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history of the Nevada National Guard.
Colonel Farris assumed command of
the 991st Multi-Functional Brigade,
overseeing more than 700 soldiers, in-
cluding the Nevada Army Guard’s avia-
tion assets. It gives me great pleasure
to recognize her achievement in this
historic moment.

Colonel Farris joined the Guard over
25 years ago as a private first class and
was later commissioned from the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno ROTC Pro-
gram in 1991. She then continued her
studies and earned her master’s from
Clayton College in 2004, the same year
she graduated from the Commander
and General Staff College. She is cur-
rently working towards completion of
her second year of War College and is
scheduled to graduate this summer.

Colonel Farris formerly commanded
the 1-69th Press Camp Headquarters,
which deployed to Bosnia in 1999. She
also served as command information
officer for the State of Nevada, 1-421st
Regional Training Institute executive
officer, Joint Force Headquarters com-
mander, and as the Nevada Guard
State family program director. In 2011,
she deployed to Afghanistan with the
401st Army Field Support Brigade.

I extend my deepest gratitude to
Colonel Farris for her courageous con-
tributions to the United States of
America. Her unwavering dedication to
her career is commendable, and she
stands as a role model to future gen-
erations of heroes. Colonel Farris’ serv-
ice to her country and her bravery earn
her a place among the outstanding men
and women who have valiantly de-
fended our Nation.

As a member of the Senate Veterans’
Affairs Committee, I recognize that
Congress has a responsibility not only
to honor these brave individuals who
serve our Nation but also to ensure
they are cared for when they return
home. Equally as important, it is cru-
cial that female servicemembers and
veterans have access to their specific
health care needs. There are countless
distinguished women who have made
sacrifices beyond measure and deserve
nothing but the best treatment. I re-
main committed to upholding this
promise for our veterans and service-
members in Nevada and throughout the
Nation and will continue to fight until
this becomes a reality.

During her tenure, Colonel Farris has
demonstrated professionalism, com-
mitment to excellence, and dedication
to the highest standards of the Nevada
Guard. I am both humbled and honored
by her service and am proud to call her
a fellow Nevadan. Today, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Colo-
nel Joanne Farris for all of her accom-
plishments and wish her well in all of
her future endeavors.e

——

TRIBUTE TO JODY SHERVANICK
e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today, 1
wish to recognize Jody Shervanick for

her tireless efforts in supporting Ne-
vada’s veterans, active military mem-
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bers, and their families. Ms.
Shervanick volunteers 7 days a week to
give back to the brave men and women
who defend our freedom and their fami-
lies. She has contributed greatly to the
Las Vegas military community and to
the greater good of the Silver State.

Having grown up as a military child,
Ms. Shervanick understands the trials
of a military family. She stands as a
shining example of someone who has
devoted her life to the betterment of
others, selflessly serving to bring hap-
piness to our Nation’s heroes each day.
It is important to thank not only the
men and women serving this great Na-
tion, but also their families who make
5o many sacrifices. Her service to these
families is invaluable.

Ms. Shervanick helps with care for
veterans and military members with
mental illness, such as post-traumatic
stress, and aids in times of uncertainty
for military families, providing food,
financial aid, and childcare. She hosts
special events for families stationed at
Creech and Nellis Air Force Bases. Ms.
Shervanick coordinates the “World’s
Largest Baby Shower,” for wives of ac-
tive military or female members sta-
tioned at Creech and Nellis Air Force
Bases, puts on multiple Christmas par-
ties for the children at Nellis Air Force
Base, spearheads an annual Raster
party for the children at Nellis Air
Force Base, and will be putting on a
“Mom”’ster and Son Halloween bash in
October. I have had the opportunity to
attend one of Ms. Shervanick’s Oper-
ation Showers of Appreciation Military
Baby Showers in Las Vegas, and I know
firsthand the positive impact her ef-
forts have on military families. She
works with volunteers to make pillow
slips for deployed military members
with pictures of their children. Her
commitment to these families is with-
out limit. She is truly a role model to
all Nevadans.

Ms. Shervanick’s hard work has not
gone without notice. She received ‘‘Cit-
izen of the Month’ from Mayor Caro-
lyn Goodman of the city of Las Vegas
in December 2014, a plaque recognizing
her service from Governor Brian
Sandoval, and has been recognized by
News 3 KSNV, 8 News Now KLAS, and
FOX 5 KVVU for her service to vet-
erans and military families. I extend
my deepest gratitude to Ms.
Shervanick for her noble contributions
to the Las Vegas military community.
Her service to Nevada places her
among the outstanding men and
women of the State and her accolades
are well deserved.

Today, I ask my colleagues and all
Nevadans to join me in recognizing Ms.
Shervanick and her work with active
military members, veterans, and their
families. Her efforts are both honorable
and necessary. I wish her the best of
luck in all of her future endeavors.e

RECOGNIZING LOUISIANA’S
LEMONADE DAY
e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, Satur-
day, May 2, 2015, marks the fifth an-
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nual Louisiana Lemonade Day during
which thousands of children across the
Pelican State will start their own
small business—a lemonade stand. This
free, statewide program is dedicated to
teaching children how to start, own,
and operate their own business, and in
the last 5 years, Lemonade Day has
provided more than 50,000 children
across Louisiana with the opportunity
to become entrepreneurs.

On Lemonade Day, thousands of chil-
dren will open their own lemonade
stands and learn the crucial lessons of
salesmanship, competition, and mar-
keting. They will be introduced to cru-
cial business skills, like supply and de-
mand, critical thinking and problem
solving, and civic responsibility. Lem-
onade Day encourages young entre-
preneurs to save one-third of their
profits, share one-third of their profits,
and spend one-third of their profits.
They are even urged to open a youth
savings account. These simple, yet im-
portant lessons will shape future gen-
erations of business leaders, and hope-
fully, instill some good money-man-
aging practices that will help them
later in life.

The secret to America’s success lies
within the innovation and creativity of
American entrepreneurs. Urging our
Nation’s youth to develop their big
ideas is critical for securing the future
of our country’s economic stability. On
its fifth anniversary, I would like to
recognize Louisiana’s Lemonade Day
and the role it plays in fostering entre-
preneurial spirits in the lives of our
Nation’s youths.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

REPORT TO THE UNITED STATES
CONGRESS SUPPORTING THE UN-
DERLYING OBJECTIVES OF THE
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE
MILITARY COMPENSATION AND
RETIREMENT MODERNIZATION
COMMISSION (THE **COMMIS-
SION’)—PM 15

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services:
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To the Congress of the United States:

My Administration fully supports the
underlying objectives of the rec-
ommendations that the Military Com-
pensation and Retirement Moderniza-
tion Commission (the ‘“‘Commission’’)
offered in January. These recommenda-
tions represent an important step for-
ward in protecting the long-term via-
bility of the All-Volunteer Force, im-
proving quality-of-life for service mem-
bers and their families, and ensuring
the fiscal sustainability of the military
compensation and retirement systems.

As I directed in my letter of March
30, my team has worked with the Com-
mission to further analyze the rec-
ommendations and identify areas of
agreement. At this time I am prepared
to support specific proposals for 10 of
the Commission’s 15 recommendations,
either as proposed or with modifica-
tions that have been discussed among
the Department of Defense, other agen-
cies, and the Commission. These in-
clude the following:

Survivor Benefit Plan

Financial Education

Medical Personnel Readiness

Department of Defense and Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Collaboration

Child Care

Service Member Education

Transition Assistance

Nutritional Financial Assistance

Dependent Space-Available Travel

Report on Military Connected De-
pendents

In some instances, the Department of
Defense is already taking actions to
implement these recommendations,
and I will direct the Department to de-
velop plans to complete this implemen-
tation. In those areas where legislation
is required, I expect the Secretary of
Defense to transmit to the Congress on
my behalf the relevant legislative pro-
posals, which I recommend be enacted
without delay.

With respect to the remaining rec-
ommendations, given their complexity
and our solemn responsibility to ensure
that any changes further the objectives
above, we will continue working with
the Commission to understand how the
following proposals would affect the
All-Volunteer Force:

Blended Retirement System

Reserve Component Duty Statuses

Exceptional Family Member’s Sup-
port

Commissary and Exchange Consoli-
dation

I believe there is merit in all of these
recommendations and that they de-
serve careful consideration and study. I
will ensure that the Congress is kept
apprised of this ongoing work.

Finally, I agree with the Commission
that we need to continue to improve
the military health care system. The
health care reforms proposed in my
Fiscal Year 2016 Budget are a good first
step and offer service members, retir-
ees, and their families more control
and choice over their health care deci-
sions. This remains a critical issue, and
my Administration will work with the
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Commission and interested Members of
Congress in the coming months to de-
velop additional reform proposals for
consideration as part of my Fiscal Year
2017 Budget.
BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 30, 2015.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:27 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 651. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
820 Elmwood Avenue in Providence, Rhode
Island, as the ‘‘Sister Ann Keefe Post Of-
fice”.

At 4:13 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to
the following concurrent resolution, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 43. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds, the
rotunda of the Capitol, and Emancipation
Hall in the Capitol Visitor Center for official
Congressional events surrounding the visit of
His Holiness Pope Francis to the United
States Capitol.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 651. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
820 Elmwood Avenue in Providence, Rhode
Island, as the ‘Sister Ann Keefe Post Of-
fice’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

——————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1498. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on
the approved retirement of Vice Admiral
Kenneth E. Floyd, United States Navy, and
his advancement to the grade of vice admiral
on the retired list; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-1499. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report entitled ‘‘Department of En-
ergy Process to Consider LNG Export Appli-
cations’”; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

EC-1500. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Bureau of Political-Military
Affairs, Department of State, transmitting,
pursuant to law, an addendum to a certifi-
cation of the proposed sale or export of de-
fense articles and/or defense services to a
Middle East country (0SS-2015-0519); to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-1501. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Bureau of Political-Military
Affairs, Department of State, transmitting,
pursuant to law, an addendum to a certifi-
cation of the proposed sale or export of de-
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fense articles and/or defense services to a
Middle East country (0SS-2015-0517); to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-1502. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to section 36(c) of the
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 14-142); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-1503. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Phenol, 2-(2H-benzotriazol-2-yl)-6-
dodecyl-4-methyl-; Exemption from the Re-
quirement of a Tolerance’ (FRL No. 9925-78)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on April 28, 2015; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1504. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Azoxystrobin; Pesticide Tolerances’
(FRL No. 9926-24) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on April 28, 2015;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-1505. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘General Permits and Permits by Rule
for the Federal Minor New Source Review
Program in Indian Country for Five Source
Categories” ((RIN2060-AQ95) (FRL No. 9919-
85-OAR)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on April 28, 2015; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-1506. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of State
Plans for Designate Facilities and Pollut-
ants; Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, New Mex-
ico, and the City of Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico; Control of Emissions from Existing Sew-
age Sludge Incinerator Units” (FRL No.
9927-00-Region 6) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on April 28, 2015; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-1507. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans; Texas; Revisions to the
State Implementation Plan; Stage I Regula-
tions” (FRL No. 99247-10-Region 6) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on April 28, 2015; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

EC-1508. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans; State of Arkansas; Revi-
sions to the State Implementation Plan; Fee
Regulations” (FRL No. 9926-91-Region 6) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on April 28, 2015; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

EC-1509. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air
Quality Implementation Plans; Indiana; In-
frastructure SIP Requirements for the 2008
Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Stand-
ards (NAAQS)” (FRL No. 9926-81-Region 5)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on April 28, 2015; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.
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