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citizens. It has to go only to the can-
didate, to the campaign controlled by
the candidate. That is a very strong re-
quirement. It is probably the strongest
requirement out there right now, but I
think it is important.

By the way, the first requirement ap-
plies to elections for individual can-
didates at all levels of government,
from the President on down to the Con-
gress, the Senate, State governments,
city governments, and so on.

The second measure is similar to the
first. This requirement, money to sup-
port or oppose a State ballot initiative
to change a State constitution or for
other purposes can only come from in-
dividuals who are able to vote for the
measure or from a system of public
election financing. I think that is im-
portant because you have ballot initia-
tives in my home State of California,
for example, and you see millions of
dollars coming in from out of State.
Why would somebody from out of State
have an opportunity to influence a
State ballot initiative in California? I
think it is wrong, and I think that this
would take care of that problem.

The third requirement is that Con-
gress, the States, and the local juris-
dictions must establish limits that an
individual can contribute to any one
election campaign, including limits on
the amount a candidate may con-
tribute to his or her own campaign.
Now, for that particular requirement,
we already have that in the U.S. House
and U.S. Senate. The limit at this
point in time is $2,700 per election. So
every time your voters can go to the
booth for you, people can contribute,
individuals can contribute $2,700, so the
primary election and the general elec-
tion. In the House of Representatives
elections are every 2 years, so you can
collect an amount of $5,400 over the
election cycle for your campaign.

Now, if you collect $5,400 before the
primary and you lose the primary, then
you are going to have to give back the
money that was donated for the gen-
eral election. So that would be you
would have to give $2,700 back to the
donors that gave that to you.

Also, it is important that it requires
governments to limit the amount a
candidate can spend on their own cam-
paign. Some of our candidates are ex-
tremely wealthy. They have millions
or hundreds of millions or more. They
can buy their seat in Congress easily,
and this would limit that. I think,
again, this is very, very important.

The last is probably one of the more
controversial of the four, but it says
that the total of contributions to a
candidate’s campaign from individuals
who are not able to vote for the can-
didate cannot be greater than the total
of contributions from individuals who
can vote for the candidate. Now, geo-
graphically what that would mean is
that money coming from outside of
your congressional district, or from
your State if you are a Senator, can’t
exceed money that comes from inside
your district if you are a congressional
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candidate or State if you are a Sen-
ator. It wouldn’t affect the Presi-
dential race as much because every-
body in the United States is in the
President’s district, but it would also
affect local districts as well. With that,
that wraps up the discussion of my pro-
posed constitutional amendment.

I want to talk a little bit about JOHN
SARBANES’ bill, and I think it is a fine
bill. It is not a constitutional amend-
ment. What it does is it gives you a tax
credit for money that you can con-
tribute to a campaign. So if you can
contribute $50 to a campaign, then you
get a tax credit of $50, which means
money back on your income tax re-
turn; the same amount that you con-
tribute, you get back. But also it
matches that contribution by 6 to 1. So
you will end up giving the candidate
quite a bit more than you are actually
contributing. It is a good measure. It is
a good proposal. It would sort of even
out the effect of PACs. I find myself
supporting that.

Again, my colleague, TED DEUTCH,
has a couple of constitutional amend-
ments in the 114th Congress. One of
them is called Democracies for All,
H.J. Res. 119, and also H.J. Res. 22 that
creates funding limits and creates a
distinction between individuals and
corporations, but what it really does is
allows Congress to limit, to enact laws
that will be enforceable and not over-
turned by the Supreme Court.

We have VAN HOLLEN in the 114th
Congress, H.R. 430, and what this does
is it requires disclosure so that when
campaign contributions are made, we
can determine who made those con-
tributions—very important. I think it
would make a big difference.

Then we have a number of proposals
to create public financing. My col-
league from Kentucky, JOHN YARMUTH,
had one in the 113th Congress, Fair
Elections Now Act. In the 114th Con-
gress, which is this Congress, DAVID
PRICE has H.R. 424, which establishes a
system of public financing.

These are all good. I think I would be
supportive of any of these kinds of ap-
proaches. I think the American public
needs to be protected. I think our cher-
ished Democratic and Republican insti-
tutions are a threat here, whether it is
because candidates are bombarded by
negative ads, whether it is because can-
didates are influenced by big donors,
whether it is because more and more
money is coming in to these elections
every single cycle. There is a lot of rea-
sons why we need to look at campaign
financing and select one of these ap-
proaches and go with it and change the
system that we have to a system that
really does respond to the American
public.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CHAFFETZ (at the request of Mr.
McCARTHY) for today and the balance
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of the week on account of an unsched-
uled medical procedure.

Mr. DONOVAN (at the request of Mr.
MCcCARTHY) for today and the balance
of the week on account of the birth of
his first child.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2252. An act to clarify the effective
date of certain provisions of the Border Pa-
trol Agent Pay Reform Act of 2014, and for
other purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 9 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Wednesday,
May 20, 2015, at 10 a.m. for morning-
hour debate.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1517. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
statement, pursuant to Sec. 2(b)(3) of the Ex-
port-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended,
on a transaction involving Gunes Ekspres
Havacilik A.S. of Antalya, Turkey; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

1518. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Communications and Information, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting the
second quarterly report from the National
Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration regarding the Internet Assigned
Numbers Authority transition, pursuant to
the Comnsolidated and Further Continuing
Appropriations Act, 2015, Pub. L. 113-235; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

1519. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator, Office of Diversion Control,
Drug Enforcement Administration, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final order — Schedules of Controlled
Substances: Extension of Temporary Place-
ment of UR-144, XLR11, and AKB48 in Sched-
ule I of the Controlled Substances Act
[Docket No.: DEA-414] received May 18, 2015,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

1520. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting notice of Proposed
Issuance of Letter of Offer and Acceptance to
Israel, pursuant to Sec. 36(b)(1) of the Arms
Export Control Act, Pub. L. 94-329, as amend-
ed, Transmittal No.: 15-36; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

1521. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser, Office of Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting a list of international
agreements other than treaties entered into
by the United States, to be transmitted to
Congress within sixty days in accordance
with the Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

1522. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting pursuant
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to Sec. 401(c) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and Sec. 204(c) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), the six-month periodic
report on the national emergency with re-
spect to Belarus that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 13405 of June 16, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

1523. A letter from the Assistant Attorney
General, Office of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of Justice, transmitting two re-
ports pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Re-
form Act of 1998, Pub. L. 105-277; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

1524. A letter from the Director, Office of
Human Resources, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, transmitting seventeen reports
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform
Act of 1998, Pub. L. 105-277; to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

1525. A letter from the Chairman, National
Endowment for the Arts, transmitting the
Chairman’s Semiannual Report on Final Ac-
tion Resulting from Audit Reports, Inspec-
tion Reports, and Evaluation Reports for the
period of October 1, 2014 through March 31,
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 5; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

15626. A letter from the Assistant Attorney
General, Office of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of Justice, transmitting a report
providing a FY 2016 Estimate for the Free
Clinic Program, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 233(0);
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

1527. A letter from the Assistant Attorney

General, Office of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of Justice, transmitting the ‘2014
Biennial Report to Congress on the Effec-
tiveness of Grant Programs Under the Vio-
lence Against Women Act’’, as required by
Sec. 1003(b) of the Violence Against Women
Act of 2000; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
1528. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Depreciation of Precious Metals (Rev. Rul.
2015-11) received May 18, 2015, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

—————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. SMITH of Texas: Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology. H.R. 1119. A
bill to improve the efficiency of Federal re-
search and development, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. 114-121). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Texas: Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology. H.R. 874. A
bill to amend the Department of Energy
High-End Computing Revitalization Act of
2004 to improve the high-end computing re-
search and development program of the De-
partment of Energy, and for other purposes
(Rept. 114-122). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Texas: Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology. H.R. 1156. A
bill to authorize the establishment of a body
under the National Science and Technology
Council to identify and coordinate inter-
national science and technology cooperation
opportunities (Rept. 114-123). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Texas: Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology. H.R. 1158. A
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bill to improve management of the National
Laboratories, enhance technology commer-
cialization, facilitate public-private partner-
ships, and for other purposes; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 114-124). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Texas: Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology. H.R. 1162. A
bill to make technical changes to provisions
authorizing prize competitions under the
Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation
Act of 1980; with an amendment (Rept. 114-
125). Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Texas: Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology. H.R. 1561. A
bill to improve the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration’s weather re-
search through a focused program of invest-
ment on affordable and attainable advances
in observational, computing, and modeling
capabilities to support substantial improve-
ment in weather forecasting and prediction
of high impact weather events, to expand
commercial opportunities for the provision
of weather data, and for other purposes; with
an amendment (Rept. 114-126). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Mr. STIVERS: Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 273. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 2262) to facilitate
a pro-growth environment for the developing
commercial space industry by encouraging
private sector investment and creating more
stable and predictable regulatory conditions,
and for other purposes; providing for consid-
eration of the bill (H.R. 880) to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to simplify and
make permanent the research credit; pro-
viding for consideration of motions to sus-
pend the rules; and providing for proceedings
during the period from May 22, 2015, through
May 29, 2015 (Rept. 114-127). Referred to the
House Calendar.

Mr. BYRNE: Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 274. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 1335) to amend the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act to provide flexibility for
fishery managers and stability for fishermen,
and for other purposes (Rept. 114-128). Re-
ferred to the House Calendar.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. UPTON (for himself, Ms.
DEGETTE, Mr. PITTS, Mr. PALLONE,
and Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas):

H.R. 6. A Dbill to accelerate the discovery,
development, and delivery of 2lst century
cures, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Ways and Means,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. COLLINS of Georgia (for him-
self, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. SMITH of Mis-
souri, Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. COLLINS of
New York, and Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ
of California):

H.R. 2405. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the special ex-
pensing rules for certain film and television
productions and to provide for special ex-
pensing for live theatrical productions; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. WITTMAN (for himself, Mr.
WALZ, Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina,
and Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas):
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H.R. 2406. A bill to protect and enhance op-
portunities for recreational hunting, fishing,
and shooting, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Natural Resources, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Agriculture,
Energy and Commerce, Transportation and
Infrastructure, and the Judiciary, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
(for himself and Mr. COURTNEY):

H.R. 2407. A bill to reverse declining milk
consumption in schools; to the Committee
on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois
(for himself, Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. LEE,
and Mr. CUMMINGS):

H.R. 2408. A bill to establish in the Admin-
istration for Children and Families of the
Department of Health and Human Services
the Federal Interagency Working Group on
Reducing Child Poverty to develop a na-
tional strategy to eliminate child poverty in
the United States, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

By Mr. SWALWELL of California (for
himself, Mr. CoLLINS of New York,
and Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York):

H.R. 2409. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow small businesses
to defer the payment of certain employment
taxes; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. DEFAZIO (for himself, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mr. NADLER, Ms. BROWN of Flor-
ida, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. LARSEN of
Washington, Mr. CAPUANO, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, Mr. COHEN, Mr. SIRES,
Ms. EDWARDS, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr.
CARSON of Indiana, Mr. NOLAN, Mrs.
KIRKPATRICK, Ms. TITUS, Ms. ESTY,
Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, and Ms.
BROWNLEY of California) (all by re-
quest):

H.R. 2410. A bill to authorize highway in-
frastructure and safety, transit, motor car-
rier, rail, and other surface transportation
programs, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, and in addition to the Committees
on Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means,
Science, Space, and Technology, Natural Re-
sources, Oversight and Government Reform,
the Budget, and Rules, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. HANNA (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT of Virginia):

H.R. 2411. A bill to support early learning;
to the Committee on Education and the
Workforce.

By Mr. THOMPSON of California (for
himself, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr.
CARDENAS, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr.
NEAL, Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New
Mexico, Mr. PETERS, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. TONKO, Mr. KEATING, Mr.
WELCH, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. TED LIEU of
California, Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of
California, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr.
HUFFMAN, Mr. RUIZ, Mr. ELLISON, Mr.
BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania,
Ms. KUSTER, Mr. COHEN, and Mr.
MCDERMOTT):

H.R. 2412. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the credit for res-
idential energy efficient property and the en-
ergy credit; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mrs. WALORSKI (for herself, Mr.
VISCLOSKY, Mr. STUTZMAN, Mr.
ROKITA, Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana, Mr.
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