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Jane Boehlert ‘“Dorm Room™’

MONTVILLE TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL

Rachel Higgins ‘“Into the Sea’

Lianne Pflug, ‘‘Music to My Ears”

Leigh Deitz, ‘“‘Fugitive”’

MORRIS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

Sabrina Huresky, ‘Random Items Name-
plate”’

Zoe Yin, “View of China”

Leo Lin, ‘“‘Satellite View of Capital”’

MORRIS KNOLLS HIGH SCHOOL

Raelle D’Aitilio, “‘Buying Time”’

Olivia Kuchta, ‘‘Mirror, Mirror”’

Chiyere Emili, ‘“‘African Culture”

MOUNTAIN LAKES HIGH SCHOOL

Joy Xie, ‘“Under the Sunlight’’

Yian Wang, ‘‘Fish Snack”

NUTLEY HIGH SCHOOL

Deana DiLauri, ‘‘Outside the Box”’

Cassandra Rebutoc, ‘‘Pop the Pink!”

Leticia Donato, ‘“‘Summer Sun’’

Patricia Bobila, ‘“‘Among the Autumn
Leaves”

PASSAIC VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL

Victoria Phillips, ‘‘Rule of Rose”’

Lindsey Heale, ‘“‘In the Studio”

PARSIPPANY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Daniel McMillen, ‘‘Coil”’

Tamia McNab, ““Artist Den”’

Nicholas McMillen, ‘“Soulness’

Carolina Sachno, ‘“Go Fish”

RANDOLPH HIGH SCHOOL

Olivia Lawler, ‘“‘My Childhood”

SPARTA HIGH SCHOOL

Domari Thomas, ‘“‘Survival”’

Mitch Coyle; ‘3 Seasons’

Kacey Campbell, ‘‘Self Portrait”’

Madeline Abatemarco, ‘‘Fantasy Scape’’

WAYNE VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL

Camila Rosario, ‘“‘Joy and Innocence of
Childhood”

Lilit Balagyozyan, ‘‘Cautionary Tale”

Lauren Valledor, ‘“‘An Afternoon in Wash-
ington Square Park”

Olivia Lozy, ‘‘Still Life of Pickle Bottles”
WEST ESSEX REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
Ariana Daly, ‘“The Moment Winter Falls”’
WEST MORRIS MENDHAM HIGH SCHOOL

Emma Jang, ‘“‘Empty”’

Ryan Corbett “I Will Work to End Rac-
ism”

WEST ORANGE HIGH SCHOOL

Arlenis Roberts, ‘“‘Elephant Hand Piece”’

WHIPPANY PARK HIGH SCHOOL

Eric Kahn, ‘“‘Hiding Behind Feathers”’

Shayna Miller, ‘“‘Papilionoidea”

Each year the winner of the competition has
their art work displayed with other winners
from across the country in a special corridor
here at the U.S. Capitol. Thousands of our fel-
low Americans walk through the exhibition and
are reminded of the vast talents of our young
men and women. Indeed, all of these young
artists are winners, and we should be proud of
their achievements so early in life.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in congratulating these talented young
people from New Jersey’s 11th Congressional
District.

——————

HONORING WORLD WAR II FIGHT-
ER ACE DONALD McPHERSON

HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Donald McPherson of
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Adams, Nebraska, on receiving the Congres-
sional Gold Medal for his valiant service to our
nation as an American Fighter Ace in World
War 1.

Mr. McPherson is one of two surviving fight-
er aces in Nebraska. These brave pilots
earned the title of fighter aces after shooting
down five enemies in battle. Mr. McPherson
earned three Distinguished Flying Crosses
and four Air Medals while assigned to fighter
squadron VF-83 aboard the U.S.S. Essex in
the Pacific. In his F6F Hellcat, Mr. McPherson
directly faced our enemies in the skies to de-
fend our country and preserve our liberty.

As Memorial Day approaches, we remem-
ber our fallen and honor those still with us
who served beside them. The legacies of our
selfless military heroes, including Mr. McPher-
son, must be celebrated and protected for fu-
ture generations to understand the true cost of
freedom.

On behalf of the people of Nebraska’s Third
District, | thank Mr. McPherson for his service
to our country and congratulate him on his
Congressional Gold Medal recognition this
week.

———

A PATHWAY TO FREEDOM: RES-
CUE AND REFUGE FOR VICTIMS
OF SEX TRAFFICKING

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
recently chaired a hearing focusing on the
fight against human trafficking—an insidious
human rights abuse that thrives in an environ-
ment of secrecy, of silence, and of a mindset
that says that it is somebody else’s problem.

The truth of the matter is that combating
modern-day slavery is everybody’s business.
We are all in this together. Cooperation and
coordination are key to mitigating—and some-
day ending—this pervasive cruelty.

Significant progress has been made since |
authored landmark legislation—the Trafficking
Victim’s Protection Act of 2000, or TVPA—to
combat sex and labor trafficking in the United
States and globally. When | first introduced
the TVPA in 1998 however, | was repeatedly
told by detractors that it was a “solution in
search of a problem.”

The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of
2000, and its 2003 and 2005 reauthorizations,
which | also authored, launched a bold new
strategy that included sheltering, political asy-
lum, and other protections for the victims; long
jail sentences and asset confiscation for the
traffickers; and tough sanctions for govern-
ments that failed to meet minimum standards
prescribed in the TVPA.

And for the first time ever, the law recog-
nized the exploited as victims—not perpetra-
tors of a crime. Since 2004, the TVPA has re-
sulted in Anti-Human Trafficking Task Forces
in 42 cities across the U.S. These task forces
identify potential victims of human trafficking,
coordinate local and federal law enforcement
to rescue victims, assist with referrals for vic-
tim care, and train law enforcement.

Last week’s hearing concentrated on rescue
and refuge.

In January of 2000, | received actionable in-
formation that eight Ukrainian women were
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being exploited by sex traffickers in two bars
in Montenegro. The women had been lured
there with promises of legitimate work, then
forced into prostitution. One desperate victim,
however, called her mother for help using the
phone of one of the men exploiting her.

When informed, | immediately called the
Prime Minister of Montenegro, Filip Vujanovic,
who personally ordered an immediate raid on
the bar. As a result, seven of the eight women
were rescued and returned to their families in
Ukraine. Tragically, the eighth woman was
trafficked to Albania prior to the raid.

We know that organized crime, street
gangs, and pimps around the world have ex-
panded into sex trafficking at an alarming rate.
It is an extremely lucrative undertaking: a traf-
ficker can make hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars a year off just one victim. Unlike drugs or
weapons, a human being can be held captive
and sold into sexual slavery over and over
again. Pornography and the devaluation of
women are helping to drive demand.

And while our Department of Justice and
Department of Homeland Security works with
law enforcement abroad in sting operations to
catch American pedophile sex tourists and
rescue victims where there is a nexus with the
United States, they cannot conduct rescue op-
erations or run investigations that fall outside
their jurisdiction.

Nevertheless, there still are victims—some-
one’s young son or daughter being cruelly ex-
ploited. Into this gap steps non-governmental
rescue operations. Some of the best are
staffed by former Navy SEALs, ex-CIA agents,
and even the occasional sitting member of
State government. That is who we heard from
last week—from witnesses that include a
former CIA agent now involved in rescuing the
most vulnerable, and a sitting state Attorney
General.

We also heard from a former member of the
Mexican Congress who has fought trafficking
her entire career. And we heard from a victim
of trafficking, who told us about the impor-
tance of refuge and rehabilitation following
rescue.

Operation Underground Railroad has made
it their business, literally and figuratively, to
identify children being sex trafficked in other
countries, and then to partner with the relevant
foreign government entities for the rescue and
rehabilitation of these children.

Operation Underground Railroad members
frequently pose as American sex tourists who
enlist traffickers to host sex parties for them—
it is such a common occurrence in many Latin
American nations that it provides the perfect
cover for Operation Underground Railroad to
lure the traffickers with the children for sale to
a preset location, and then have the local au-
thorities ready to bust the traffickers as well as
rescue the children. Operation Underground
Railroad also trains the local governments in
how to conduct stings on ftraffickers, and on
the rehabilitative needs of the trafficking vic-
tims.

Yet the magnitude of the problem remains
huge.

Worldwide, in the past two years, 80,000
trafficking victims have been identified—a
small percentage of the estimated 20.9 million
victims in the world, but evidence that with a
combination of encouragement, plus some
persuasion and sustained pressure via sanc-
tions imposed by the United States, countries
are moving in the right direction.
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Child traffickers cater to child predators—a
crime that thrives on secrecy. In 1994, a
young girl in my hometown was lured into the
home of a convicted pedophile who lived
across the street from her. Megan Kanka,
seven, was raped and murdered.

No one, including Megan Kanka’s parents,
knew that their neighbor had been convicted
of child sexual assault. The outrage over this
tragedy led to enactment of Megan’s Law—
public sex offender registries—in every state
in the country.

| thought up the idea for International
Megan’s Law to Prevent Demand for Child
Sex Trafficking (H.R. 515), already passed by
the House and now pending in the U.S. Sen-
ate, in a conversation with a trafficking in per-
son’s delegation from Thailand during a meet-
ing in my office in 2007. | asked what Thai of-
ficials would do if we were to notify them of
travel by a convicted pedophile. Each of the
dozen officials said they would bar entry into
their nation of such a predator.

A primary way to fight child trafficking is to
fight demand created by sex tourists, which is
what International Megan’s Law does. We
know from other official data that registered
sex offenders are traveling disproportionately
to countries where children are trafficked for
Sex.

A deeply-disturbing 2010 report by the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office entitled “Current
Situation Results in Thousands of Passports
Issued to Registered Sex Offenders” found
that at least 4,500 U.S. passports were issued
to registered sex offenders in fiscal year 2008
alone.

International Megan’s Law seeks to protect
children from sex tourism by notifying destina-
tion countries when convicted pedophiles plan
to travel. And to protect American children, the
bill encourages the President to use bilateral
agreements and assistance to establish recip-
rocal notification—so that we will know when
convicted child-sex offenders are coming here.

It is a primary duty of government to protect
the weakest and most vulnerable among us
from harm, but it also falls to each of us to
watch for those who need the help of govern-
ment, NGOs, and the faith community.

Combatting trafficking is everybody’s busi-
ness, and we heard from witnesses involved
in the war against trafficking.

HONORING MARY ANN LUTZ

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, | submit
the following:

Whereas, Mary Ann Lutz has ably served
the citizens of Monrovia as Mayor for six years
(2009-2015); and also was elected and
served the citizens of Monrovia as a member
of the City Council for six years (2003—2009);
and

Whereas, Mary Ann Lutz was a member of
the Executive Committee of the San Gabriel
Valley Council of Governments for the last
four years; and provides guidance and coun-
sel as President of the San Gabriel Valley
Council of Governments; and

Whereas, Mary Ann Lutz has provided lead-
ership for residents and fellow elected officials
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of the San Gabriel Valley with her commitment
to regional government; and is recognized for
her leadership and longtime advocacy for en-
vironmental causes, energy conservation, eco-
nomic development, and critical water supply
issues; and

Whereas, Mary Ann Lutz has championed
the concerns of San Gabriel Valley residents
regarding Storm Water Compliance and Miti-
gation affordability while serving as a member
of the United States Conference of Mayors;
and has served as a representative to the
Gold Line Phase Il Joint Powers Authority and
the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts;
and

Whereas, Mary Ann Lutz has volunteered
her time as a liaison to the Monrovia Unified
School District and to the Monrovia Public Li-
brary to promote educational achievement and
the growth of literacy; and furthered edu-
cational excellence by participating with the
Youth Employment Service (YES!) and the
Adult School/ROP & Santa Fe Middle School
Adopt-a-School programs; and

Whereas, Mary Ann Lutz’s leadership and
selfless service will be missed greatly by all
the cities of the San Gabriel Valley; and would
be appropriate to recognize the outstanding
accomplishments and longtime commitment to
serving the citizens of Monrovia and the resi-
dents of the San Gabriel Valley; and now,
therefore, be it

Recognized, That Mayor Mary Ann Lutz of
Monrovia has had an enduring influence and
given exceptional contributions to the State of
California; and we applaud her selfless com-
mitment to the well-being of Southern Cali-
fornia families; and we encourage all to honor
the leadership and service provided for San
Gabriel Valley residents by this wonderful
leader.

———

CONGRATULATING MAJOR
STEPHEN J. BONNER

HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to congratulate my constituent,
Major Stephen J. Bonner of the U.S. Air
Force, who has earned the Congressional
Gold Medal for his distinguished service as an
American fighter pilot with the Flying Tiger
squadron in World War 1.

Growing up in the 1930’s during World War
I, Major Bonner had always dreamt of becom-
ing an ace. When he graduated from flight
school in 1943, his dream came true when he
was assigned to fly with the 76th Fighter
Squadron in China, battling Japanese fighter
pilots in his P—-40 Warhawk.

During his time with the Air Force, Major
Bonner became a member of the American
Fighter Aces, who have been renowned as
our country’s most distinguished fighter pilots.
In both World Wars, along with the Korean
War, and the Vietnam War, these individuals
have not only courageously defended our na-
tion, but have also made outstanding achieve-
ments in aerial combat.

Major Bonner, now 96, lives with his daugh-
ter, Jane, just outside Carlinville in my district.
I’'m proud to congratulate Major Stephen Bon-
ner for his outstanding accomplishments as an
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American Fighter Ace. The bravery and dedi-
cation he displayed as a pilot in World War Il
make him a very deserving recipient of the
Congressional Gold Medal award, and | am
proud to have such brave veterans like him in
my district. Congratulations, Major Bonner.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF JAMES A. WELDON

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with great sadness to pay tribute to my good
friend, Mr. James (Jim) A. Weldon, who sadly
passed away on May 13, 2015.

Jim lived a life full of honor and compas-
sion. He joined the U.S. Navy in 1953 and
proudly served his country for six years. After
his time in the Navy, he joined his family in Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida, where he began a career
in the electrical industry and trained as an
electrician. Jim went on to become a labor
leader, following in the footsteps of his father,
who had belonged to a painters union. For 38
years, Jim served as the leader of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
Local Union 728, where he fought tirelessly for
the rights of all workers, including for the right
to earn a livable wage.

After 38 years leading Local Union 728, Jim
retired. Of course, like so many people, we
know how dedicated he was to the cause of
helping others, Jim was not able to entirely re-
tire from work that most assuredly filled his
soul and his life with meaning. Therefore, in
his retirement, he became the Vice President
of the Florida Chapter of the Alliance for Re-
tired Americans, where he continued to advo-
cate for those who were in need of a voice. In
addition to these immeasurable contributions
to his community, Jim was also very proud to
be listed on the honor roll of the Irish Cultural
Institute of Florida and the Board of the Ft.
Lauderdale Emerald Society. He also served
his community as a Port Everglades Commis-
sioner.

Mr. Speaker, my thoughts and prayers are
with Jim’s wife Gisela, as well as his two
daughters, Kimberly and Kelly. | know that
they are hurting, but | hope that they receive
some comfort in knowing that their community
grieves with them, as we all celebrate the life
of a compassionate and dedicated man, Jim
Weldon.

———

RECOGNIZING ROY A. DUMONT
FOR HIS HONORABLE SERVICE
TO THE NATION IN THE SECOND
WORLD WAR AND HIS PATRIOT-
ISM AND VALOR THEREIN

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | ask the United
States House of Representatives to join me in
recognizing Mr. Roy A. Dumont for his honor-
able service in the Second World War.

Mr. Roy A. Dumont served the nation honor-
ably in the United States Army 87th Infantry
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