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You rarely win, but sometimes you
do.” Rex did not win all his cases, but
he won quite a few and always tried to
see things to their end. Rex had that
courage that Atticus Finch described.

During the 1960s and 1970s, Rex
earned a reputation as a civil rights
and labor attorney. He fiercely fought
for equal rights for African Americans
and represented teachers in East St.
Louis.

By the end of the 1970s, Rex’s prac-
tice had turned toward personal injury,
and he became a legend. He won na-
tional acclaim as the best-prepared
lawyer in Metro East and even made it
into the Guinness Book of Records for
three categories: the longest civil jury
trial; the largest personal injury ver-
dict at the time; and the largest libel
verdict.

The longest trial also was one of his
proudest moments of his career. A
tanker car carrying wood preservative
with a dioxin contaminant spilled in
Sturgeon, MO, injuring many of the
town’s residents. He represented 65 of
them. All but one of the parties settled
with the residents. Chemical giant
Monsanto, manufacturer of the dioxin,
refused, and Rex took them to court.

Rex fought for three and a half years
in the case. There were 182 witnesses,
6,000 separate exhibits, and over 100,000
pages in transcript. Rex’s skill was on
full display. He cross-examined a wit-
ness for 6 months and then another
witness for 5 months. The jury awarded
the plaintiffs $16 million. An appeals
court would disappoint him and the
residents by reducing the award to $1
million.

Rex went on to win many cases and
mentor many young lawyers in Metro
East. His career was about holding cor-
porations responsible and ensuring his
clients’ rights. Rex’s cross-examina-
tions were the stuff of folklore. At 88
years old, he was still working out of
his Missouri Avenue office in East St.
Louis. It’s where he was from, and he
wanted people to be able to come to
him for help.

Rex was a giant in Metro East. My
thoughts and prayers go out to his four
sons, Rex G. Carr of Vermont, Bruce
Carr of Valparaiso, IN, Eric Reeve of
Mack’s Creek, MO, and Glenn Carr of
Columbia, IL; a daughter, Kathryn
Marie Wheeler of Los Angeles, CA; 16
grandchildren; and 20 great-grand-
children.

———

THE RUNAWAY AND HOMELESS
YOUTH AND TRAFFICKING PRE-
VENTION ACT

Mr. LEAHY. Last week, the Senate
considered a very important amend-
ment to S. 178, the Justice for Victims
of Trafficking Act. Senator COLLINS
and I offered amendment No. 290, the
Runaway and Homeless Youth and
Trafficking Prevention Act, which was
cosponsored by Senators AYOTTE, MUR-
KOWSKI, BALDWIN, HEITKAMP, SHAHEEN,
BENNET, MURPHY, MERKLEY, SCHATZ,
KLOBUCHAR, and BOOKER.
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As we crafted this legislation, Sen-
ator COLLINS and I listened to the sto-
ries of survivors of human trafficking
and the service providers who help
them rebuild their lives. So many of
these stories began with a homeless or
runaway teen, scared and alone, and in
need of a safe place to sleep. These
young people were completely vulner-
able, and traffickers preyed upon their
desperation. Survivors and service pro-
viders underscored the importance of
preventing human trafficking from
happening in the first place by reau-
thorizing the critical programs funded
by the Runaway and Homeless Youth
Act.

With their feedback in mind, we
crafted S. 262, the Runaway and Home-
less Youth and Trafficking Prevention
Act. We made important updates to en-
sure that homeless youth service pro-
viders are specifically trained to recog-
nize victims of trafficking, address
their unique traumas, and refer them
to appropriate and caring services.

Our bill will improve services for
these vulnerable children in several
ways. We lengthen the time that youth
can stay in shelters from 21 days to 30
days, so they are better able to find
stable housing. Kids who are forced out
of shelters and back onto the streets
before they are ready are more likely
to become victims of exploitation. Our
bill prioritizes suicide prevention serv-
ices and family reunification efforts
and expands aftercare services. Pro-
viders know that such measures save
children’s lives and help them build a
more stable future with families and
trusted adults. Under our bill, service
providers will collect data on the de-
mographics of youth who are served by
their shelters to help understand their
needs and refine their services. It en-
courages grantees to examine the con-
nection between youth who are victims
of trafficking and any previous in-
volvement in the foster care system or
juvenile justice system in order to ad-
dress the causes of youth homelessness.
It further requires staff training on
how to help youth apply for Federal
student loans to help make college pos-
sible for youth so they can build a
more stable future.

The Runaway and Homeless Youth
and Trafficking Prevention Act also in-
cludes a crucial nondiscrimination pro-
vision that would prevent discrimina-
tion against youth based on their race,
color, religion, national origin, sex,
gender identity, sexual orientation or
disability. We offered this important
legislation as amendment No. 290 to
the Justice for Victims of Trafficking
Act.

We were very disappointed that it re-
ceived only 56 votes and failed to gar-
ner the 60 votes necessary for passage,
but we are encouraged that it received
a strong bipartisan vote from a major-
ity of the Senate. I want to thank the
54 other Senators who voted for this
legislation: Senators AYOTTE, BALDWIN,
BENNET, BLUMENTHAL, BOOKER, BOXER,
BROWN, CANTWELL, CAPITO, CARDIN,
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CARPER, CASEY, COONS, DONNELLY,
DURBIN, FEINSTEIN, FRANKEN, GILLI-
BRAND, HEINRICH, HEITKAMP, HELLER,
HIrRONO, KAINE, KING, KIRK, KLOBUCHAR,
MANCHIN, MARKEY, MCCASKILL, MENEN-
DEZ, MERKLEY, MIKULSKI, MURKOWSKI,
MURPHY, MURRAY, NELSON, PAUL,
PETERS, PORTMAN, REED, REID, SAND-
ERS, SCHATZ, SCHUMER, SHAHEEN, STA-
BENOW, SULLIVAN, TESTER, TOOMEY,
UDALL, WARNER, WARREN, WHITEHOUSE,
and WYDEN. We appreciate their sup-
port and their dedication to working to
prevent vulnerable youth from becom-
ing victims of human trafficking.

I especially applaud Senators COL-
LINS, HEITKAMP, AYOTTE, and MUR-
KOWSKI for their help fighting to get a
vote on this amendment. Their leader-
ship on this issue is exceptional, and
the Senate is better for having them as
Members.

I also want to thank the tireless ad-
vocates who have worked so hard to
help us improve the bill and urge sup-
port for the effort: Darla Bardine, with
National Network for Youth; Jennifer
Pike and David Stacy, with Human
Rights Campaign; Cyndi Lauper and
Gregory Lewis, with the True Colors
Fund; Bridget Petruczok and Laura
Durso, with the Center for American
Progress; Melysa Sperber, with the Al-
liance to End Slavery and Trafficking;
Holly Austin Smith, Jayne Bigelsen,
and Kevin Ryan, with Covenant House;
Calvin Smith and Kreig Pinkham, with
the Vermont Coalition of Runaway and
Homeless Youth  Programs; Erin
Albright, with Give Way to Freedom;
Griselda Vega, with Safe Horizon;
Susan Burton, with the United Meth-
odist Church; and the many others who
provided us with their feedback as we
drafted this important Ilegislation.
They are the true experts in this field
and their insights and contributions
were invaluable.

This is not the end for the Runaway
and Homeless Youth and Trafficking
Prevention Act. As I have said time
and again, we must protect the most
vulnerable among us, and we must do
everything we can to prevent the hei-
nous crime of human trafficking from
occurring. It is vital that we update
and reauthorize the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act. We will continue
to fight to see the passage of the Run-
away and Homeless Youth and Traf-
ficking Prevention Act.

————

THANKING AMERICAN DIPLOMATS

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise
today to take a moment to honor the
American diplomats who serve our
country. Specifically, I want to thank
the American diplomats who have been
on the front lines working for America
throughout the Iran nuclear P5+1 nego-
tiations. They address so many vital
issues on a daily basis, some of which
we hear about in the news but many of
which never reach the headlines.

The Corker-Cardin bill is now on the
floor, addressing the role of Congress in
a final deal with Iran. I hope there will
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