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You rarely win, but sometimes you
do.’’ Rex did not win all his cases, but
he won quite a few and always tried to
see things to their end. Rex had that
courage that Atticus Finch described.
During the 1960s and 1970s, Rex
earned a reputation as a civil rights
and labor attorney. He fiercely fought
for equal rights for African Americans
and represented teachers in East St.
Louis.
By the end of the 1970s, Rex’s practice had turned toward personal injury,
and he became a legend. He won national acclaim as the best-prepared
lawyer in Metro East and even made it
into the Guinness Book of Records for
three categories: the longest civil jury
trial; the largest personal injury verdict at the time; and the largest libel
verdict.
The longest trial also was one of his
proudest moments of his career. A
tanker car carrying wood preservative
with a dioxin contaminant spilled in
Sturgeon, MO, injuring many of the
town’s residents. He represented 65 of
them. All but one of the parties settled
with the residents. Chemical giant
Monsanto, manufacturer of the dioxin,
refused, and Rex took them to court.
Rex fought for three and a half years
in the case. There were 182 witnesses,
6,000 separate exhibits, and over 100,000
pages in transcript. Rex’s skill was on
full display. He cross-examined a witness for 6 months and then another
witness for 5 months. The jury awarded
the plaintiffs $16 million. An appeals
court would disappoint him and the
residents by reducing the award to $1
million.
Rex went on to win many cases and
mentor many young lawyers in Metro
East. His career was about holding corporations responsible and ensuring his
clients’ rights. Rex’s cross-examinations were the stuff of folklore. At 88
years old, he was still working out of
his Missouri Avenue office in East St.
Louis. It’s where he was from, and he
wanted people to be able to come to
him for help.
Rex was a giant in Metro East. My
thoughts and prayers go out to his four
sons, Rex G. Carr of Vermont, Bruce
Carr of Valparaiso, IN, Eric Reeve of
Mack’s Creek, MO, and Glenn Carr of
Columbia, IL; a daughter, Kathryn
Marie Wheeler of Los Angeles, CA; 16
grandchildren; and 20 great-grandchildren.
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THE RUNAWAY AND HOMELESS
YOUTH AND TRAFFICKING PREVENTION ACT
Mr. LEAHY. Last week, the Senate
considered a very important amendment to S. 178, the Justice for Victims
of Trafficking Act. Senator COLLINS
and I offered amendment No. 290, the
Runaway and Homeless Youth and
Trafficking Prevention Act, which was
cosponsored by Senators AYOTTE, MURKOWSKI, BALDWIN, HEITKAMP, SHAHEEN,
BENNET, MURPHY, MERKLEY, SCHATZ,
KLOBUCHAR, and BOOKER.
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As we crafted this legislation, Senator COLLINS and I listened to the stories of survivors of human trafficking
and the service providers who help
them rebuild their lives. So many of
these stories began with a homeless or
runaway teen, scared and alone, and in
need of a safe place to sleep. These
young people were completely vulnerable, and traffickers preyed upon their
desperation. Survivors and service providers underscored the importance of
preventing human trafficking from
happening in the first place by reauthorizing the critical programs funded
by the Runaway and Homeless Youth
Act.
With their feedback in mind, we
crafted S. 262, the Runaway and Homeless Youth and Trafficking Prevention
Act. We made important updates to ensure that homeless youth service providers are specifically trained to recognize victims of trafficking, address
their unique traumas, and refer them
to appropriate and caring services.
Our bill will improve services for
these vulnerable children in several
ways. We lengthen the time that youth
can stay in shelters from 21 days to 30
days, so they are better able to find
stable housing. Kids who are forced out
of shelters and back onto the streets
before they are ready are more likely
to become victims of exploitation. Our
bill prioritizes suicide prevention services and family reunification efforts
and expands aftercare services. Providers know that such measures save
children’s lives and help them build a
more stable future with families and
trusted adults. Under our bill, service
providers will collect data on the demographics of youth who are served by
their shelters to help understand their
needs and refine their services. It encourages grantees to examine the connection between youth who are victims
of trafficking and any previous involvement in the foster care system or
juvenile justice system in order to address the causes of youth homelessness.
It further requires staff training on
how to help youth apply for Federal
student loans to help make college possible for youth so they can build a
more stable future.
The Runaway and Homeless Youth
and Trafficking Prevention Act also includes a crucial nondiscrimination provision that would prevent discrimination against youth based on their race,
color, religion, national origin, sex,
gender identity, sexual orientation or
disability. We offered this important
legislation as amendment No. 290 to
the Justice for Victims of Trafficking
Act.
We were very disappointed that it received only 56 votes and failed to garner the 60 votes necessary for passage,
but we are encouraged that it received
a strong bipartisan vote from a majority of the Senate. I want to thank the
54 other Senators who voted for this
legislation: Senators AYOTTE, BALDWIN,
BENNET, BLUMENTHAL, BOOKER, BOXER,
BROWN, CANTWELL, CAPITO, CARDIN,
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CARPER, CASEY, COONS, DONNELLY,
DURBIN, FEINSTEIN, FRANKEN, GILLIBRAND, HEINRICH, HEITKAMP, HELLER,
HIRONO, KAINE, KING, KIRK, KLOBUCHAR,
MANCHIN, MARKEY, MCCASKILL, MENENDEZ, MERKLEY, MIKULSKI, MURKOWSKI,
MURPHY, MURRAY, NELSON, PAUL,
PETERS, PORTMAN, REED, REID, SANDERS, SCHATZ, SCHUMER, SHAHEEN, STABENOW, SULLIVAN, TESTER, TOOMEY,
UDALL, WARNER, WARREN, WHITEHOUSE,
and WYDEN. We appreciate their support and their dedication to working to
prevent vulnerable youth from becoming victims of human trafficking.
I especially applaud Senators COLLINS, HEITKAMP, AYOTTE, and MURKOWSKI for their help fighting to get a
vote on this amendment. Their leadership on this issue is exceptional, and
the Senate is better for having them as
Members.
I also want to thank the tireless advocates who have worked so hard to
help us improve the bill and urge support for the effort: Darla Bardine, with
National Network for Youth; Jennifer
Pike and David Stacy, with Human
Rights Campaign; Cyndi Lauper and
Gregory Lewis, with the True Colors
Fund; Bridget Petruczok and Laura
Durso, with the Center for American
Progress; Melysa Sperber, with the Alliance to End Slavery and Trafficking;
Holly Austin Smith, Jayne Bigelsen,
and Kevin Ryan, with Covenant House;
Calvin Smith and Kreig Pinkham, with
the Vermont Coalition of Runaway and
Homeless
Youth
Programs;
Erin
Albright, with Give Way to Freedom;
Griselda Vega, with Safe Horizon;
Susan Burton, with the United Methodist Church; and the many others who
provided us with their feedback as we
drafted this important legislation.
They are the true experts in this field
and their insights and contributions
were invaluable.
This is not the end for the Runaway
and Homeless Youth and Trafficking
Prevention Act. As I have said time
and again, we must protect the most
vulnerable among us, and we must do
everything we can to prevent the heinous crime of human trafficking from
occurring. It is vital that we update
and reauthorize the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act. We will continue
to fight to see the passage of the Runaway and Homeless Youth and Trafficking Prevention Act.
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THANKING AMERICAN DIPLOMATS
Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise
today to take a moment to honor the
American diplomats who serve our
country. Specifically, I want to thank
the American diplomats who have been
on the front lines working for America
throughout the Iran nuclear P5+1 negotiations. They address so many vital
issues on a daily basis, some of which
we hear about in the news but many of
which never reach the headlines.
The Corker-Cardin bill is now on the
floor, addressing the role of Congress in
a final deal with Iran. I hope there will
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be
deliberative,
thorough
debate
around this important issue. I want to
put aside the partisan bellowing and
grandstanding, some of which has regrettably stooped to impugn our diplomats, and rather take a moment to
recognize our diplomats for their efforts to find peaceful solutions to the
Iranian nuclear menace that threatens
the world.
For 2 years, America’s diplomats
have labored quietly, with no aspiration for personal accolade, to represent
our Nation’s best intersts and build the
foundation for a possible P5+1 agreement with Iran. The United States has
had little contact with Iran since 1979,
but their shrewdness and duplicity at
the negotiating table is well known. It
has been a huge task with no certainty
of outcome. There have been innumerable hurdles. There have been many
setbacks, and there will be more. But
our diplomats have stayed steady, focused on the task at hand.
Diplomacy is about understanding
strategic motivations, applying fact
and science to argument, and maintaining an unwavering commitment to
American
values
and
interests
throughout complex talks with an
untrustworthy and difficult foe. America’s diplomats have done so with focus
and integrity.
During the negotiations, American
diplomats have also been supported and
informed by a tremendous cadre of
American experts: scientists, intelligence professionals, civilian experts,
members of the military and academics. This process has been a collective effort that has drawn on the country’s best and brightest.
There was once a time when politics
ended at the water’s edge, but in recent
years we have seen the erosion of that
principle and, instead, a rise in the
practice of subsuming the interests of
the country to tactical political objectives. The leadership of our diplomats
is critical and needed now more than
ever, and I want them to know—we
value and appreciate you. Regardless of
what you might think of the talks in
the first place, the dedication of America’s diplomats has made us all proud.
For that, I thank them.
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TRIBUTE TO MEAGHAN MCCARTHY
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today
I wish to pay tribute to a devoted public servant and tireless friend of the
people of Washington State as she
moves on from the staff of the United
States Senate. Meaghan McCarthy has
dedicated nearly 13 years in service to
the Appropriations Committee and is
widely recognized for her expertise in
housing policy. I know that back in
Washington State, here in the Senate,
and
across
the
country—Ms.
McCarthy’s important work has helped
so many people find affordable housing
and get back on their feet. I know so
many will miss her compassionate advocacy on behalf of those facing housing challenges, from veterans requiring

VerDate Sep 11 2014

04:53 May 01, 2015

S2561

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Jkt 049060

supportive housing, to working-class
families that need a helping hand to remain in safe and affordable homes, and
so many more.
A Massachusetts native and graduate
of Notre Dame and Johns Hopkins University, Ms. McCarthy began her career
in public policy as an advocate for children, working at the Children’s Defense
Fund. She then joined the Appropriations Committee as professional staff,
where she developed a keen understanding of complex Federal housing
policy. As a top staff member on the
Appropriations
Subcommittee
on
Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies, Ms.
McCarthy has overseen and helped fund
key affordable housing supports that
make sure millions of people across the
country have access to high-quality affordable housing. From tenant vouchers provided through the section 8 program to homeless assistance grants,
supportive HUD-VASH vouchers for
our veterans, and public housing funds,
Ms. McCarthy has worked hand-inhand with housing officials in my State
to make sure Washington State families receive the resources they need.
It is so clear to me that Washington
State
has
benefited
from
Ms.
McCarthy’s hard work, vast knowledge,
and compassion for people and families
fighting to make ends meet. During my
time as the subcommittee’s chair, I
was always thankful that she was
working on my State’s behalf. Many of
our housing advocates and authorities
have reached out to my office to express their appreciation for her work.
They have called her a ‘‘critical bridge
between Washington state’s communities and our nation’s big-picture,
broad-stroke policy and budget machinery,’’ someone who translated realworld neighborhood needs into action
in a complex Federal bureaucracy.
Ms. McCarthy’s work has had real
and measurable impacts in Washington
State communities. Stephen Norman,
the executive director of the King
County Housing Authority, was kind
enough to share an anecdote wherein
Ms. McCarthy pioneered a program to
fund community facilities adjacent to
public housing, which he called ‘‘a
cross-cutting initiative that recognized
the importance of education success for
low income children and the opportunities created by partnering schools and
Housing Authorities.’’ When HUD’s
draft rules effectively excluded suburban communities, which require a network of smaller facilities, Ms. McCarthy did what she does best: she went to
work to solve the problem and change
the rules. And change them she did.
Now, King County has a network of 14
youth facilities, serving some of the
poorest families in the region and helping children to reach their potential
and to realize their dreams.
Today I join with others throughout
the country, the State of Washington,
and this body in thanking Ms. McCarthy for her years of service. I congratulate her on all of her accomplishments

PO 00000

Frm 00019

Fmt 0624

Sfmt 0634

and wish her the best of luck in her future endeavors.
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WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I
commemorate World Press Freedom
Day 2015 on May 3, 2015—a day reserved
to celebrate the value of freedom of
press and the critical role it serves in
creating a more free and open society.
In its highest forms, the press does not
simply inform, but brings attention to
atrocities around the world, provides
checks on authoritarian governments,
and catalyzes better governance.
The United States has recognized the
great value of freedom of the press
from its inception and in its Declaration of Universal Rights, the United
Nations acknowledged the profound
role of this fundamental right. On May
3, 1991, in the Windhoek Declaration,
the U.N. recommitted itself to this important cause with a call to arms to
protect the right of the press ‘‘to hold
opinions without interference and to
seek, receive and impart information
and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.’’
A pluralistic and free press is essential to the development and maintenance of democracy as well as economic development. According to Freedom House’s 2014 Freedom of the Press
Index, only 14 percent of the world’s
citizens live in countries that enjoy a
free press. In every other corner of the
world, freedom of the press is threatened by governments that want to restrict freedom of expression and association by harassing and intimidating
journalists. According to Reporters
Without Borders, 69 journalists and 19
citizen journalists were killed in 2014 in
connection with their collection and
dissemination of news and information,
and the Committee to Protect Journalists, found that in that same year the
3 deadliest countries for journalists on
assignment were Syria, Ukraine, and
Iraq. Today we honor all journalists
who have been imprisoned or killed
while seeking to tell a story that deserves to be told and needs to be heard.
The weekend of April 25 marked the
1-year anniversary of the arrest of
three independent journalists and six
bloggers in Ethiopia known as the
‘‘Zone 9 bloggers.’’ The reporters, who
published articles criticizing the government, have been charged under
Ethiopia’s Anti-Terrorism Proclamation, seemingly in connection with
their writings. They remain in jail to
this day, their trial once again postponed until after the Ethiopian elections. Unfortunately, this sort of imprisonment is not an isolated incident
in Ethiopia. According to Human
Rights Watch, Ethiopia has the second
largest number of journalists in exile
and the largest number of imprisoned
journalists and bloggers in all of subSaharan Africa.
I and a number of my colleagues
wrote Secretary Kerry in March about
our ongoing concern with efforts by the
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