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service and leadership. Tony was born in 
Kimball, West Virginia. He served in the U.S. 
Navy for four years earning the United Nations 
Service Medal, Korean Service Medal, and the 
Good Conduct Ribbon. 

Tony began working for Ford Motor Com-
pany in 1956, and stayed with the company 
until his retirement in 1990. During his employ-
ment with Ford Motor Company, Tony rep-
resented 15,000 employees in contract nego-
tiations and chaired programs involving quality 
control, employee involvement, insurance ben-
efits, drug treatment, and employee education. 
Tony also co-chaired a national joint mortality 
study on cancer and heart disease in the in-
dustrial workplace that was published in pro-
fessional journals. 

Since his retirement, Tony has served on 
several advisory councils for hospitals and 
health networks such as Kaiser Health Foun-
dation, Southwest General Hospital, Wel-
lington Regional Medical Center, and the Re-
gional Medicare Advisory Council for South-
east Florida. 

Currently, Tony serves as the President of 
the Florida Alliance for Retired Americans, an 
advocacy group for working and retired Ameri-
cans with over 200,000 members. Tony is also 
the Chairman for the area Auto Retiree Coun-
cil, U.A.W. Florida Retiree C.A.P., rep-
resenting 26,000 retirees in Florida, Vice 
President of the Executive Board for Florida 
AFL–CIO, and General Policy Board Member 
for the National Alliance for Retired Ameri-
cans. 

In 2005, Tony was appointed as a delegate 
to the White House Conference on Aging 
(WHCOA). In 2011, Tony received the Alliance 
for Retired Americans President’s Award. The 
Award read, ‘‘presented to Tony Fransetta, 
President, Florida Alliance for Retired Ameri-
cans, for his lifetime of public service on be-
half of older Americans and for guiding and 
growing the Alliance for Retired Americans’’. 

Tony was happily married to his wife, Lena, 
for 49 years until she passed away in 2008. 
Together, they raised two beautiful daughters 
and have five grandchildren. 

I am honored to recognize Tony Fransetta 
for his leadership and service to his commu-
nity. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DIANE BLACK 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call 
#233 for passage of Rohrabacher Amendment 
#51, Roll Call #234 for passage of Lamborn 
Amendment #312, Roll Call #235 for passage 
of Blumenauer Amendment #246, Roll Call 
#236 for passage of Lucas Amendment #119, 
Roll Call #237 for passage of Nadler Amend-
ment #272, Roll Call #238 for passage of the 
Democrat Motion to Recommit, and Roll Call 
#239 for final passage of H.R. 1735 which 
took place Friday, May 15, 2015, I am not re-
corded because I was unavoidably detained. 

Had I been present, I would have voted Aye 
on Roll Call #233, the Rohrabacher Amend-
ment #51, on Roll Call #234, the Lamborn 
Amendment #312, on Roll Call #236, the 
Lucas Amendment #119, and on Roll Call 
#239 for final passage of H.R. 1735. I would 

have voted Nay on Roll Call #235, the Blu-
menauer Amendment #246, on Roll Call #237, 
the Nadler Amendment #272, and on Roll Call 
#238 against the Motion to Recommit. 

f 

HONORING JARED DILELLO OF 
THE UNITED STATES POSTAL 
SERVICE 

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a remarkable and distinguished gen-
tleman, Mr. Jared Dilello. Mr. Dilello has been 
employed by the United States Postal Service 
for the past two years. 

On November 21, 2014 Mr. Dilello was 
working on his normal route in Willingboro, NJ. 
Mr. Dilello found that one of his customers 
was unconscious on the ground next to a ve-
hicle along the route. With the assistance of 
the 911 operator, Mr. Dilello was able to re-
vive the gentleman and extend his life. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to thank Mr. Dilello for 
his hard work and congratulate him for his 
dedication to the community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MRS. KATRICE 
WALKER 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, there are many individuals 
who are called upon to contribute to the needs 
of our community through leadership and serv-
ice; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Katrice Stephenson Walker 
has answered that call by giving of herself as 
a secretary at Dunaire Elementary School, 
and as a beloved wife, daughter and friend; 
and 

Whereas, Mrs. Walker has been chosen as 
the 2015 Educational Support Professional of 
the Year, representing Dunaire Elementary 
School; and 

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has 
shared her time and talents for the betterment 
of our community and our nation through her 
tireless works, unyielding support and words 
of encouragement; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Walker is a virtuous woman, 
a courageous woman and a fearless leader 
who has shared her vision, talents and pas-
sion to help ensure that our children receive 
the support and education that is relevant not 
only for today, but well into the future, be-
cause she truly understands that our children 
are the future; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Mrs. Katrice Ste-
phenson Walker for her leadership and service 
for our District and in recognition of this sin-
gular honor as the 2015 Educational Support 
Professional of the Year at Dunaire Elemen-
tary School; now therefore, I, HENRY C. 
‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR., do hereby proclaim May 

6, 2015 as Mrs. Katrice Stephenson Walker 
Day in the 4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 6th day of May, 2015. 
f 

JOE KECK TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Mr. Joe Keck. As the director of the 
Small Business Development Center in South-
west Colorado, Mr. Keck has played a vital 
role in enhancing the lives of the citizens in 
the Four Corners region. 

A graduate of Fort Lewis College, Mr. Keck 
has been an inspiring and impactful force to 
the small business community of Southwest 
Colorado since 1975. Joe assisted the Ute 
Mountain Ute and Southern Ute Indian Tribes 
in a planning and economic advisory capacity 
before becoming a small business owner him-
self in 1993. Today, he and his wife carry on 
that tradition as joint-owners of Susie’s Hall-
mark in Cortez. By providing counseling, train-
ing and other program services tailored to the 
individual needs of small businesses, Joe has 
helped many businesses manage the uneasi-
ness of the startup phase so that they may 
then grow and prosper. 

A tireless and dedicated pillar of the com-
munity, Mr. Keck’s role as a public servant 
spans across multiple organizations. Including 
a lengthy stint of eight years of service on the 
Cortez City Council, Joe has sat on the Colo-
rado Aeronautical Board and Region 9 Eco-
nomic Development District Board. To ensure 
fair representation of Western Colorado in the 
legislature, he has been an active member of 
Club 20 and worked vigorously as a member 
of its board of directors. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Keck’s selfless work and 
dedication to serving his community is truly to 
be admired. I stand with the residents of 
Southwest Colorado in thanking Joe and con-
gratulating him on a remarkable career of pub-
lic service. I’m honored to know Joe and even 
though he is retiring from his post as the di-
rector of SBDC, he leaves with us an enriched 
Southwestern community situated for a suc-
cessful future. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO EAGLE SCOUT 
MASON JEFFRIES 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Mason 
Jeffries of Boy Scout Troop 208 in Clive, Iowa, 
for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout. The 
Eagle Scout rank is the highest advancement 
rank in scouting. Only about five percent of 
Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout Award. The 
award is a performance-based achievement 
with high standards that have been well-main-
tained for more than a century. 

Mason joined Cub Scout Pack 181 in 2007 
as a first grader at Walnut Hills Elementary 
School in Urbandale. He became the Pack’s 
Top Popcorn Salesman for four consecutive 
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years—reaching sales records above $3,000 a 
year—and even earning a college scholarship. 
He earned Cub Scout’s highest award, the 
Arrow of Light, as a Webelos Scout before 
crossing over to Boy Scout Troop 208 in Clive, 
where his parents, Pete and Kristin Jeffries, 
are active in Troop Leadership. 

As a Boy Scout, Mason has volunteered in 
the community with the Variety Telethon, 
Waukee Food Pantry, Clive Greenbelt Park, 
Meals for the Heartland, Vacation Bible 
School, and various other Eagle Scout 
projects. Due to his dedication to the commu-
nity, he was honored by his fellow Scouts in 
Troop 208 who elected him to serve in the 
Order of the Arrow, where he became a Broth-
erhood Member with the Mitigwa Lodge. 
Mason has held a number of leadership roles 
in Troop 208, including Senior Patrol Leader, 
Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, Librarian, 
Scribe, and twice as Patrol Leader. 

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout 
must pass specific tests organized by require-
ments and merit badges, and complete an 
Eagle Project to benefit the community. For 
his Eagle Scout Service Project, Mason refur-
bished the front of the Waukee Public Library 
after the construction of the facility’s new addi-
tion in 2014. He led a group of Scouts and 
adults in pulling up all the existing shrubs, 
bushes and plants, adding metal edging, 
planting over 30 grasses, shrubs and plants, 
and finishing the landscaping with new mulch 
and decorative rocks. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man and his family’s service to their commu-
nity demonstrates the rewards of hard work, 
dedication and perseverance. I am honored to 
represent Mason and his family in the United 
States Congress. I know that all of my col-
leagues in the House will join me in congratu-
lating him on reaching the rank of Eagle 
Scout, and I wish him continued success in 
his future education and career. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE GRAND OPEN-
ING OF THE SHELBYVILLE-BED-
FORD COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

HON. SCOTT DesJARLAIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
today to recognize the grand opening of the 
Shelbyville-Bedford County Public Library, for-
merly the Argie Cooper Public Library. 

In any community, libraries serve an ex-
tremely important role by operating as a point 
of access for literary classics, promoting edu-
cational opportunities for local citizens, and 
fostering a love for reading in both children 
and adults. The Shelbyville-Bedford County 
Public Library has done all of these things, 
both meeting and exceeding our community’s 
demands for educational resources and pro-
grams. 

The new library is a tremendous asset to 
Bedford County and is the result of decades of 
a lot of good people doing great things for 
their community. We are all very excited to 
see a long-awaited dream become a beautiful 
reality, possessing a sense of the past while 
embracing the future. 

I wish the best and look forward to the li-
brary’s many years of service to Bedford 
County and its residents. 

TRIBUTE TO MRS. BENITA OSBEY 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, our lives have been touched by 
the life of Mrs. Benita Ann Robinson Osbey, 
she gave of herself to better our community 
and the causes that were near and dear to her 
heart; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Osbey’s work is present in 
DeKalb County, Georgia for all to see, being 
an advocate for the youth, education, ovarian 
cancer support and research; and 

Whereas, this remarkable woman gave of 
herself, her time, her talent and her life; never 
asking for fame or fortune but only to uplift 
those in need; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Benita Ann Robinson Osbey 
led by doing, behind the scenes, as well as 
front and center for the city of Los Angeles, 
California, DeKalb County, Georgia, the Geor-
gia Ovarian Cancer Alliance, her beloved 
church Saint Phillip African Methodist Epis-
copal Church, and for her beloved Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.; and 

Whereas, this virtuous Proverbs 31 woman 
was a wife, daughter, niece, sister, aunt and 
a friend; she was a warrior, a matriarch, and 
a woman of great integrity; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to bestow a Congressional recognition on 
Mrs. Benita Ann Robinson Osbey for her lead-
ership, friendship and service to all of the citi-
zens of Georgia and throughout the Nation; 
now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, 
JR., do hereby attest to the 114th Congress 
that Mrs. Benita Ann Robinson Osbey of 
DeKalb County, Georgia is deemed worthy 
and deserving of this ‘‘Congressional Honor.’’ 

Mrs. Benita Ann Robinson Osbey, U.S. Cit-
izen of Distinction in the 4th Congressional 
District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 3rd day of May, 2015. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF SSGT FALEAGAFULU ILAOA 

HON. AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN 
RADEWAGEN 

OF AMERICAN SAMOA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in memory of Staff Sergeant (SSGT) 
Faleagafulu Ilaoa, who lost his life while serv-
ing our great nation. 

Ilaoa, whose parents hailed from the village 
of Leone, American Samoa was born on April 
6, 1948, in San Francisco, CA, SSGT Ilaoa 
spent his youth like many of us do . . . 
dreaming of one day serving his country in our 
armed forces. Never to be deterred from his 
goals; following graduation from high school, 
Ilaoa joined the Air Force as a Military Police-
man. These men not only serve as police offi-
cers to their fellow service members, but also 
participated in rescue operations, often in hos-
tile territory. 

On Monday, May 13, 1975, the U.S. mer-
chant ship Mayaguez was seized by Khmer 

Rouge forces off the coast of Cambodia. The 
following evening a rescue operation to save 
those on board the merchant vessel was 
launched by the Air Force’s 56th Security Po-
lice Squadron (SPS). 

At around 8:30 in the evening, on route to 
the Mayaguez, the Chinook helicopter carrying 
the 23 security police operators, including 
SSGT Ilaoa disappeared from radar approxi-
mately 40 miles from their base in a remote 
area of Northwest Thailand. To this day, the 
cause of the crash, whether it was mechanical 
malfunction, pilot error or enemy fire, is not 
known. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives to join me recog-
nizing the sacrifice of all who lost their lives on 
this mission and I personally would like to sa-
lute SSGT Ilaoa for his service to our nation 
and the proud legacy he left for all American 
Samoans. 

f 

HONORING THE BRAUN FAMILY 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a family whose commitment to service 
and Jewish prayer, study and music at my 
own synagogue, Valley Beth Shalom, spans 
more than six decades. The Braun family’s 
dedication to Valley Beth Shalom has enriched 
the lives of our congregation and strengthened 
our community. 

In 1960, Dick and Barbara Braun became 
members of Valley Beth Shalom. During the 
past fifty-five years, five generations of the 
Braun family have been involved in Valley 
Beth Shalom synagogue life. This includes, in 
addition to Dick and Barbara, Dick’s mother 
Elisabeth, Dick and Barbara’s four children 
and their spouses—Jon and Lynn, David and 
Sherri (of blessed memory) and Ellen, Robert 
and Sandra, Sarah and Shai, as well as their 
nine grandchildren and their spouses, and fi-
nally a great grandchild. 

The contributions of the Braun family to Val-
ley Beth Shalom are legend. Dick has sung in 
the congregational choir and served as 
Hazzan Sheyni since 1968. He has served on 
the Valley Beth Shalom Board of Directors for 
more than 40 years and also served on the 
Executive Committee. Barbara is also a long 
time member of the synagogue choir, and was 
an involved member of the Sisterhood and a 
member of the first class of the Valley Beth 
Shalom Counseling Center where she served 
for over 20 years. Jon and his wife Lynn have 
also served on the Valley Beth Shalom Board 
of Directors, and Lynn has chaired the Annual 
Gala Event and served on the Executive Com-
mittee of the synagogue. David is a member 
of the Valley Beth Shalom Board, the Board of 
the Schulweis Institute and is a Vice-Presi-
dent-elect of the congregation. Nate, one of 
the grandchildren, is secretary of the syna-
gogue’s Board, and his wife, Effie, is a Board 
member. In addition to all of the family’s lead-
ership contributions to the synagogue, mem-
bers of the Braun family have also been gen-
erous benefactors of Valley Beth Shalom in 
support of all of its enriching programs. 

The Braun family’s contributions to the com-
munity reach farther than just our congrega-
tion: Dick is a general surgeon, who for many 
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