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HONORING THE VETERANS OF THE 
MAY 19, 2015 EASTERN IOWA 
HONOR FLIGHT 

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, today, over 
eighty Iowa veterans of World War II, the Ko-
rean War and the Vietnam War will travel to 
our nation’s capital. Together, they will visit 
the monuments that were built in their honor 
by a grateful nation. 

For many, today will be the first time they 
will see the National World War II Memorial, 
the Korean War Veterans Memorial and the 
Vietnam War Memorial. I can think of no 
greater honor than to be able to greet them 
and thank Iowa’s—and our nation’s—heroes 
for their service to our country. 

That is why I am deeply honored to join 
them for their visit to the National World War 
II Memorial to personally thank these heroes 
for their service to our nation and to pay trib-
ute to the incredible sacrifice they made for 
our country. 

We owe these heroes a debt of gratitude 
and the Honor Flight demonstrates that we as 
a state and as a country will never forget the 
debt we owe those who have worn our na-
tion’s uniform. As a reminder of the service 
and sacrifice of the Greatest Generation, I am 
proud to have a piece of marble in my office 
from the quarry that was used to build the 
World War II Memorial. Our World War II, Ko-
rean War and Vietnam War veterans rose to 
defend not just our nation, but the freedoms, 
democracy, and values that make our country 
the greatest nation on earth. They did so as 
one people and one country. Their sacrifices 
and determination in the face of great threats 
to our way of life are both humbling and inspir-
ing. 

I am tremendously proud to welcome the 
Eastern Iowa Honor Flight and Iowa’s vet-
erans of World War II, the Korean War and 
the Vietnam War to our nation’s capital today. 
On behalf of every Iowan I represent, I thank 
them for their service to our country. 

f 

HONORING THE TUSCUMBIA HIGH 
SCHOOL ACADEMIC TEAM 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the Tuscumbia High School Aca-
demic Team on its Class 1 State Champion-
ship win at the Missouri Scholar Bowl Tour-
nament. 

These students and their coach should be 
commended for all of their hard work through-
out this past year and for bringing home the 

state championship to their school and com-
munity. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing the 
Tuscumbia High School Academic Team for a 
job well done. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained on account of a flight delay. Had 
I been present I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on 
roll call vote 240, roll call vote 241, and roll 
call vote 242. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF VIR-
GINIA AIR NATIONAL GUARD 
BRIGADIER GENERAL WAYNE A. 
WRIGHT 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and thank Brigadier General Wayne 
A. Wright for his 34 years of service to our na-
tion and to congratulate him on his announced 
retirement. 

Brigadier General Wayne A. Wright retires 
as the Chief of Staff/Air Component Com-
mander, Virginia Air National Guard, respon-
sible for the command and control of 1,230 
Virginia Air National Guard members, rep-
resenting five organizations. Provided to the 
Governor and Adjutant General of Virginia, Air 
Guard military forces protect and defend the 
Commonwealth, and when activated to federal 
military duty, provide those same forces to the 
President of the United States. 

General Wright entered the United States 
Air Force and received his commission in 
1981 after graduating from the University of 
South Carolina. He transitioned from active 
duty to the Georgia Air National Guard in 
1992. General Wright has held various leader-
ship and command positions at the squadron, 
group, wing and major command levels. His 
assignments involved operations and formal 
training of United States Air Force and allied 
Command and Control personnel. He also 
worked in the developmental and operational 
testing arena. General Wright is a Master Air 
Battle Manager with qualifications in six 
ground-based Command and Control systems 
including joint and allied systems. 

General Wright has been awarded the Le-
gion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal (with 
2 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters), Air Force Com-
mendation Medal (with 2 Bronze Oak Leaf 
Clusters), Army Commendation Medal, Air 
Force Achievement Medal (with 1 Bronze Oak 
Leaf Cluster), Air Force Outstanding Unit 

Award (with 2 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters), Air 
Force Organizational Excellence Award, Com-
bat Readiness Medal, National Defense Serv-
ice Medal (with 1 Bronze Service Star), Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, Humani-
tarian Service Medal, Air Force Overseas Rib-
bon Short Tour, Air Force Overseas Ribbon 
Long Tour, Air Force Longevity Service Award 
Ribbon (with 1 Silver and 1 Bronze Oak Leaf 
Cluster), and the Air Force Training Ribbon. 

Brigadier General Wright has excelled 
throughout his distinguished career and I am 
honored to pay tribute to this Airman. I thank 
Wayne’s wife, Jeanette, and their daughter, 
Jessica and son in-law, Jeremy along with 
their children, Noah and Haley as well as their 
son Justin and his wife Caitlin for the many 
years they have supported Wayne while he 
served his country. I wish Wayne and Jea-
nette Godspeed, and continued happiness as 
they start a new chapter in their lives. 

f 

HONORING JOAN ERIKSEN 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Joan Eriksen, who is completing 
twenty-one years of service on the Mendocino 
Lake Community College District Board of 
Trustees, where she has been a leader and 
driving force in a multitude of valuable com-
munity projects and programs. 

Ms. Eriksen has diligently guided the college 
district in overcoming fiscal challenges during 
economic downturns and has been a powerful 
and consistent advocate for high-quality edu-
cational opportunities for students in remote 
areas. She provided strong leadership to se-
cure critical funding to develop and improve 
College facilities and stellar oversight in the 
construction of these projects. The permanent 
structures now housing classrooms and facili-
ties for students in Willits and Lake County are 
in large part a result of her hard work. 

As a skilled relationship builder with the ex-
tended community and a valuable role model 
for new board members over the years of her 
service, Ms. Eriksen’s heartfelt commitment to 
Mendocino College and the Mendocino Lake 
Community College District—as well as its 
staff, students, and the community it serves— 
will leave a lasting impact for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting to honor and thank 
Joan Eriksen for her years of dedicated serv-
ice to the students of Mendocino College and 
the Mendocino Lake Community College Dis-
trict. On behalf of the many individuals she 
has served, I am privileged to express deep 
appreciation to Ms. Eriksen for her exemplary 
leadership, and convey to her best wishes as 
she pursues new endeavors. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 

OF NORTHWEST FLORIDA’S BE-
LOVED ARTHUR MICHAEL 
‘‘COACH MAC’’ MCMILLION 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the life and legacy of Northwest 
Florida’s beloved Arthur Michael ‘‘Coach Mac’’ 
McMillion. For more than 30 years, Coach 
Mac was a fixture in Northwest Florida ath-
letics, helping to shape the lives of countless 
young men and women, and the Northwest 
Florida community mourns his passing. 

Born and raised in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 
Coach Mac from a young age exemplified the 
hard work and dedication necessary to excel 
on the playing field. Following his successful 
playing career—during which he garnered All 
State honors in high school football and cap-
tained his college team, the University of Eau 
Claire—Coach Mac and his wife Barb moved 
to Texas, where he began his coaching ca-
reer. 

In 1985, Coach Mac and his family moved 
to Northwest Florida. For eight years, Coach 
Mac served as Head Coach in football, bas-
ketball and weight lifting at Earnest Ward High 
School, before moving to Milton High School. 
Over the next 20 years, Coach Mac coached 
football and basketball at Milton, as well as 
starting the girls first weight lifting program. 
For the last ten years of his tenure at Milton 
High, Coach Mac led the Milton High football 
program as head coach. Coach Mac then 
began the next chapter in his life, moving to 
Hobbs Middle School where he worked as the 
Dean of Students until his passing. 

As anyone who has played sports can tell 
you, the best coaches are leaders both on and 
off the field, and Coach Mac epitomized these 
values. His goal as a coach and educator was 
to shape his students and players to be suc-
cessful on the field and in their lives, and he 
has had an immeasurable influence on thou-
sands of students over the years. Above all of 
the many accolades he earned as a player 
and coach, Coach Mac’s greatest joy in life 
was family, and to his family and friends he 
will always be remembered as a loving and 
devoted husband, father and grandfather. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am honored to recognize the life 
and legacy of Arthur Michael ‘‘Coach Mac’’ 
McMillion. My wife Vicki and I extend our 
heartfelt prayers and condolences to his wife 
Barb; four children, Amie, Missy, Mikey, and 
Tommy; four grandsons, Nate, Rhett, Jon and 
Luke; father and step-mother, Art and Ruth; 
sister, Beth; and the entire McMillion family. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JIM GARRETT; FAM-
ILY CHAMPION OF THE ALZ-
HEIMER’S ASSOCIATION 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Jim Garrett, a dedicated leader in 
the fight against Alzheimer’s. On Wednesday, 

June 10, 2015, Mr. Garrett will be honored by 
the Alzheimer’s Association as Family Cham-
pion for his faithful leadership on the Associa-
tion’s Board of Directors, and for his continued 
commitment to supporting the advancement of 
research for the treatment of this terrible dis-
ease. 

The Alzheimer’s Association is a tremen-
dous organization that provides professionally 
staffed services and critical resources for Alz-
heimer’s patients and their families. This orga-
nization is largely funded by the altruism of 
people such as Jim Garrett, who in addition to 
being a natural caregiver is also a successful 
businessman, acting as Chairman of a well- 
known New England company, Rapid Refills. 
Jim Garrett’s public spirit can best be seen in 
his spearheading of the Purple Pump Up Pro-
gram, which donates a certain percentage of 
Rapid Refills’ earnings to the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, promoting the continuation of re-
search and treatment, and making a difference 
in the lives of all those affected by this dis-
ease. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring Jim 
Garrett on this day for his tremendous con-
tributions to the Alzheimer’s Association, and 
his efforts in the fight against Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
MANDIE DELL AARON NIXON 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise on this occasion to first of all say how 
much I appreciate this opportunity to address 
my colleagues and the Nation and to talk for 
just a few moments about a loving and caring 
woman, Mrs. Mandie Dell Aaron Nixon. 

Mandie Dell Aaron Nixon passed away a 
few days ago. She was a special woman, and 
a dedicated worker for the Lord. She loved lift-
ing up the name of Jesus, praising him with all 
her heart. She let her light shine. 

Mandie Dell Aaron Nixon was born in Cam-
den, Alabama, to the late Reverend Henry 
Aaron and missionary, Mariah Aaron. Being 
born in a Christian home, she accepted the 
Lord into her heart at a very early age. Mandie 
was a loving wife, sister, and mother to her 
five children. She is survived by two children, 
three sisters, and a host of five generations of 
grandchildren. Her entire beloved family 
mourns this hour. 

But let me just say, Mr. Speaker, that not 
only her family mourns, for this caring woman 
touched many lives. During her journey here 
on Earth, Mandie loved with her whole heart. 
She was active in her church community, even 
President of the Mother’s Board for many 
years. She always had something nice to say 
about everyone. When she looked at you, she 
always saw the best in you, and would make 
sure to impart words of encouragement and 
wisdom. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a dedicated woman and 
one who was humble and humbled herself be-
fore God, and understood not only who she 
was but whose she was. 

And so I just want to rise this afternoon to 
say these few words about this generous, lov-
ing woman, Mandie Dell Aaron Nixon. Let me 

just say in conclusion, Mr. Speaker, God bless 
Mandie Dell Aaron Nixon. She fought the good 
fight, she finished her race, and she kept the 
faith. And most of all, she will be truly missed 
by many. 

f 

HONORING THE PARTICIPANTS IN 
THE 2015 CONGRESSIONAL ART 
COMPETITION 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, once 
again, I come to the floor to recognize the 
great success of strong local schools working 
with dedicated parents and teachers. I rise 
today to congratulate and honor a number of 
outstanding high school artists from the 11th 
Congressional District of New Jersey. Each of 
these talented young men and women partici-
pated in the 2015 Congressional Art Competi-
tion. Their works of art are exceptional. 

Fifty-seven participated. That is a wonderful 
response, and I would very much like to build 
on that participation for future competitions. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to congratulate the 
winners of our art competition. First place was 
awarded to Camila Rosario from Wayne Val-
ley High School for her Colored Pencil artwork 
entitled, ‘‘Joy and Innocence of Childhood.’’ 
Second place was awarded to Melissa Danitz 
from Chatham High School for her Oil on Can-
vas artwork titled ‘‘Colors on a City Street.’’ 
Third place was awarded to Jamilynn Rose 
from Hanover Park High School for her Prisma 
Pencil on black paper artwork titled ‘‘Sonic 
Boom.’’ 

Honorable Mentions were awarded to: Nat-
alie Almonte from Boonton High School for her 
Arcylic artwork titled ‘‘Girl with the Silver 
Earrings’’ and Jason Levine from Livingston 
High School for his Digital artwork titled ‘‘Grav-
ity.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize each 
artist for their participation by indicating their 
high school, their name, and the title of their 
contest entries. 

BOONTON HIGH SCHOOL 

Natalie Almonte, Boonton, ‘‘Girl with the 
Silver Earrings 

Karyn Hansen, ‘‘Art Dreams’’ 
Perri Phelps, ‘‘Girl With Red Hair’’ 
Carla Garcia, ‘‘As You See Me’’ 

CHATHAM HIGH SCHOOL 

Phoebe Nichols, ‘‘Scratchboard Portrait’’ 
Melissa Danitz, ‘‘Colors on a City Street’’ 
Sofie Michalak, ‘‘Toothbrush’’ 

HANOVER PARK HIGH SCHOOL 

Jamilynn Rose, ‘‘Sonic Boom’’ 
Laura Romanski, ‘‘Spring’’ 
Alexandra Eveland, ‘‘Candle Sticks’’ 
Matt Einloth, ‘‘The Big Apple’’ 

JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL 

Courtney Weber, ‘‘Bryant Park’’ 
Christopher Best, ‘‘Autumn Colonial’’ 
Olivia Lisa, ‘‘Horseshoe Lake’’ 

LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

Kristin Leechow, ‘‘Artistic Freedom’’ 
Jason Levine, ‘‘Gravity’’ 
Sorasicha Nithikasem, ‘‘July in America’’ 
Lucas Ochoa ‘‘Wired’’ 

MONTCLAIR HIGH SCHOOL 

Hannah Brown, ‘‘Seven Turtles’’ 
Katelyn Hall, ‘‘People Watching’’ 
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