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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, May 4, 2015, at 3 p.m. 

House of Representatives 
FRIDAY, MAY 1, 2015 

The House met at 9 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. Lead us this day 
in Your ways that our Nation might be 
guided along the roads of peace, jus-
tice, and goodwill. 

Grant strength and wisdom to our 
Speaker and the Members of both the 
people’s House and the Senate, to our 
President and his Cabinet, and to our 
Supreme Court. 

We thank You for the inspiration 
granted to the Members of this House, 
who have worked long hours in recent 
days to produce legislation which has 
been debated vigorously. May all their 
efforts issue forth to the benefit of our 
Nation and its people. 

Bless them with rest and re-creation 
as they return to their home districts. 
Bless also all our mothers whom we 
celebrate in a special way in another 
week’s time. 

May all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule 
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from New Hampshire (Mr. GUINTA) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. GUINTA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

THE REGULATORY INTEGRITY 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2015 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of 
H.R. 1732, the Regulatory Integrity 
Protection Act of 2015, introduced by 
my friend and colleague, Chairman 
BILL SHUSTER. 

Enacted in 1972, the Clean Water Act 
established a Federal-State partner-
ship to protect our Nation’s navigable 
waterways. The administration has 
maintained that the proposed Waters 
of the U.S. rule would have no impact 
on waters historically not under the 
Clean Water Act’s jurisdiction and is 
needed simply to provide legal clarity. 

While I agree that the boundaries of 
the Clean Water Act need to be better 
defined in statute, this proposal pro-
vides no such clarity or certainty, cre-
ating far more problems than it can 
solve. Conversely, rather than clari-
fying the law, the rule would actually 
create more confusion about where the 
law stops. 

Back in March, the House Agri-
culture Subcommittee on Conservation 
and Forestry, which I chair, held its 
second hearing to review the proposed 
rule and its impact on rural America. 
The various witnesses spoke loud and 
clear that the rule would have far- 
reaching and unprecedented impacts on 
permitting costs and regulatory uncer-
tainty for land use activities, such as 
agriculture and forestry. 
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