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community. The Society has immeasurably
enriched the lives of many in the Western
New York area through its song and commit-
ment to the arts.

Founded 50 years ago in 1966 by Robert F.
Schulz, the Society has expanded to include a
diverse group of over 100 singers drawn from
within the Buffalo community. Led by con-
ductor Marcia A. Giambrone who enters her
27th season with the choir, the Buffalo Choral
Arts Society sings a full schedule of concerts
throughout the year breathing life into music
as diverse as Bach, pop and Broadway for the
enjoyment of its audience.

As ambassadors of Buffalo and Western
New York as well as the United States of
America as a whole, the Buffalo Choral Arts
Society has travelled widely throughout both
the nation and the world. Domestically they
have performed in such esteemed venues as
Carnegie Hall, the National Cathedral and the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts as well as in local Buffalo treasures such
as the Historic Riviera Theatre.

Whilst abroad, the Society has had the
honor of performing as part of the 50th Anni-
versary of the D-Day Invasion at the Amer-
ican Cemetery and Memorial in Normandy, as
well as having toured throughout Europe and
Canada, participating in important cultural ex-
change while showcasing the American choral
tradition to a wide international audience.

Voted “Best Vocal Ensemble” in each of the
last four years in the Artvoice Best of Buffalo
contest, the Buffalo Choral Arts Society con-
tinues to strive for excellence and to bring its
sound to a wider audience. It will travel to
New York City in early July to perform a series
of concerts over the Independence Day week-
end there.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor and recognize the Buf-
falo Choral Arts Society. | ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating the Buffalo
Choral Arts Society on an accomplished his-
tory of choral music, and to commend it for
the exemplary work it has done to enrich the
communities of Western New York.

HONORING MR. WILLIAM HYBL
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Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor one of the most distinguished citizens in
the history of Colorado Springs, Mr. William
Hybl.

Bill has not only served Colorado Springs
with his successful business and non-profit ca-
reers, he has served our nation and globally
represented us as well. From his service in
the United States Air Force, to his term as the
President of the United States Olympic Com-
mittee, to his time representing us in the
United Nations, and, particularly, to his distin-
guished tenure as the Chairman of the U.S.
Commission on Public Diplomacy, Bill exem-
plifies the notion of selfless service for the bet-
terment of our nation.

That's why | am delighted that Bill is being
honored by the Japanese Government with
the Imperial Decoration of the Order of the
Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon. This
distinguished award is one of the highest hon-
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ors that can be bestowed by the Japanese
government and Bill has earned this distinction
by cultivating a deep and meaningful bond
with the Japanese people.

During his time as USOC President, Bill led
Team USA in the 1998 Winter Olympics in
Nagano, Japan. He also nurtures many diplo-
matic and cultural exchanges between Japan
and Colorado. Among the greatest of these is
the thriving Sister City relationship between
Colorado Springs and Fujiyoshida.

For these reasons, among many others, |
am honored to recognize Bill Hybl and join my
fellow citizens in Colorado’s Fifth Congres-
sional District in congratulating him on this tre-
mendous honor.

———

CONGRATULATING SARA RHINE OF
THE ELDON HIGH SCHOOL LADY
MUSTANGS

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Sara Rhine of the Eldon High
School Lady Mustangs for her first place win
in the 2015 Class 3 State High Jump Cham-
pionship, giving her a total of ten state med-
als.

Sara won her fourth consecutive first place
high jump title and finished third in the 100-
meter hurdles and long jump. Sara and her
coach should be commended for all of their
hard work throughout this past year and for
bringing home the state championship to their
school and community.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Sara
Rhine of the Eldon High Lady Mustangs for a
job well done.

————

THE COMMENCEMENT OF DIRECT
FLIGHTS BETWEEN HOUSTON’S
GEORGE BUSH INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT AND TAIWAN’S
TAOYUAN INTERNATIONAL AIR-
PORT

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate a significant milestone
achievement, the commencement of direct
flights between Houston’s George Bush Inter-
national Airport (IAH) and Taiwan’s Taoyuan
International Airport.

The arrival of EVA Airways Flight #52,
which is scheduled to arrive at George Bush
International Airport from Taipei on June 19,
2015, at 4:30 p.m., will mark the first direct
flight from Taipei.

Houston and Taipei are sister cities, having
begun a friendship in 1961 that has for more
than 50 years provided mutual benefits in the
areas of business, culture and education, as
has brought significant direct foreign invest-
ment to Houston and Texas.

Taiwan is the United States’ 10th largest
trading partner and the United States is Tai-
wan’s largest foreign investor.
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Our people-to-people exchanges are flour-
ishing, with over 20,000 Taiwanese students
studying in the United States each year.

In 2012, the first year that Taiwan was eligi-
ble to participate in the Visa Waiver Program,
travel from Taiwan to the United States in-
creased 35 percent.

EVA Airway’s direct flight between Houston
and Taipei will facilitate continuous prosperity
and cooperation between the U.S. and Tai-
wan.

As the airline also connects major cities in
East and Southeast Asia, the direct flight serv-
ice is expected to facilitate more business,
tourism and leisure travel between not only
Houston and Taipei but Houston and the en-
tire region as well.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize and
congratulate Houston’s George Bush Inter-
national Airport and EVA Airways on their
bold, exciting, and mutually beneficial new
venture of direct air travel between Houston
and Taipei.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROD BLUM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 365
severe weather unavoidably detained my flight
in Chicago, lllinois and | was unable to make
the vote series.

Had | been present, | would have voted

yes”.

0,
———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE JEWISH
FAMILY SERVICE OF NORTH-
EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA’S
100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Jewish Family Service of
Northeastern Pennsylvania, which is cele-
brating 100 years of service to both the Jew-
ish and broader community. Jewish Family
Service is a human service organization which
reflects the Jewish tradition of caring and com-
passion for all people in need. Through pro-
fessional counseling, advocacy, and edu-
cational programming, their services enhance
and strengthen the quality of individual, family,
and community life in Northeast Pennsylvania.

Established in August of 1915 as the Jewish
Federation of Scranton, the organization
sought to coordinate relief activities of all serv-
ice organizations in the Jewish community.
These efforts included philanthropic and chari-
table family services, fundraising, and coordi-
nation of medical and dental clinics.

Today, the Jewish Family Service provides
a host of services to Northeast Pennsylvania,
including mental health counseling, Holocaust
survivors  assistance, Kosher Meals on
Wheels, older adult services, and the Mae S.
Gelb Kosher Food Pantry. Additionally, the
Jewish Family Service administers the Non-
Sectarian DentalCare Center, an ongoing col-
laborative effort between JFS, the Scranton
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