end.

By taking this no-longer-needed tax
credit off the books, the PTC Elimi-
nation Act brings fairness to our Tax
Code and enhances competition. That
is the kind of tax simplification we
need to reinvigorate the American
economy.

——
TRANSPACIFIC PARTNERSHIP

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, Japan’s Prime Minister addressed
Congress.

Each U.S. President has their Japan
opening initiative. All fail, as will
President Obama.

Soothing words are what Prime Min-
ister Abe gave Congress yesterday. But
here is the scorecard for U.S. trade
with Japan:

There hasn’t been a single year of
trade surplus for our country, not even
balance. Rather, over the last 20 years,
we have had $1,963,6564,100 trillion lost
dollars; U.S. dollars that have gone to
Japan from us buying their products,
but their markets remain closed to
ours.

The Trans-Pacific Partnership is not
a trade deal. It should be debated as a
treaty. It is a foreign policy arrange-
ment that is part of the shift to Asia.

As for the trade portion of the Trans-
Pacific Partnership, it facilitates the
movement of more U.S. jobs and cor-
porations into Vietnam and other na-
tions in the region. Labor costs there
are chasing cheap labor a third of that
of China now, and will ease the move-
ment of those goods back into—guess
where—our country again.

We have seen it before. It is time for
Congress to stand up for the workers
and communities of the United States
of America. Let us start building back
our middle class rather than keep ship-
ping it out every place but here.

———

CELEBRATING NEW HAMPSHIRE’S
EDUCATORS

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and give thanks to all
New Hampshire’s educators as we cele-
brate National Teacher Appreciation
Day.

Oftentimes our teachers don’t get the
thanks or credit that they deserve.
Granite State teachers devote their
lives to providing our children with the
tools, the resources, and the attention
necessary to be the very best that they
can be.

It is our teachers who listen to our
children, challenge them, and inspire
them to dream the impossible. They
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spend countless hours devoted to pre-
paring our kids for the next challenge,
whether that be passing a test or navi-
gating conflict. They don’t simply pre-
pare them for the grammar quiz on Fri-
day; they prepare them for the events
that will test them throughout their
lives.

So to all those who teach our kids
that anything is possible with hard
work and dedication, thank you. To all
those who encourage our students to
shoot for the stars, I say, thank you. It
is because of you that our Nation re-
mains the world leader of innovation,
ideas, and excellence.

———

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIONAL OUT-
DOOR LEADERSHIP SCHOOL

(Mrs. LUMMIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of the 50th anni-
versary of the National Outdoor Lead-
ership School.

NOLS was founded in Wyoming by
Paul Petzoldt. NOLS has taught thou-
sands of Americans and people world-
wide about the responsible use of the
outdoors and an appreciation for out-
door activities, recreation, hiking, that
is unsurpassed.

NOLS is headquartered in Wyoming,
in Lander, and we are proud that
NOLS’s mother ship is in our dear
State. NOLS is a wonderful organiza-
tion that provides stewardship of our
natural resources in a way that teaches
people how to enjoy and appreciate the
outdoors.

Congratulations, NOLS, the National
Outdoor Leadership School, on 50
years.

——
0 1230

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1732, REGULATORY IN-
TEGRITY PROTECTION ACT OF
2015; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF CONFERENCE REPORT
ON S. CON. RES. 11, CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET,
FISCAL YEAR 2016, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.J. RES. 43, DISAPPROVAL OF
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA REPRO-
DUCTIVE HEALTH NON-DISCRIMI-
NATION AMENDMENT ACT OF
2014

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 231 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 231

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1732) to pre-
serve existing rights and responsibilities
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