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Ethiopian government to restrict free-
dom of speech and association in Ethi-
opia. In recent months numerous
media publications have closed amid
widespread harassment, and the Ethio-
pian government continues to control
most television and radio broadcasting
content. Today, I again urge the Ethio-
pian government to respect freedom of
expression and freedom of the press—
especially in advance of the May 24
elections. Anti-terrorism laws must
not be used for political gain or to sti-
fle the expression of dissenting polit-
ical views.

The continued imprisonment of
Washington Post reporter Jason
Rezaian, who remains in Iran on al-
leged espionage charges, is another ex-
ample of the immense duress that jour-
nalists around the world endure. Mr.
Rezaian, an esteemed and respected
professional journalist, has been im-
prisoned in Tehran since July 22. As
the United States and Iran continue to
negotiate a nuclear agreement, it is
important that we not forget about
Jason Rezaian, an Iranian-American
who deserves to be free.

And, finally, the world will never for-
get the brutal and barbaric murder of
American reporter James Foley by the
Islamic State this past summer. His
death reminds us that it is not only op-
pressive governments that threaten
journalists, but terrorist organizations
as well. Foley’s life’s work chronicling
the war torn countries of Afghanistan
and Syria speaks to a deep commit-
ment to the truth, a desire to tell the
story of the world’s most vulnerable
and the right to freedom of the press
even in the gravest of circumstances.
This is what freedom of the press is all
about.

As witnesses to the good that free
press provides to society and the threat
that it faces, we have a responsibility
to stand against injustice, to tell the
stories of these brave journalists and
others in the hopes of securing their
freedom and preventing future trage-
dies from occurring. As George Mason
said in 1776, ‘“The freedom of the press
is one of the greatest bulwarks of lib-
erty, and can never be restrained but
by despotic governments.”” On World
Press Freedom Day 2015, the United
States and governments around the
world must recommit themselves to
protecting press freedom in order to
enable democracy to flourish and good
governance to prevail.

————

NATIONAL OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP
SCHOOL 50TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, this
year we commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of NOLS, the National Outdoor
Leadership School. What started in
Wyoming has now grown to 14 loca-
tions worldwide on six continents.
NOLS locations stretch from the fjords
of Norway and the Indian Himalayas to
the Yukon and east Africa.

In the last 50 years there have been
over 250,000 graduates ranging in ages
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from 14 to over 70 years old. They come
from all walks of life, from all 50
States, and numerous countries around
the world. They come to learn moun-
taineering, kayaking, horse packing,
sailing, backcountry skiing, caving,
and wilderness medicine skills, just to
name a few.

As a doctor, I appreciate the impor-
tance NOLS places on outdoor medi-
cine. The Wyss Wilderness Medicine
Campus was designed and located to
create an optimal learning environ-
ment for students of wilderness medi-
cine. At the campus, classroom experi-
ence extends to the outdoors with real-
life simulations in wild and realistic
terrain.

I find it very appropriate NOLS has
its beginning in Wyoming. Like Wyo-
ming, NOLS supports a diverse eco-
nomic portfolio that benefits from en-
ergy, agriculture, hunting and fishing,
tourism, and outdoor recreation and
education. Wyoming and NOLS both
work towards a balanced approach to
natural resource management that pro-
vides opportunities for a diversified en-
ergy portfolio while caring for Wyo-
ming’s world-class wildlife and wild
places.

One need not look any further than
Lander, WY, for an example of bal-
anced natural resource management.
Lander is home to NOLS and gateway
to the Wind River Range. At times,
Lander has been a steel town and a
supply hub during the gold boom.
Today, Lander continues to be rich
with energy and agricultural produc-
tion.

Wyoming and NOLS have shared
strong leaders who work to find prag-
matic and inclusive solutions to land
management challenges. John Gans is
one of those leaders. John has success-
fully carried on the tradition estab-
lished by Paul Petzoldt, the founder of
NOLS. After 20 years at the helm, he is
the longest serving executive director
of NOLS. Under John Gans’ leadership,
NOLS has been recognized nine times
as one of the best places to work for. In
2012, he was recognized as a White
House Champion of Change for his com-
mitment to youth, wilderness and lead-
ership.

While NOLS’ international programs
have grown immensely during his time,
John values the connections that exist
between the town of Lander, NOLS
staff, and graduates. Phil Nicholas,
Marc Randolph, and Tori McClure are
just a few examples of many graduates
who have gone on to become successful
businesspeople, educators, and leaders
in the community and the Nation. Phil
Nicholas is the current Wyoming Sen-
ate president and a former NOLS in-
structor. Tori McClure was the first
woman to row solo across the Atlantic
Ocean and the first woman to ski to
the South Pole. Marc Randolph is a Co-
founder of Netflix.

One of the things that make NOLS
alumni so successful is they have
learned how to make decisions and face
adversity. NOLS students suffer
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through extreme heat and cold and all
types of weather conditions. NOLS stu-
dents make decisions with con-
sequences, and they apply these lessons
to their lives. They come home with a
new perspective on the world around
them and their role within it.

In this day and age of selfies and in-
stant gratification, we need more peo-
ple—and especially the youth—to real-
ize they may not be the center of the
universe. A perspective of hard work,
sacrifice, and an appreciation and re-
spect for nature needs to be taught and
needs to be learned. In previous genera-
tions, this perspective was provided on
family farms and ranches across the
country. Gratefully, thanks to all the
hard work and dedication of the NOLS
staff, NOLS courses continue to pro-
vide this perspective to future leaders.
I am confident in the future leadership
of our communities and Nation because
I know tomorrow’s leaders are receiv-
ing NOLS instruction and experience
today.

Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating the National
Outdoor Leadership School on their
50th anniversary. We are looking for-
ward to another 50 years of success.

———

RECOGNIZING FUTURE MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FORCES

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I wish
to honor 423 high school seniors in 8
Northeast Ohio counties for their deci-
sion to enlist in the U.S. Armed
Forces. Of these 423 seniors from 120
high schools in 105 towns and cities, 97
will enter the Army, 127 will enter the
Marine Corps, 42 will enter the Navy, 24
will enter the Air Force, 3 will enter
the Coast Guard, 123 will enter our
Ohio Army National Guard, and 7 will
enter the Ohio Air National Guard. In
the presence of their parents/guardians,
high school counselors, military lead-
ers, and city and business leaders, all
423 will be recognized on May 6, 2015, by
Our Community Salutes of Northeast
Ohio.

In a few short weeks, these young
men and women will join with many of
their classmates in celebration of their
high school graduation. At a time when
many of their peers are looking for-
ward to pursuing vocational training
or college degrees, or are uncertain
about their future, these young men
and women instead have chosen to
dedicate themselves to military service
in defense of our rights, our freedoms,
and our country. They should know
that they have the full support of this
Senate Chamber and the American peo-
ple, who are with them in whatever
challenges may lie ahead.

These 423 young men and women are
the cornerstone of our liberties. It is
thanks to their dedication and the
dedication of an untold number of pa-
triots just like them that we are able
to meet here today, in the Senate, and
openly debate the best solutions to the
many diverse problems that confront
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