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community. The Society has immeasurably
enriched the lives of many in the Western
New York area through its song and commit-
ment to the arts.

Founded 50 years ago in 1966 by Robert F.
Schulz, the Society has expanded to include a
diverse group of over 100 singers drawn from
within the Buffalo community. Led by con-
ductor Marcia A. Giambrone who enters her
27th season with the choir, the Buffalo Choral
Arts Society sings a full schedule of concerts
throughout the year breathing life into music
as diverse as Bach, pop and Broadway for the
enjoyment of its audience.

As ambassadors of Buffalo and Western
New York as well as the United States of
America as a whole, the Buffalo Choral Arts
Society has travelled widely throughout both
the nation and the world. Domestically they
have performed in such esteemed venues as
Carnegie Hall, the National Cathedral and the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts as well as in local Buffalo treasures such
as the Historic Riviera Theatre.

Whilst abroad, the Society has had the
honor of performing as part of the 50th Anni-
versary of the D-Day Invasion at the Amer-
ican Cemetery and Memorial in Normandy, as
well as having toured throughout Europe and
Canada, participating in important cultural ex-
change while showcasing the American choral
tradition to a wide international audience.

Voted “Best Vocal Ensemble” in each of the
last four years in the Artvoice Best of Buffalo
contest, the Buffalo Choral Arts Society con-
tinues to strive for excellence and to bring its
sound to a wider audience. It will travel to
New York City in early July to perform a series
of concerts over the Independence Day week-
end there.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor and recognize the Buf-
falo Choral Arts Society. | ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating the Buffalo
Choral Arts Society on an accomplished his-
tory of choral music, and to commend it for
the exemplary work it has done to enrich the
communities of Western New York.

HONORING MR. WILLIAM HYBL
HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor one of the most distinguished citizens in
the history of Colorado Springs, Mr. William
Hybl.

Bill has not only served Colorado Springs
with his successful business and non-profit ca-
reers, he has served our nation and globally
represented us as well. From his service in
the United States Air Force, to his term as the
President of the United States Olympic Com-
mittee, to his time representing us in the
United Nations, and, particularly, to his distin-
guished tenure as the Chairman of the U.S.
Commission on Public Diplomacy, Bill exem-
plifies the notion of selfless service for the bet-
terment of our nation.

That's why | am delighted that Bill is being
honored by the Japanese Government with
the Imperial Decoration of the Order of the
Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon. This
distinguished award is one of the highest hon-
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ors that can be bestowed by the Japanese
government and Bill has earned this distinction
by cultivating a deep and meaningful bond
with the Japanese people.

During his time as USOC President, Bill led
Team USA in the 1998 Winter Olympics in
Nagano, Japan. He also nurtures many diplo-
matic and cultural exchanges between Japan
and Colorado. Among the greatest of these is
the thriving Sister City relationship between
Colorado Springs and Fujiyoshida.

For these reasons, among many others, |
am honored to recognize Bill Hybl and join my
fellow citizens in Colorado’s Fifth Congres-
sional District in congratulating him on this tre-
mendous honor.

———

CONGRATULATING SARA RHINE OF
THE ELDON HIGH SCHOOL LADY
MUSTANGS

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Sara Rhine of the Eldon High
School Lady Mustangs for her first place win
in the 2015 Class 3 State High Jump Cham-
pionship, giving her a total of ten state med-
als.

Sara won her fourth consecutive first place
high jump title and finished third in the 100-
meter hurdles and long jump. Sara and her
coach should be commended for all of their
hard work throughout this past year and for
bringing home the state championship to their
school and community.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Sara
Rhine of the Eldon High Lady Mustangs for a
job well done.

————

THE COMMENCEMENT OF DIRECT
FLIGHTS BETWEEN HOUSTON’S
GEORGE BUSH INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT AND TAIWAN’S
TAOYUAN INTERNATIONAL AIR-
PORT

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate a significant milestone
achievement, the commencement of direct
flights between Houston’s George Bush Inter-
national Airport (IAH) and Taiwan’s Taoyuan
International Airport.

The arrival of EVA Airways Flight #52,
which is scheduled to arrive at George Bush
International Airport from Taipei on June 19,
2015, at 4:30 p.m., will mark the first direct
flight from Taipei.

Houston and Taipei are sister cities, having
begun a friendship in 1961 that has for more
than 50 years provided mutual benefits in the
areas of business, culture and education, as
has brought significant direct foreign invest-
ment to Houston and Texas.

Taiwan is the United States’ 10th largest
trading partner and the United States is Tai-
wan’s largest foreign investor.
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Our people-to-people exchanges are flour-
ishing, with over 20,000 Taiwanese students
studying in the United States each year.

In 2012, the first year that Taiwan was eligi-
ble to participate in the Visa Waiver Program,
travel from Taiwan to the United States in-
creased 35 percent.

EVA Airway’s direct flight between Houston
and Taipei will facilitate continuous prosperity
and cooperation between the U.S. and Tai-
wan.

As the airline also connects major cities in
East and Southeast Asia, the direct flight serv-
ice is expected to facilitate more business,
tourism and leisure travel between not only
Houston and Taipei but Houston and the en-
tire region as well.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize and
congratulate Houston’s George Bush Inter-
national Airport and EVA Airways on their
bold, exciting, and mutually beneficial new
venture of direct air travel between Houston
and Taipei.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROD BLUM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 365
severe weather unavoidably detained my flight
in Chicago, lllinois and | was unable to make
the vote series.

Had | been present, | would have voted

yes”.

0,
———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE JEWISH
FAMILY SERVICE OF NORTH-
EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA’S
100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Jewish Family Service of
Northeastern Pennsylvania, which is cele-
brating 100 years of service to both the Jew-
ish and broader community. Jewish Family
Service is a human service organization which
reflects the Jewish tradition of caring and com-
passion for all people in need. Through pro-
fessional counseling, advocacy, and edu-
cational programming, their services enhance
and strengthen the quality of individual, family,
and community life in Northeast Pennsylvania.

Established in August of 1915 as the Jewish
Federation of Scranton, the organization
sought to coordinate relief activities of all serv-
ice organizations in the Jewish community.
These efforts included philanthropic and chari-
table family services, fundraising, and coordi-
nation of medical and dental clinics.

Today, the Jewish Family Service provides
a host of services to Northeast Pennsylvania,
including mental health counseling, Holocaust
survivors  assistance, Kosher Meals on
Wheels, older adult services, and the Mae S.
Gelb Kosher Food Pantry. Additionally, the
Jewish Family Service administers the Non-
Sectarian DentalCare Center, an ongoing col-
laborative effort between JFS, the Scranton
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District Dental Society, and Fortis Institute
Dental Hygiene Program to provide free dental
care for eligible Lackawanna County residents.

It is a privilege to honor such a service-ori-
ented institution. | hope that Jewish Family
Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania will con-
tinue their good work as long as it is needed.

—————

CONGRATULATING THE D.C. CHAP-
TER OF THE BLACK DATA PROC-
ESSING ASSOCIATES (BDPA) ON
ITS 37TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in congratulating the District of Columbia
chapter of the Black Data Processing Associ-
ates (BDPA) on its 37th anniversary of service
to the residents of the District of Columbia and
the national capital region.

Founded in May 1978 by Norman Mays, the
D.C. chapter is the second chapter of BDPA
formed, preceded only by the Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania chapter, 1977. In 1979, BDPA
was restructured as a national organization,
and has 45 active chapters across the United
States.

As the oldest and largest African American
information technology (IT) organization, com-
prised of over 2,000 African-American IT pro-
fessionals, as well as science, technology, en-
gineering and math (STEM) college students,
BDPA'’s vision is to be a powerful advocate for
their interests within the global technology in-
dustry. Its mission is to be a global, member-
focused technology organization that delivers
programs and services for the professional
well-being of its members.

BDPA continues to promote professional
growth and technical development for young
people and those entering into information and
communication technology (ICT) in academia
and corporate America. We also appreciate
BDPA and its 45 chapters for continuing to
provide ICT opportunities for STEM students
and professionals.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in celebrating the 37th anni-
versary of the D.C. chapter of the Black Data
Processing Associates, in congratulating
BDPA for its outstanding accomplishments
and commitment to the residents of the District
of Columbia and around the country, and in
welcoming those attending the BDPA Annual
National Technology Conference and Career
Fair, titled “Evolution of IT—Embracing the
Digital Future,” on August 18-22, 2015, at the
Washington Hilton Hotel.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.
365, my flight was delayed due to weather.
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Had | been present, | would have voted
aye.”

@

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS:
THE MISSING BLACK MALE

SPEECH OF

HON. ROBIN L. KELLY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 15, 2015

Ms. KELLY of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | thank
my colleague for yielding as we continue our
conversation about the challenges facing black
males today.

As Chairwoman of the CBC Health
Braintrust, | want to discuss the health chal-
lenges and health outcomes for black men.

There are a wide range of dangers and
health threats that disproportionately affect
black men. Some of these, we’ve known about
for decades, and can be mitigated with the
right treatments. While others are emerging
issues that require more research, more de-
bate, and more innovation. The end result is
that black men have the lowest life expect-
ancy, highest death rate, and have some of
the worst health outcomes across demo-
graphics.

Black men suffer disproportionately from
chronic illnesses, such as cancer and heart
disease. In fact, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and prevention, heart disease
and cancer are the two leading causes of
death for African American men.

Heart disease is the number one killer for all
American men. But today, African American
men remain disproportionately at risk for heart
disease. 42.6 percent of black men suffer from
high blood pressure, compared to 33.4 per-
cent of white men. And nearly 44 percent of
African American men suffer from some form
of cardiovascular disease that can lead to
strokes and heart attacks.

As for cancer, black men are more than
twice as likely to die from prostate cancer as
white men and have a higher incidence and
death rate from colorectal cancer.

A study published this April in the Journal of
the American Medical Association found that
African Americans were 58 percent more likely
than white people to develop prostate cancer.
The same study also found that obese black
men had a 103 percent increased prostate
cancer risk compared to obese white men.

Obesity has also been connected with heart
disease and other chronic illnesses. And today
almost 40 percent of African American men
are obese, 69 percent are obese or over-
weight.

These are serious issues that pose serious
health dangers to black men. We may not
know exactly why black men are so much
more at risk for these ailments. But we DO
know what we can do to reduce the health
risks and take action to prevent disease.

That's why as we celebrate National Men’s
Health Week this week, | want to encourage
all men to take action—exercise, eat right, and
get a check up. As Chairwoman of the CBC
Health Braintrust, I'll be pushing the conversa-
tion forward and working to pass legislation to
fund more research and promote health edu-
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cation so that all Americans can continue liv-
ing healthy lives.

Mr. Speaker, | want to take a moment to
discuss two issues that are plaguing the next
generation of black Americans. These being
issues related to violence—gun violence and
suicide.

Starting with gun violence. In underserved
communities around America, children are
growing up in fear. Kids are playing tag in-
doors, instead of out on their front lawn. Moth-
ers worry about their child walking home from
school.

Gun violence in America disproportionately
affects African Americans and more specifi-
cally African American males. Today, 50 per-
cent of all deaths for black males aged 15-24
are homicides, usually involving a gun. And
this year, we are on track for gun violence to
become the leading cause of death for young
black males.

In the first six months of this year, the Red-
eye Chicago, a local publication, tracked 157
gun related homicides in the city. Nearly 130
of them involved black males. This isn’t an
isolated problem. An analysis of the FBI's na-
tional database of supplementary homicide re-
ports revealed that across the country 17,422
black males ages 13 to 30 have been killed by
firearms since 2008.

It's time we change this. Through common-
sense legislation, we can ensure that fear of
gun violence is no longer the status quo in our
communities. That's one of the reasons | re-
leased the Kelly Report on Gun Violence last
summer. This was the first comprehensive
Congressional report on the gun violence
problem in America, and included effective
policy strategies to reduce gun violence in
America. | ask that my colleagues consider
some of the ideas in that report online.

And continuing to speak of violence, | want
to bring attention to the alarming increase in
suicide among young black boys.

In 1982, the New York Times wrote an arti-
cle entitled, “Why Are Blacks Less Suicide
Prone than Whites?” | stand here now asking
“Why are black boys becoming more suicide
prone?”

According to a recently published study in
the Journal of the American Medical Associa-
tion, while the overall suicide rate has re-
mained stagnant over the past 20 years, trag-
ically the suicide rate among black boys as
young as ten years old has nearly doubled. Al-
most 20 percent of these suicides are attrib-
uted to gun-related wounds.

This shocking and tragic issue is receiving
very little attention in our national media and
it's being overlooked in our national discussion
on mental health. Just last month, our col-
league, Congressman EMANUEL CLEAVER
wrote President Barack Obama calling for a
task force to examine this issue. In his letter,
Congressman CLEAVER noted that this was the
first time that any national survey found a
higher suicide rate for blacks than for individ-
uals of other ethnicities.

Whether you’re black, white, Latino, or a
veteran, Congress can do more to take nec-
essary health care measures to address sui-
cides. This Congress must work to end the
horrific epidemic that is preventing young
black boys from growing up and reaching their
full potential.
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