S2564

history of the Nevada National Guard.
Colonel Farris assumed command of
the 991st Multi-Functional Brigade,
overseeing more than 700 soldiers, in-
cluding the Nevada Army Guard’s avia-
tion assets. It gives me great pleasure
to recognize her achievement in this
historic moment.

Colonel Farris joined the Guard over
25 years ago as a private first class and
was later commissioned from the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno ROTC Pro-
gram in 1991. She then continued her
studies and earned her master’s from
Clayton College in 2004, the same year
she graduated from the Commander
and General Staff College. She is cur-
rently working towards completion of
her second year of War College and is
scheduled to graduate this summer.

Colonel Farris formerly commanded
the 1-69th Press Camp Headquarters,
which deployed to Bosnia in 1999. She
also served as command information
officer for the State of Nevada, 1-421st
Regional Training Institute executive
officer, Joint Force Headquarters com-
mander, and as the Nevada Guard
State family program director. In 2011,
she deployed to Afghanistan with the
401st Army Field Support Brigade.

I extend my deepest gratitude to
Colonel Farris for her courageous con-
tributions to the United States of
America. Her unwavering dedication to
her career is commendable, and she
stands as a role model to future gen-
erations of heroes. Colonel Farris’ serv-
ice to her country and her bravery earn
her a place among the outstanding men
and women who have valiantly de-
fended our Nation.

As a member of the Senate Veterans’
Affairs Committee, I recognize that
Congress has a responsibility not only
to honor these brave individuals who
serve our Nation but also to ensure
they are cared for when they return
home. Equally as important, it is cru-
cial that female servicemembers and
veterans have access to their specific
health care needs. There are countless
distinguished women who have made
sacrifices beyond measure and deserve
nothing but the best treatment. I re-
main committed to upholding this
promise for our veterans and service-
members in Nevada and throughout the
Nation and will continue to fight until
this becomes a reality.

During her tenure, Colonel Farris has
demonstrated professionalism, com-
mitment to excellence, and dedication
to the highest standards of the Nevada
Guard. I am both humbled and honored
by her service and am proud to call her
a fellow Nevadan. Today, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Colo-
nel Joanne Farris for all of her accom-
plishments and wish her well in all of
her future endeavors.e

——

TRIBUTE TO JODY SHERVANICK
e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today, 1
wish to recognize Jody Shervanick for

her tireless efforts in supporting Ne-
vada’s veterans, active military mem-
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bers, and their families. Ms.
Shervanick volunteers 7 days a week to
give back to the brave men and women
who defend our freedom and their fami-
lies. She has contributed greatly to the
Las Vegas military community and to
the greater good of the Silver State.

Having grown up as a military child,
Ms. Shervanick understands the trials
of a military family. She stands as a
shining example of someone who has
devoted her life to the betterment of
others, selflessly serving to bring hap-
piness to our Nation’s heroes each day.
It is important to thank not only the
men and women serving this great Na-
tion, but also their families who make
5o many sacrifices. Her service to these
families is invaluable.

Ms. Shervanick helps with care for
veterans and military members with
mental illness, such as post-traumatic
stress, and aids in times of uncertainty
for military families, providing food,
financial aid, and childcare. She hosts
special events for families stationed at
Creech and Nellis Air Force Bases. Ms.
Shervanick coordinates the “World’s
Largest Baby Shower,” for wives of ac-
tive military or female members sta-
tioned at Creech and Nellis Air Force
Bases, puts on multiple Christmas par-
ties for the children at Nellis Air Force
Base, spearheads an annual Raster
party for the children at Nellis Air
Force Base, and will be putting on a
“Mom”’ster and Son Halloween bash in
October. I have had the opportunity to
attend one of Ms. Shervanick’s Oper-
ation Showers of Appreciation Military
Baby Showers in Las Vegas, and I know
firsthand the positive impact her ef-
forts have on military families. She
works with volunteers to make pillow
slips for deployed military members
with pictures of their children. Her
commitment to these families is with-
out limit. She is truly a role model to
all Nevadans.

Ms. Shervanick’s hard work has not
gone without notice. She received ‘‘Cit-
izen of the Month’ from Mayor Caro-
lyn Goodman of the city of Las Vegas
in December 2014, a plaque recognizing
her service from Governor Brian
Sandoval, and has been recognized by
News 3 KSNV, 8 News Now KLAS, and
FOX 5 KVVU for her service to vet-
erans and military families. I extend
my deepest gratitude to Ms.
Shervanick for her noble contributions
to the Las Vegas military community.
Her service to Nevada places her
among the outstanding men and
women of the State and her accolades
are well deserved.

Today, I ask my colleagues and all
Nevadans to join me in recognizing Ms.
Shervanick and her work with active
military members, veterans, and their
families. Her efforts are both honorable
and necessary. I wish her the best of
luck in all of her future endeavors.e

RECOGNIZING LOUISIANA’S
LEMONADE DAY
e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, Satur-
day, May 2, 2015, marks the fifth an-
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nual Louisiana Lemonade Day during
which thousands of children across the
Pelican State will start their own
small business—a lemonade stand. This
free, statewide program is dedicated to
teaching children how to start, own,
and operate their own business, and in
the last 5 years, Lemonade Day has
provided more than 50,000 children
across Louisiana with the opportunity
to become entrepreneurs.

On Lemonade Day, thousands of chil-
dren will open their own lemonade
stands and learn the crucial lessons of
salesmanship, competition, and mar-
keting. They will be introduced to cru-
cial business skills, like supply and de-
mand, critical thinking and problem
solving, and civic responsibility. Lem-
onade Day encourages young entre-
preneurs to save one-third of their
profits, share one-third of their profits,
and spend one-third of their profits.
They are even urged to open a youth
savings account. These simple, yet im-
portant lessons will shape future gen-
erations of business leaders, and hope-
fully, instill some good money-man-
aging practices that will help them
later in life.

The secret to America’s success lies
within the innovation and creativity of
American entrepreneurs. Urging our
Nation’s youth to develop their big
ideas is critical for securing the future
of our country’s economic stability. On
its fifth anniversary, I would like to
recognize Louisiana’s Lemonade Day
and the role it plays in fostering entre-
preneurial spirits in the lives of our
Nation’s youths.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

REPORT TO THE UNITED STATES
CONGRESS SUPPORTING THE UN-
DERLYING OBJECTIVES OF THE
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE
MILITARY COMPENSATION AND
RETIREMENT MODERNIZATION
COMMISSION (THE **COMMIS-
SION’)—PM 15

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services:
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