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HONORING THE VETERANS OF THE 
MAY 19, 2015 EASTERN IOWA 
HONOR FLIGHT 

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, today, over 
eighty Iowa veterans of World War II, the Ko-
rean War and the Vietnam War will travel to 
our nation’s capital. Together, they will visit 
the monuments that were built in their honor 
by a grateful nation. 

For many, today will be the first time they 
will see the National World War II Memorial, 
the Korean War Veterans Memorial and the 
Vietnam War Memorial. I can think of no 
greater honor than to be able to greet them 
and thank Iowa’s—and our nation’s—heroes 
for their service to our country. 

That is why I am deeply honored to join 
them for their visit to the National World War 
II Memorial to personally thank these heroes 
for their service to our nation and to pay trib-
ute to the incredible sacrifice they made for 
our country. 

We owe these heroes a debt of gratitude 
and the Honor Flight demonstrates that we as 
a state and as a country will never forget the 
debt we owe those who have worn our na-
tion’s uniform. As a reminder of the service 
and sacrifice of the Greatest Generation, I am 
proud to have a piece of marble in my office 
from the quarry that was used to build the 
World War II Memorial. Our World War II, Ko-
rean War and Vietnam War veterans rose to 
defend not just our nation, but the freedoms, 
democracy, and values that make our country 
the greatest nation on earth. They did so as 
one people and one country. Their sacrifices 
and determination in the face of great threats 
to our way of life are both humbling and inspir-
ing. 

I am tremendously proud to welcome the 
Eastern Iowa Honor Flight and Iowa’s vet-
erans of World War II, the Korean War and 
the Vietnam War to our nation’s capital today. 
On behalf of every Iowan I represent, I thank 
them for their service to our country. 

f 

HONORING THE TUSCUMBIA HIGH 
SCHOOL ACADEMIC TEAM 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the Tuscumbia High School Aca-
demic Team on its Class 1 State Champion-
ship win at the Missouri Scholar Bowl Tour-
nament. 

These students and their coach should be 
commended for all of their hard work through-
out this past year and for bringing home the 

state championship to their school and com-
munity. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing the 
Tuscumbia High School Academic Team for a 
job well done. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained on account of a flight delay. Had 
I been present I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on 
roll call vote 240, roll call vote 241, and roll 
call vote 242. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF VIR-
GINIA AIR NATIONAL GUARD 
BRIGADIER GENERAL WAYNE A. 
WRIGHT 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and thank Brigadier General Wayne 
A. Wright for his 34 years of service to our na-
tion and to congratulate him on his announced 
retirement. 

Brigadier General Wayne A. Wright retires 
as the Chief of Staff/Air Component Com-
mander, Virginia Air National Guard, respon-
sible for the command and control of 1,230 
Virginia Air National Guard members, rep-
resenting five organizations. Provided to the 
Governor and Adjutant General of Virginia, Air 
Guard military forces protect and defend the 
Commonwealth, and when activated to federal 
military duty, provide those same forces to the 
President of the United States. 

General Wright entered the United States 
Air Force and received his commission in 
1981 after graduating from the University of 
South Carolina. He transitioned from active 
duty to the Georgia Air National Guard in 
1992. General Wright has held various leader-
ship and command positions at the squadron, 
group, wing and major command levels. His 
assignments involved operations and formal 
training of United States Air Force and allied 
Command and Control personnel. He also 
worked in the developmental and operational 
testing arena. General Wright is a Master Air 
Battle Manager with qualifications in six 
ground-based Command and Control systems 
including joint and allied systems. 

General Wright has been awarded the Le-
gion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal (with 
2 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters), Air Force Com-
mendation Medal (with 2 Bronze Oak Leaf 
Clusters), Army Commendation Medal, Air 
Force Achievement Medal (with 1 Bronze Oak 
Leaf Cluster), Air Force Outstanding Unit 

Award (with 2 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters), Air 
Force Organizational Excellence Award, Com-
bat Readiness Medal, National Defense Serv-
ice Medal (with 1 Bronze Service Star), Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, Humani-
tarian Service Medal, Air Force Overseas Rib-
bon Short Tour, Air Force Overseas Ribbon 
Long Tour, Air Force Longevity Service Award 
Ribbon (with 1 Silver and 1 Bronze Oak Leaf 
Cluster), and the Air Force Training Ribbon. 

Brigadier General Wright has excelled 
throughout his distinguished career and I am 
honored to pay tribute to this Airman. I thank 
Wayne’s wife, Jeanette, and their daughter, 
Jessica and son in-law, Jeremy along with 
their children, Noah and Haley as well as their 
son Justin and his wife Caitlin for the many 
years they have supported Wayne while he 
served his country. I wish Wayne and Jea-
nette Godspeed, and continued happiness as 
they start a new chapter in their lives. 

f 

HONORING JOAN ERIKSEN 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Joan Eriksen, who is completing 
twenty-one years of service on the Mendocino 
Lake Community College District Board of 
Trustees, where she has been a leader and 
driving force in a multitude of valuable com-
munity projects and programs. 

Ms. Eriksen has diligently guided the college 
district in overcoming fiscal challenges during 
economic downturns and has been a powerful 
and consistent advocate for high-quality edu-
cational opportunities for students in remote 
areas. She provided strong leadership to se-
cure critical funding to develop and improve 
College facilities and stellar oversight in the 
construction of these projects. The permanent 
structures now housing classrooms and facili-
ties for students in Willits and Lake County are 
in large part a result of her hard work. 

As a skilled relationship builder with the ex-
tended community and a valuable role model 
for new board members over the years of her 
service, Ms. Eriksen’s heartfelt commitment to 
Mendocino College and the Mendocino Lake 
Community College District—as well as its 
staff, students, and the community it serves— 
will leave a lasting impact for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting to honor and thank 
Joan Eriksen for her years of dedicated serv-
ice to the students of Mendocino College and 
the Mendocino Lake Community College Dis-
trict. On behalf of the many individuals she 
has served, I am privileged to express deep 
appreciation to Ms. Eriksen for her exemplary 
leadership, and convey to her best wishes as 
she pursues new endeavors. 
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