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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To-
day’s opening prayer will be offered by
Peter Milner, chaplain of the North
Carolina Senate in Raleigh, NC.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, You have been our
dwelling place for all generations. Be-
fore the mountains were brought forth,
You were God. So we bow our heads
and our hearts before You, and we seek
Your guidance as a nation. We are crip-
pled without Your help and helpless
without Your steadfast love. Come to
our assistance. Make haste to help us.
Forgive us of our sin, O Lord, and wipe
away the tears from our eyes.

We are so grateful for this day. We
come boldly to Your throne of grace,
and we bring our weaknesses, we bring
our doubts and our requests, and we
submit our pleas before You, a holy
and a good God. Have compassion on
the lonely, and grant peace to the bro-
kenhearted.

Hear all these prayers, O Lord, and
bless all of those Members assembled
here. Pour out the oil of Your gladness
down upon this Nation, upon these pro-
ceedings, upon this government, and
towards every one of these hard-work-
ing representatives of Your people.

It is in Jesus’s Name we pray. Amen.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HELLER). The Senator from North
Carolina.

Senate

WELCOMING THE GUEST
CHAPLAIN

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I rise
today to welcome to this body a friend
and a fellow North Carolinian, Peter
Milner. Chaplain Milner serves the
North Carolina General Assembly as
the State’s senate chaplain.

A fellow Demon Deacon and an alum-
na of Wake Forest, he received his un-
dergraduate degree in sociology and re-
ligion. While at Wake Forest, Chaplain
Milner was instrumental in the cre-
ation of the Wake Forest Volunteer
Service Corps, which engages hundreds
of students, faculty, and staff to par-
ticipate in community-based organiza-
tions.

After completing his undergraduate
work at Wake Forest, he went on to
earn his master’s in secondary social
studies education to become a high
school teacher. Called to the ministry
after his first year of teaching, he at-
tended Duke Divinity School, where he
thrived in his role as resident coordi-
nator of Emmaus House in Raleigh,
which provides safe, affordable housing
for working homeless men recovering
from substance dependency. Chaplain
Milner’s devotion to and passion for
helping the homeless is unwavering
and very clear. I saw it for myself when
I first met Peter a few years ago at a
homeless center in Raleigh, NC.

Besides his tireless work on behalf of
the homeless, Chaplain Milner has been
instrumental in improving the lives of
students, medical patients, and—a
cause very important to North Caro-
linians, including me—our Nation’s
veterans. Because of his work as an
outreach specialist for veterans at
StepUp Ministry, Chaplain Milner es-
tablished an important link between
veterans in need and the business com-
munity. His hard work continues to
help struggling veterans achieve stable
lives through employment counseling
and life skills training.

The North Carolina General Assem-
bly is blessed to have a man who has

devoted his life to causes much larger
than himself. But of all that he has ac-
complished in life so far, he says his
greatest accomplishment is being a
husband to his bride of 13 years, Anna,
and a father to their two beautiful chil-
dren, Silas and Josie, who are all with
us today.

Chaplain Milner, I thank you for
leading our Chamber in prayer today,
and I welcome you.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I thank
Chaplain Milner for being here.

I want to talk about a friend. He is
somebody who blessed our legislature
during the time I was speaker of the
house.

I will not repeat all of the things
Peter has done for the community. I
want to speak specifically about what
he has done for the State chamber and
the general assembly, the part where 1
was speaker. He was a calm presence in
an otherwise chaotic environment
called the legislative body—not unlike
the one we have here. He is always
somebody you can look to for guidance,
support, and for inspiration, and for
that, I thank him.

I will also say—you notice he is a lit-
tle bit tall. He played basketball at
Wake.

We have this rivalry with South
Carolina. We play basketball every
year. We get together and we either
travel down to South Carolina or the
legislature comes here. I played on
that basketball team for 4 years. In
each of those 4 years, we were hopeful
that Peter would play with us, but for
some reason he didn’t. Now, the only
thing that I see differently—he is play-
ing this year, since my departure.

I hope your decision to play isn’t be-
cause of my exit, Peter.

I thank you for being here and for
your contribution to the community. I
welcome your family, who I believe is
in the Chamber today. I hope you enjoy
today.
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On behalf of all Members who benefit
from your guidance and your spiritual
presence and guidance in the State of
North Carolina and the general assem-
bly, thank you, and welcome.

——

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

PACQUIAO-MAYWEATHER FIGHT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, as some
know, I fought a little bit. I was in the
minor leagues for a couple of years.

As the Presiding Officer knows, in
Nevada, on Saturday night, in Las
Vegas, there is going to be a stunning
athletic event, one of the most signifi-
cant athletic events, actually, in the
last 50 years. It is a wonderful occasion
for Nevada to host the fight between
Manny Pacquiao—I should say Con-
gressman Pacquiao, who is a member
of the Philippine Congress—and Floyd
Mayweather. They will be battling for
three separate titles. They are fighting
for the 147-pound weight class—for all
the people who think that is small,
that is the class that—we have had
some of our great fighters of all time
who have fought that same weight
level.

These are two great athletes. The
winner of the match will be crowned as
the greatest pound for pound fighter in
the world, and they will go down as two
of the finest fighters ever in the his-
tory of the world. So regardless of who
wins, this bout is projected to shatter
boxing records for not only being a sig-
nificant boxing match—the focus of the
world will be on this fight. People all
over the world will be watching this
fight.

They don’t really know how many
pay-per-view purchases are expected,
but I made one last night. I was plan-
ning on going to the fight, but, as my
friend the Presiding Officer knows,
things have changed over the years. If
we want to get one of those good seats,
we have to pay for it. I have been will-
ing to do that in the past, but the traf-
fic was a little too heavy there, so I de-
cided to watch it here with some of my
family. But I am so happy that the
pay-per-view purchases are expected to
exceed 3 million people, and they won’t
get it any cheaper than I did—$99.95. So
it is wonderful that all previous
records will be broken as to revenue.

The only thing I don’t like about it is
the fight doesn’t start back here until
9 o’clock and usually they don’t end
until midnight. I wish they would start
a little earlier, but, as I have learned
with my baseball, they just start them
later back here.

I am very excited about this unfor-
gettable fight. There is nothing like a
championship fight. There is nothing
like one that has all this attention.

After I started practicing law, I
started judging fights. I was on the Ne-
vada fight commission, and I judged
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fights. I judged lots of fights. I can re-
member the first big fight I went to.
Oh, it was a big fight. I walked in
there, and I couldn’t imagine there
would be that much attention on any-
thing. Of course, there were thousands
of people there. I was excited. I was
going to judge one of the preliminary
fights. It was stunning. You see ring-
side all of these glamorous, important
people. These fights catch the enthu-
siasm of sports fans all over the world.

The eagerness that I have of watch-
ing this fight goes far beyond the sport
of boxing or the spectacle of a marquis
matchup. I am thrilled for Nevada.
This fight will inject hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars into the State’s econ-
omy. It will benefit Nevadans all—
fighters and their teams, of course, ho-
tels, restaurants, cab drivers, lim-
ousine drivers, parking valets, maids
will get bigger tips than they usually
get. It will be a great time for Nevada.

So I have done everything I can with-
in my power here as a Member of the
legislature to help in any way that I
can. I have interceded on a couple of
occasions to help make this fight move
forward, and I was very happy to do so.

I love this sport. Some of my most
prized possessions in my home are fight
pictures. I have one picture of the
great Joe Louis and Max Schmeling,
and they both signed that picture be-
fore they died. I had the good fortune,
when Joe Louis spent so much time at
Caesars Palace, to have met him. I
have pictures hanging on my wall of
my dear father-in-law, who worked
with fighters. I have a picture on the
wall—they are all together—of him
with Jack Dempsey, with Primo
Carnera, who was 6 foot 7, a huge
man—my father-in-law was about b5
foot 5—Sugar Ray Robinson. All
these—not all of them, but many great
fighters are there with my father-in-
law. I love that picture, and it reminds
me of my minor league experience in
boxing.

I am very excited about watching
this fight.

Las Vegas has been the entertain-
ment capital of the world for a long
time, and we are happy that, in fact, is
the case. But a few short years ago, as
the Presiding Officer knows, we were
hit very hard. The debacle that took
place on Wall Street hurt Nevada more
than any other place. We have been re-
covering. We haven’t recovered totally,
but we have recovered significantly.

The 2008 economic collapse took a
heavy toll on Nevada. A quarter of Ne-
vadans are employed in the tourism
and hospitality industry, and when the
recession hit, they got hurt, as did all
working classes—construction workers;
everybody got hurt—but we fought our
way back.

Last year, we welcomed to Las Vegas
41 million people—little Las Vegas, 41
million people. It is not so little, but
the Presiding Officer and I remember
when it was a little place. But now it is
a community with a metropolitan area
of over 2 million people. Forty-one mil-
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lion people have come to Las Vegas and
produced an economic impact of more
than $560 billion. We shattered previous
records by attracting 1.4 million more
visitors than we did—in 2014. So it is
only going to get better, and the
Pacquiao-Mayweather fight will keep
that momentum going for Nevada.

I am not picking a winner. I wish
both men the best of luck. But, admit-
tedly, I am a little biased because of
my relationship with Manny Pacquiao.

As the Presiding Officer will remem-
ber, one of my real campaigners in one
of my difficult races was Manny
Pacquiao. He campaigned for me. He
broke training to come out of L.A.,
flew in for a big event I had one night.
So you have to remember that kind of
stuff. So I have a very good relation-
ship with Manny Pacquiao. Certainly, 1
don’t have a bad one with Floyd
Mayweather, but I know Manny
Pacquiao much better than I know
Floyd Mayweather. He stood in my cor-
ner in the past, and he will always have
my support.

Regardless, though, of which fighter
reigns supreme on that Saturday
night—and one of them will. They are
alone. Nobody is there with them. Re-
gardless of who leaves the arena with
that big belt, Nevada’s hard-working
economy will have won the fight.

——

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

IRAN NUCLEAR AGREEMENT
REVIEW ACT

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
Senate will soon resume consideration
of the Iran Nuclear Agreement Review
Act. I expect we will consider several
amendments today, and I continue to
encourage Senators to come to the
floor and offer them.

The Iran Nuclear Agreement Review
Act is bipartisan legislation that will
ensure that Congress and the American
people have a chance to review any
comprehensive agreement reached with
Iran, and it ensures they will be able to
do so before congressional sanctions
are lifted.

Here is why that is critical. First,
these sanctions are a big reason why
America was able even to bring Iran to
the table in the first place. We
shouldn’t be giving up that leverage
now without the American people,
through the Members of Congress they
elect, having a chance to weigh in.
Quite simply, the American people ex-
pect us to have an opportunity to
evaluate this agreement or not.

Second, Iran wouldn’t just use the
funds derived from sanctions relief to
rebuild its economy. It is certain to use
that money to fund proxy forces such
as Hezbollah and to prop up the Assad
regime. What is clear is that Iran is de-
termined to use every tool—to use
every tool—at its disposal to expand
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