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understanding that the Committee’s juris-

dictional interests over this and similar leg-

islation are in no way diminished or altered.

The Committee also reserves the right to
seek appointment to any House-Senate con-
ference on this legislation and requests your
support if such a request is made. Finally, I
would appreciate your including this letter
in the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of H.R. 1735 on the House Floor. Thank
you for your attention to these matters.

Sincerely,
LAMAR SMITH,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.

Hon. LAMAR SMITH,

Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016.
I agree that the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a
sequential referral, the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology is not
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. “MAC” THORNBERRY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.

Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘“MAC” THORNBERRY,

Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN THORNBERRY: I write con-
cerning H.R. 1735, the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016, as
amended. There are certain provisions in the
legislation that fall within the Rule X juris-
diction of the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.

However, in order to expedite this legisla-
tion for floor consideration, the Committee
will forgo action on this bill. This, of course,
is conditional on our mutual understanding
that forgoing consideration of the bill does
not prejudice the Committee with respect to
the appointment of conferees or to any fu-
ture jurisdictional claim over the subject
matters contained in the bill or similar leg-
islation that fall within the Committee’s
Rule X jurisdiction. I request you urge the
Speaker to name members of the Committee
to any conference committee named to con-
sider such provisions.

Please place a copy of this letter and your
response acknowledging our jurisdictional
interest into the committee report on H.R.
1735 and into the Congressional Record dur-
ing consideration of the measure on the
House floor.

Sincerely,
BILL SHUSTER,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.

Hon. BILL SHUSTER,

Chairman, Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
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fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016.
I agree that the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a
sequential referral, the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure is not waiving
its jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of
letters will be included in the committee re-
port on the bill.
Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. “MAC”’ THORNBERRY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.
Hon. WILLIAM M. “MAC’ THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. THORNBERRY: I write to confirm
our mutual understanding regarding H.R.
1735, the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2016. This legislation con-
tains subject matter within the jurisdiction
of the Committee on Ways and Means. How-
ever, in order to expedite floor consideration
of this important legislation, the committee
waives consideration of the bill.

The Committee on Ways and Means takes
this action only with the understanding that
the committee’s jurisdictional interests over
this and similar legislation are in no way di-
minished or altered.

The committee also reserves the right to
seek appointment to any House-Senate con-
ference on this legislation and requests your
support if such a request is made. Finally, I
would appreciate your including this letter
in the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of H.R. 1735 on the House Floor. Thank
you for your attention to these matters.

Sincerely,
PAUL RYAN,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.
Hon. PAUL RYAN,
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016.
I agree that the Committee on Ways and
Means has a valid jurisdictional claim to a
provision in this important legislation, and I
am most appreciative of your decision not to
request a referral in the interest of expe-
diting consideration of the bill. I agree that
by foregoing a sequential referral, the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means is not waiving its
jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of let-
ters will be included in the committee report
on the bill.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. “MAC”’ THORNBERRY,
Chairman.

———

MARSHALL HIGH SCHOOL TRACK
AND FIELD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Marshall High School boys
track and field team for winning the University
Interscholastic League (UIL) 5A state track
and field championship.

E753

There was no stopping these Marshall Buf-
falos on their way to winning. The relay team
of Cederian Lynch, Amere Lattin, Kendall
Sheffield and Shamon Ehiemua set a 5A state
record in the 800-meter relay and claimed the
state title in the 1,600-meter relay. Individually,
Sheffield repeated his win in the 110-meter
hurdles and Ehiemua won in the 200-meter
dash. The Buffalos dominated the competition.
These young men are gifted athletes, and we
are excited to see all they accomplish on and
off the track.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations on
your state championship. Thank you for bring-
ing the gold to Fort Bend County.

————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 13, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1735) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes:

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chair, | ask that
the following exchange of letters be submitted
during consideration of H.R. 1735:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.
Hon. WILLIAM M. “MAC”’ THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House
of Representatives, Rayburn House Office
Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing con-
cerning H.R. 1735, the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016. That
bill, as ordered reported, contains provisions
within the Rule X jurisdiction of the Natural
Resources Committee, including those noted
in addendum A.

In the interest of permitting you to pro-
ceed expeditiously to floor consideration of
this very important bill, I am willing to
waive this committee’s right to a sequential
referral. I do so with the understanding that
the Natural Resources Committee does not
waive any future jurisdictional claim over
the subject matter contained in the bill
which fall within its Rule X jurisdiction. I
also request that you urge the Speaker to
name members of the Natural Resources
committee to any conference committee to
consider such provisions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 1735 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you and your
staff have worked regarding this matter and
others between our respective committees,

and congratulations on this significant
achievement.
Sincerely,
ROB BISHOP,
Chairman.
Addendum A:
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