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contributions to the State of Mis-
sissippi while serving as the 79th presi-
dent of the Delta Council. This impor-
tant organization was formed in 1935 
and has grown into a widely respected 
economic development group rep-
resenting the business, professional, 
and agricultural interests of the Mis-
sissippi Delta. I am grateful to Delta 
Council for its continuous role in meet-
ing the economic and quality of life 
challenges in this unique part of our 
country. 

Walton Gresham’s tenure as council 
president began soon after Congress en-
acted the Agricultural Act of 2014, and 
his effective leadership has helped Mis-
sissippi producers adapt to the new fed-
eral agriculture policies established by 
this new farm bill. Mr. Gresham has 
been an active leader on transportation 
issues in our State, and he is construc-
tively engaged as Congress prepares to 
consider legislation to reauthorize Fed-
eral spending on highway and public 
transportation programs that are vi-
tally important to the Mississippi 
Delta and its future. Mr. Gresham’s 
dedication to confronting health care 
disparities and higher education needs 
in our State should also be com-
mended. Through its work with Delta 
Council, Mr. Gresham’s family has im-
proved Mississippi’s workforce training 
and readiness. 

In addition to his role as president of 
Delta Council, Mr. Gresham has been 
active in the Mississippi Propane Gas 
Association, the National Propane Gas 
Association, the Petroleum Marketers 
Association of America, the Mississippi 
Petroleum Marketers and Convenience 
Stores Association, and the Mississippi 
Economic Council. He serves on the 
board of directors of Planters Bank, 
Propane Energy Group, Delta Ter-
minal, Gresham-McPherson Oil Com-
pany, DoubleQuick, and Indianola In-
surance Agency. He is a past president 
of the Indianola Rotary Club and 
Indianola Country Club. 

Walton Gresham is a respected busi-
nessman and his performance as presi-
dent of Delta Council will complement 
his well-earned reputation for unselfish 
service to improve the quality of life 
for those who live and do business in 
the Mississippi Delta region. His dedi-
cation to the future of the delta and all 
of those who live there is sincere. I am 
pleased to join the people of my State 
in commending Walton Gresham and 
sharing our appreciation with his wife 
Laura and their children Lenore and 
Elizabeth as they prepare for the 80th 
annual meeting of the Delta Council 
organizational membership, at which 
time, he will reflect on his successful 
tenure before passing the torch to a 
new president.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING TIM WILSON 
∑ Mr. KING. Mr. President, I would 
like to congratulate Mr. Timothy P. 
Wilson on receiving the Gerda Haas 
Award for Excellence in Human Rights 
Education and Leadership from the 

Holocaust and Human Rights Center of 
Maine. 

The Gerda Haas Award recognizes 
and honors individuals who dem-
onstrate excellence and initiative in 
human rights education and leadership. 
In the late 1970s, Gerda Haas was ap-
pointed to the Maine State School 
Board of Education and while serving 
on the board learned that students 
were not being taught about the Holo-
caust in Maine schools. Gerda identi-
fied this critical educational void and 
took action to remedy it, establishing 
the Holocaust and Human Rights Cen-
ter of Maine with the goal of com-
bating prejudice and discrimination 
while encouraging individuals to re-
flect and act upon their ethical and 
moral responsibilities in the modern 
world. 

Tim Wilson certainly lives up to this 
philosophy. Over the course of his vi-
brant life as a teacher, coach, philan-
thropist, consultant, government offi-
cial, husband, father, and grandfather, 
Tim has dedicated his time to serving 
others both at home in Maine and in 
the international community. 

After graduating from Slippery Rock 
University and the University of Wash-
ington, where he was certified to teach 
English as a second language, Tim 
served in the Peace Corps in Thailand 
from 1962 to 1965. When he returned to 
the U.S., Tim took over as the head 
coach of the Dexter High School foot-
ball team leading them to two Class C 
co-state championships and two Little 
Ten Conference titles. Over the course 
of his coaching career Tim has been a 
mentor to hundreds, if not thousands of 
students throughout Maine advocating 
education and sportsmanship. 

One of Tim’s greatest legacies is his 
work with Seeds of Peace. This student 
exchange program is focused on bring-
ing young people from conflict zones 
around the world together in order to 
build lasting relationships and develop 
the skills needed to advance peace. In 
the program’s first year, Tim managed 
the International Camp in Otisfield, 
ME where a group of 46 Israeli, Pales-
tinian, Egyptian, and American teen-
agers attended the camp for the inau-
gural season. As Seeds of Peace grew to 
accommodate over 100 students every 
year, Tim worked as director of both 
the Seeds of Peace International Camp 
in Maine and the Seeds of Peace Center 
for Coexistence in Jerusalem. Cur-
rently, Tim serves as a special inter-
national advisor to Seeds of Peace 
which has generated over 5,000 inter-
national alumni and which continues 
to help young people work towards 
peace in international conflict areas. 

Tim Wilson has worked under four 
Maine Governors, including myself. He 
has served in posts such as chair of the 
Maine Human Rights Commission, 
State ombudsman, and associate com-
missioner of programming for the De-
partment of Mental Health, Mental Re-
tardation and Corrections. He served as 
director of the State Offices of Energy, 
Community Services, and Civil Emer-

gency Preparedness. He has also been 
the director of admissions at Maine 
Central Institute in Pittsfield, the as-
sociate headmaster at the Hyde School 
in Bath, ME, and the annual key note 
speaker at Dirigo Girls State. 

In 1997, the late King Hussein of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan pre-
sented Tim with a Medal of Honor. 
Seeds of Peace has recognized his ef-
forts with a Distinguished Leadership 
Award and the Maine Youth Camping 
Association honored him with the Hal-
sey Gulick Award. Tim has also been 
honored with the Distinguished Amer-
ican Award by the Maine Chapter of 
the National Football Foundation. 
Most recently, Tim received the 
Franklin H. Williams Award which rec-
ognizes ethnically diverse returned 
Peace Corps Volunteers who exemplify 
a commitment to community service 
and the Peace Corps’ goal of promoting 
a cultural awareness among Ameri-
cans. 

Tim Wilson has devoted his life to 
promoting peace and understanding, to 
educating young people, and to empow-
ering them to make their commu-
nities—and the world—a better place. I 
can think of no one more deserving of 
the Gerda Haas Award. Tim has led a 
career dedicated to teaching the next 
generation of young people and he has 
done a truly spectacular job of pre-
paring them.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JERRY DUNFEY 

∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I 
wish to extend my best wishes to Jerry 
Dunfey on his 80th birthday this Satur-
day and to salute his lifetime of re-
markable achievements as a business 
leader and political activist. 

Jerry is one of 12 siblings born to 
Catharine and Leroy Dunfey, who emi-
grated from Ireland, worked in the tex-
tile mills of Lowell, MA, and later 
opened a small clam stand in Hampton, 
NH. In the years since, the Dunfeys 
have gone on to become one of the 
grand families of Granite State busi-
ness and politics. 

As a teenager, Jerry went to work 
managing Dunfey’s Restaurant at 
Hampton Beach and then made his way 
through the University of New Hamp-
shire by working at the family’s res-
taurant in Durham. He and his broth-
ers went on to operate other res-
taurants, acquired small inns across 
New England, and founded Dunfey Ho-
tels, which under subsequent owners 
became Omni Hotels. 

In 1968, they purchased the historic 
Parker House hotel in Boston, where 
they found the archives of the 19th cen-
tury Saturday Club salon, which in-
cluded Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow, and Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. Jerry Dunfey reincar-
nated this famous club by founding 
what would become known as the Glob-
al Citizens Circle. Since 1974, the circle 
has brought together elected officials, 
activists, and ordinary citizens to de-
bate leading issues, advocate for civil 
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rights, and promote peaceful change in 
South Africa, Northern Ireland, and 
across the globe. Under auspices of the 
circle, Jerry has brought to New Hamp-
shire speakers ranging from Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu to Ambassador 
Andrew Young to Arn Chorn-Pond, a 
survivor of the Cambodian killing 
fields. Hundreds of circle forums have 
been convened in Belfast, Soweto, Je-
rusalem, Havana, and in cities across 
the United States. 

Jerry and his wife Nadine Hack have 
a long history of engagement in the 
U.S. civil rights movement, including a 
close friendship with the family of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. They both 
served on the board of the Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent 
Social Change, read a psalm at Coretta 
Scott King’s private family funeral, 
and were honorary pall bearers at her 
larger public funeral. They also have 
close ties with leaders of South Afri-
ca’s liberation movement and were 
guests of state at Nelson Mandela’s in-
auguration as President in 1994. 

For more than six decades, the large 
Dunfey and Kennedy families have 
been closely intertwined in both friend-
ship and politics—though Ted Kennedy 
used to joke that, when it came to chil-
dren, ‘‘the Dunfeys are size 12 but the 
Kennedys are only size 9.’’ Jerry was 
close friends with John, Bobby, and 
Ted Kennedy, dating back to the 1950s, 
and John announced for the Presidency 
in 1960 at a Dunfey hotel in Man-
chester. In 2009, Jerry and Nadine had 
the singular honor of sitting in the 
final hour of vigil by Ted Kennedy’s 
casket at the JFK Presidential Li-
brary. 

Jerry Dunfey’s activism in progres-
sive politics has continued strongly 
into the second decade of the 21st cen-
tury. He and Nadine have had five chil-
dren and six grandchildren, and they 
are especially proud that all three gen-
erations of their family actively cam-
paigned for President Barack Obama. 
Now on the cusp of his ninth decade, 
Jerry is retired but far from retiring. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., said, 
‘‘Life’s most persistent and urgent 
question is: What are you doing for 
others?’’ Across a lifetime in public 
life, Jerry Dunfey has answered that 
question in powerful ways: fighting for 
civil rights, advancing the cause of so-
cial and economic justice here at 
home, and promoting peace and rec-
onciliation across the globe. I con-
gratulate Jerry on his 80th birthday 
and send my best wishes to Nadine, 
their children and grandchildren, and 
the entire Dunfey clan. They have con-
tributed so much to the civic life of our 
State and our country. ∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. NICHOLAS 
WOLTER 

∑ Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize a Montanan whose 
life’s work is helping to improve the 
health of folks in my home State and 
across this country. 

As a board-certified physician in in-
ternal medicine and pulmonary medi-
cine, Dr. Nicholas Wolter has been 
dedicated to improving the health of 
folks in Montana for several decades. 
His distinguished career in Montana 
began more than 30 years ago at the 
Billings Clinic, where he now serves as 
the chief executive officer. Under his 
leadership, the Billings Clinic has be-
come the largest health care organiza-
tion in Montana, with more than 3,700 
employees, including 350 physicians 
and 400 inpatient nurses. Dr. Wolter is 
known for his commitment to the peo-
ple of Billings, and under his direction 
the clinic has provided more charity 
care than any other health care organi-
zation in the State and has gained a 
reputation nationally as a leader in pa-
tient safety, quality, and service. 

For the past decade, Dr. Wolter has 
been one of the most influential voices 
on Capitol Hill in helping to reform our 
fragmented health care delivery sys-
tem and championing the medical- 
group delivery model. His successes can 
be seen in several pieces of legislation, 
including the Affordable Care Act, and 
have improved care for countless num-
bers of patients. Dr. Wolter’s close 
partnership with our former colleague, 
Senator Max Baucus, resulted in Mon-
tana serving as a model for the rest of 
the Nation on how best to deliver care 
in the most rural parts of this Nation. 

Dr. Wolter is a former member of the 
board of directors of the American 
Medical Group Association and the 
American Hospital Association. He 
served two terms as a Commissioner on 
the Medicare Payment Advisory Com-
mission, advising Congress on how to 
improve care and reduce costs in the 
health care system. Dr. Wolter was rec-
ognized by the Medical Group Manage-
ment Association in 2004 as the Physi-
cian Executive of the Year and was 
named by Modern Healthcare as one of 
the 100 Most Influential People in 
Health Care in 2010 and 2011, and by 
Modern Physicians as one of the 50 
Most Influential Physicians in Health 
Care in 2011. 

Dr. Wolter has been a tireless advo-
cate in improving our health care sys-
tem and today I am delighted to recog-
nize him as he is being entered into the 
American Medical Group Association’s 
Policy Hall of Fame.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mr Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
13047 OF MAY 20, 1997, WITH RE-
SPECT TO BURMA, RECEIVED 
DURING ADJOURNMENT OF THE 
SENATE ON MAY 15, 2015—PM 17 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to 
Burma that was declared on May 20, 
1997, is to continue in effect beyond 
May 20, 2015. The Government of 
Burma has made significant progress 
across a number of important areas, in-
cluding the release of over 1,300 polit-
ical prisoners, continued progress to-
ward a nationwide cease-fire, the dis-
charge of hundreds of child soldiers 
from the military, steps to improve 
labor standards, and expanding polit-
ical space for civil society to have a 
greater voice in shaping issues critical 
to Burma’s future. In addition, Burma 
has become a signatory of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency’s Ad-
ditional Protocol and ratified the Bio-
logical Weapons Convention, signifi-
cant steps towards supporting global 
nonproliferation. Despite these strides, 
the situation in the country continues 
to pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. 

Concerns persist regarding the ongo-
ing conflict and human rights abuses in 
the country, particularly in ethnic mi-
nority areas and Rakhine State. In ad-
dition, Burma’s military operates with 
little oversight from the civilian gov-
ernment and often acts with impunity. 
For these reasons, I have determined 
that it is necessary to continue the na-
tional emergency with respect to 
Burma. 

Despite this action, the United 
States remains committed to sup-
porting and strengthening Burma’s re-
form efforts and to continue working 
both with the Burmese government and 
people to ensure that the democratic 
transition is sustained and irreversible. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 15, 2015. 
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