May 19, 2015

Less than 2 years ago, a Metro-North
Railroad engineer fell asleep as the
train he was operating sped up to 82
miles an hour through a tight curve.
The restriction for that section was
only 30 miles an hour. As a result of
the derailment, 4 people died, and 61
were injured. With tragic predict-
ability, the NTSB investigation deter-
mined that positive train control could
have prevented that tragedy as well.

How many more times does the
NTSB need to repeat its recommenda-
tion before PTC is implemented?

There is no reason why this Congress
should continue to ignore its responsi-
bility to help passenger railroads im-
plement the lifesaving technology as
soon as possible.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this amendment to provide
the necessary funding to help pas-
senger railroads implement PTC across
the United States.

Let me be clear: this funding won’t
prevent every single accident. The fact
that PTC will not prevent every acci-
dent should not—cannot—be an excuse
for this Congress’ failure to act.

Failure to act today on imple-
menting positive train control is
wrong. It is unworthy of a great coun-
try. A great country does not respond
to crises with duct tape; a great coun-
try leads with action.

I ask all House Members to join me
to vote for this amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I wish
to withdraw my reservation of a point
of order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
ervation of a point of order is with-
drawn.

Mr. SHUSTER. I rise in opposition to
the motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I oppose
this motion. We certainly know of the
tragedy that happened in Philadelphia,
in my home State, but this really is
not the place to address this.

We need to pass a clean extension.
We have got to pass it and get it to the
Senate, so we make sure that these
vital programs Kkeep people working,
we Kkeep projects moving forward, and
that they don’t shut down.

Again, this is a clean extension. We
want it to be a clean extension because
we know that time is of the essence to
get this over to the Senate, as I said,
and pass it. You are talking about 4,000
people in the government that will be
furloughed and thousands of workers
across America. Projects will stop, and
they won’t be working.

Again, we have an immediate need to
extend the highway transit and safety
programs. I am confident and remain
committed to working with Chairman
RYAN; but this is not the time to slow
this down. This the time to get it done
so that we can get it to the Senate as
quickly as possible.

Again, I am opposed to this motion. I
urge a ‘‘no”’ vote on the motion and
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continue to ask my colleagues to sup-
port the underlying bill that gets the
job done and gets us past this critical
time.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to recommit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the
order of the House of today, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

———

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
THE STABILIZATION OF IRAQ—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 114-40)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the
stabilization of Iraq that was declared
in Executive Order 13303 of May 22,
2003, is to continue in effect beyond
May 22, 2015.

Obstacles to the orderly reconstruc-
tion of Iraq, the restoration and main-
tenance of peace and security in the
country, and the development of polit-
ical, administrative, and economic in-
stitutions in Iraq continue to pose an
unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. Accordingly, I
have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency with
respect to the stabilization of Iraq.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 19, 2015.
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LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
to revise and extend their remarks and
to include extraneous material on con-
sideration of H.R. 2250, and that I may
include tabular material on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 271 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2250.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. CARTER) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.

O 1516
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2250)
making appropriations for the Legisla-
tive Branch for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2016, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. CARTER of Georgia in
the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
GRAVES) and the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ)
each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

When 1 joined the Appropriations
Committee a little over 4 years ago, I
said that I wanted this committee to
be known as a place where taxpayer
money was saved and not spent. In re-
cent years, there has been a major
change in the perception of this com-
mittee.

Thanks in large part to the leader-
ship of Chairman ROGERS and the mem-
bers of the committee, the process is
open, and it is transparent, and this
committee has made a priority of en-
suring every taxpayer dollar is spent
wisely.

In keeping with that trend, the bill
that we are here to debate today holds
the line on spending. It is a bill that
honors and respects the taxpayer while
preserving the beauty of the Capitol
campus, providing essential security
for visitors and staff, and ensuring that
we are able to provide the services that
our constituents expect and deserve.

This bill is a total of $3.3 billion for
the legislative branch, excluding all
Senate items. The bill continues the
freeze on funding for the House of Rep-
resentatives, including leadership,
committees, and Member office budg-
ets. It also continues the Member pay
freeze that was put in place in 2010.
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