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Two years ago, as I serve on the Ways 

and Means Committee, I had an oppor-
tunity to question our Treasury Sec-
retary, Jack Lew. I asked him the 
question 2 years ago: You know this 
crisis is on the horizon. I have read 
your testimony to this committee of 
Ways and Means, and I read the entire 
President’s budget. 

I said: Nowhere in there is a solution 
or a reference to this impending crisis. 
What is the solution the White House 
is offering? 

Simply, what they propose is they 
are going to take the portion of our 
payroll taxes that goes to Social Secu-
rity retirement that is paid by future 
retirees and use the $270 billion nec-
essary to bail out the disability trust 
fund. 

Mr. Speaker, before I came to Con-
gress, I had a private business. If you 
talk to any small-business owner 
across America, what they will tell you 
that is, it is robbing Peter to pay Paul 
because the Social Security retirement 
trust fund is on that same path to in-
solvency in 2033. So why would you 
take from one and use it to bail out an-
other when both programs are in dire 
straits? So, Mr. Speaker, I said to Jack 
Lew this year, when I had an oppor-
tunity to question him, that is unac-
ceptable. We need to do better not only 
in order to protect the Social Security 
retirees, who are near and dear to me, 
but also to those in the disability com-
munity that rely on these benefits. 

The disability trust fund hasn’t been 
reformed for decades. I care about 
those individuals deeply. And when I 
see disabled folks coming in to my of-
fice, as I have reached out to stake-
holder groups and had conversations, 
what they tell me is they have a dis-
ability trust fund program that essen-
tially penalizes them for trying to go 
back to work. That doesn’t make 
sense. 

We should be standing with the dis-
ability community if they have a ca-
pacity, a willingness, and a desire to go 
back to work. Our policies here in 
Washington, D.C., should say we are 
going to stand with you, we are going 
to encourage you, and we are going to 
applaud you, not penalize you, for 
doing that. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to say 
that this crisis needs to be dealt with. 
It is time to lead. What we are looking 
for is input from across the country on 
ideas on how we can reform the dis-
ability trust fund, protect our Social 
Security retirees to the extent that we 
possibly can, and make sure that we 
have a disability trust fund that is de-
signed and performing in the 21st cen-
tury, a trust fund that says to the dis-
abled community, we are with you, we 
are going to stand next to you, and we 
are going to give you the resources you 
need in order to live a great and fruit-
ful life. At the same time we are going 
to look at our Social Security retirees 
and say to them, ‘‘We are going to pro-
tect you.’’ 

If we can’t fix this crisis coming upon 
us in 2016, Mr. Speaker, then how in 

God’s name can we fix the crises of 
Medicare and Social Security that are 
coming upon us in 2033 and there-
abouts? There are millions of Ameri-
cans that deserve a better answer than 
kicking the can down the road. Mr. 
Speaker, it is time to lead, and I rise 
today to ask all my colleagues to join 
me in that leadership role. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 37 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Gregory Goethals, S.J., 
Loyola High School, Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God, we come today to this 
holy Chamber of democracy conscious 
of our great gifts and conscious of the 
great people for whom we use these 
gifts in service. 

Come to us. Remain with us. En-
lighten our hearts. Give us courage and 
strength to know Your will, to make it 
our own, and to live it in our own lives. 

Enable us to uphold the rights of oth-
ers, and never let us be misled by igno-
rance or corrupted by fear and favor. 
Unite us in the bond of Your uncondi-
tional love, and keep us faithful to all 
that is true. 

May we always temper justice with 
Your love so that our decisions are 
pleasing to You and earn for us the re-
ward promised to all of Your good and 
faithful servants. 

And we ask this in the name of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

WELCOMING REVEREND GREGORY 
GOETHALS 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
BECERRA) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
(Mr. BECERRA asked and was given 

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to welcome Father Gregory Goe-
thals, a member of the Society of Jesus 
and the president of Loyola High 
School in Los Angeles, to the United 
States House of Representatives. We 
thank him for delivering today’s open-
ing prayer. 

Father Goethals is one of Los Ange-
les’ finest public servants. He has dedi-
cated his life to educating our coun-
try’s next generation of leaders. Loyola 
High School, an all-boys school in the 
Pico Union area of Los Angeles, ranks 
as one of the finest institutions of sec-
ondary education in America. 

At Loyola, under Father Goethals, 
young men are motivated to become 
‘‘educated’’ in the full sense of the 
word. Not only do students at Loyola 
go on to complete college at the finest 
universities in America, but they grad-
uate Loyola having donated more than 
1.5 million hours of community service 
to inner city schools and neighbor-
hoods over the past 25 years. 

This year, Loyola High School will 
celebrate its 150th anniversary, making 
it the oldest continually operated edu-
cational institution in southern Cali-
fornia. Under the visionary steward-
ship of Father Goethals, Loyola is 
poised to graduate yet another era of 
American heroes and leaders. 

For that, Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me to applaud Father 
Gregory Goethals for his dedication to 
his faith and to our leaders of tomor-
row. We will remember his words of 
prayer this morning. 

f 

RESIGNATIONS AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
AND COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DUNCAN of Tennessee) laid before the 
House the following resignations as a 
member of the Committee on Agri-
culture and Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 18, 2015. 
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House, The Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: With my appoint-
ment to the House Financial Services Com-
mittee, I hereby resign from the House Agri-
culture Committee and House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee. It has been an honor to 
serve on both. 

If there are any questions, please feel free 
to contact me. Thank you for your attention 
to this matter. 

Sincerely, 
TOM EMMER, 

Member of Congress. 
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