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COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LABELING
AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 10, 2015

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in op-
position to H.R. 2393, the Country of Origin
Labeling Amendments Act of 2015. This bill
represents a hasty response to a recent WTO
ruling on Country of Origin Labeling (COOL)
and fails to take into account the wide-ranging
views of multiple stakeholders, including con-
sumer, labor, farm, environmental and faith-
based groups.

The WTO Appellate Body ruled against
United States COOL regulations only a few
weeks ago and two days after, H.R. 2393 was
pushed through the House Agriculture Com-
mittee. While the WTO ruled that COOL dis-
criminated against imported livestock, it also
determined that COOL is a “legitimate objec-
tive” to provide consumers information on food
origin. COOL has been successfully imple-
mented for various nuts, fruits, vegetables,
seafood and other food products. Congress
must support this progress and take its time to
develop a COOL policy that is WTO compliant
and reflects the views of consumers and other
stakeholders.

While critics have pointed to the retaliatory
threats issued by Canada as a reason to ex-
pedite this legislation, it is too soon to know
whether these threats have merit. Canada and
Mexico still must seek WTO authority to im-
pose retaliatory tariffs. The WTO must deter-
mine whether this amount equals the dam-
ages incurred by Canada and Mexico under
COOL. The U.S. can appeal these claims and
request that the WTO appoint an arbitrator to
determine the proper level of damages. Arbi-
tration cases generally last several months.
There is still ample time for the U.S., Canada
and Mexico to come to an agreement before
retaliation can take effect. The Congress
should let this process play out before taking
action.

| also have concerns about the level of
damages Canada is seeking in response to
COOL. lts claims cite data that is not pub-
lically available, while studies from the U.S.
supported by data from USDA show that
COOL has not had a negative impact on Ca-
nadian and Mexican livestock imports.

Consumers have a right to know where their
food comes from and studies show that Ameri-
cans strongly support country of origin label-
ing. Congress should support the desires of
consumers and wait for the WTO process to
run its course before taking action. | urge a no
vote.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on June
15, 2015 on Roll Call #364 on H. Res. 233—
Expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that Iran should immediately re-
lease the three United States citizens that it
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holds, as well as provide all known information
on any United States citizens that have dis-
appeared within its borders—| am not re-
corded because a weather-related flight can-
cellation prevented me from being present for
the vote. | am a cosponsor of this important
resolution and believe it sends a critical mes-
sage that if Iran truly wants to engage in con-
structive interaction with the world, it must re-
lease American prisoners. Had | been present,
| would have voted AYE.

On June 15, 2015 on Roll Call #365 on H.R.
2559—to designate the “PFC Milton A. Lee
Medal of Honor Memorial Highway” in the
State of Texas—I am not recorded because a
weather-related flight cancellation prevented
me from being present for the vote. Had |
been present, | would have voted AYE.

TRIBUTE TO KYLE TESTERMAN

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, |
wish to honor a man whose service and per-
sonal fortitude brought great distinction to Ten-
nessee and this Nation.

Kyle Testerman, a former two-term mayor
and the youngest person ever elected to that
office in my hometown of Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, died recently after a long life filled
with family, faith and service.

Mayor Testerman is one of the finest public
servants | have ever known, and he was a
longtime friend of my father and family.

As a young man, Mayor Testerman played
basketball and tennis at the University of Ten-
nessee. As most people know, University of
Tennessee athletics is one of the highest lev-
els of sports in this Country.

In recognition of his love of tennis and ac-
complishments in public service, the City of
Knoxville named the tennis complex in
Tyson’s Park in honor of Mayor Testerman.

Following college, lie rose to Mayor after
serving on the city council.

More people are moving to East Tennessee
to live than almost any other part of the Coun-
try in large part because of the contributions
Mayor Testerman made towards making the
region one of the best places to live.

From rescuing the city’s zoo from closure,
establishing a cultural exchange center, and
funding the first Mobile Meals program, to
starting the Knoxville-hosted 1982 World’s Fair
and constructing TVA’s headquarters, Kyle
Testerman’s legacy remains in every corner of
the town he loved.

Mr. Speaker, Mayor Kyle Testerman de-
voted his entire life to East Tennessee. | call
to the attention of my colleagues and other
readers his inspirational service and offer my
deepest condolences to his family.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | submit the following remarks regarding
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my absence from votes which occurred on
June 15, 2015. | was delayed in arriving in
Washington due to a flight cancelation from
Columbia, South Carolina.

(1) H.R. 891—To designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
141 Paloma Drive in Floresville, Texas, as the
“Floresville Veterans Post Office Building”—
“aye”.

(2) H.R. 1326—To designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
2000 Mulford Road in Mulberry, Florida, as the
“Sergeant First Class Daniel M. Ferguson
Post Office”—"aye”.

(3) H.R. 1350—To designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
442 East 167th Street in Bronx, New York, as
the “Herman Badillo Post Office Building”—

(4) H.R. 728—To designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
7050 Highway BB in Cedar Hill, Missouri, as
the “Sergeant First Class William B. Woods,
Jr. Post Office”—"aye”.

(5) H.R. 2131—To designate the Federal
building and United States courthouse located
at 83 Meeting Street in Charleston, South
Carolina, as the “J. Waties Waring Judicial
Center’—"aye”.

(6) H.R. 2559—To designate the “PFC Mil-
ton A. Lee Medal of Honor Memorial Highway”
in the State of Texas—"aye”.

(7) H. Res. 233—Expressing the sense of
the House of Representatives that Iran should
immediately release the three United States
citizens that it holds, as well as provide all
known information on any United States citi-
zens that have disappeared within its bor-
ders—"“aye”.

———

SERGEANT FIRST CLASS WILLIAM
B. WOODS, JR. POST OFFICE

SPEECH OF

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 15, 2015

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of my legislation, H.R. 728,
which would designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 7050
Highway BB in Cedar Hill, Missouri as the
“Sergeant First Class William B. Woods, Jr.
Post Office.”

SFC Woods was a decorated constituent of
the Third district of Missouri who dedicated his
life to protecting our country. After graduation
from Northwest High School in Cedar Hill, Mis-
souri, he first enlisted with the United States
Marine Corps in 1996 as a rifleman, and later
enlisted in the United States Army where he
attended the Special Forces Qualification
Course in 2003 and earned the Green Beret.
While in the U.S. Army, SFC Woods was as-
signed to the 2nd Battalion, 20th Special
Forces Group (Airborne) and deployed to Af-
ghanistan in 2009 during Operation Enduring
Freedom.

On August 16, 2009, SFC Woods died in
Germany from wounds sustained while con-
ducting a mounted patrol in the Ghazni Prov-
ince, Afghanistan on August 14, 2009. He is
survived by his loving wife, Elizabeth, and two
daughters.

SFC Woods’ many awards and decorations
include the Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart
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Medal, Combat Infantryman Badge, Navy and
Marine Corps Achievement Medal, National
Defense Medal, and Afghanistan Campaign
Medal with Bronze Service Star, among many
others.

| am honored to name this post office after
SFC Woods. His dedication and sacrifices for
our country should not go unnoticed, and it is
the least | can do to honor such a courageous
soldier.

| want to thank the entire Missouri Delega-
tion for coming together to cosponsor this leg-
islation, and Chairman CHAFFETZ for promptly
considering this legislation in the House Over-
sight and Government Reform Committee. It
would be an honor to name the Cedar Hill
post office in my district after this courageous
soldier, and | urge my colleagues to support
this legislation.

———

HONORING WORLD WAR II VET-
ERAN MR. CHARLES ROBERT
“BOB” PROVINE, JR. ON THE OC-
CASION OF HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY

HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Charles Robert “Bob” Provine, Jr.,
upon the joyous occasion of his 90th birthday,
which will be celebrated with his family,
friends, and church family on June 25th in An-
tioch, California.

Born on June 25, 1925 in Redwood City,
CA, Bob is a decorated World War Il veteran
with a remarkable life of service, both to his
community and to our country. He moved to
Antioch, CA as a toddler, where he remains to
this day. Shortly before graduating from Anti-
och High School in 1943, Bob enlisted in the
Army Air Corps. After receiving his Army train-
ing, he was sent to Camp Shanks. It was here
that he boarded the RMS Queen Elizabeth for
transport to the Port of Southampton, England.
Upon arrival, he immediately boarded an Army
Landing Ship, Tank to cross the English Chan-
nel to the LeHarve Replacement Depot,
France. He left LeHarve on one of the famous
“40’s and 8's,” the same French boxcars that
a generation of American Soldiers had ridden
in while in France during World War |. Upon
arrival in Metz, France, he was assigned as a
replacement to General George Patton’s Third
Army, and served in the 94th Infantry, 376th
Infantry Regiment. During the war, Bob saw
combat action in Germany and served in the
occupation of Czechoslovakia and Germany.
In recognition of his service to our nation Bob
was awarded the Combat Infantry Badge and
the Bronze Star.

Bob returned home to Antioch and married
Alice “Corky” Christ. They were married for
more than 30 years before Corky passed
away in 1984. Bob and Corky adopted two
daughters, Cathy Kolb and Linda Ward, who
blessed them with four grandchildren: John C.
Kolb, Alicia A. Kolb, Brandon J. Merenda, and
Breanna M. Meierdiercks; and three great
grandchildren: John C. Kolb, Jr., Autumn Kolb,
and Brandon M. Merenda. A fourth great
grandson  from Breanna  and Brian
Meierdiercks is expected in October.

During his 90 years, Bob always worked to
help others and to build his community. He
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watched Antioch grow from a small town of a
few thousand residents to a city of more than
100,000. He has served his community well as
a former volunteer firefighter, and for many
years at the Antioch Historical Society where
he enjoys telling stories about the “old days”
in Antioch.

Mr. Speaker and distinguished colleagues, |
ask you to join me in honoring Bob Provine for
his service to his community and our great na-
tion, and in wishing him a happy birthday and
best wishes for continued health and happi-
ness.

RECOGNIZING STUDENTS
ENTERING OUR ARMED FORCES

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today to honor high school graduates from the
Broome-Tioga Board of Cooperative Edu-
cational Services area who are entering the
United States Armed Forces. These young
men and women have made an admirable de-
cision to defend our country. | join the Conklin
Kiwanis Club in honoring them.

The Conklin Kiwanis Club will hold a special
celebration to honor these graduating high
school seniors. “The First to Say Thank You”
event will take place on Wednesday, June 17,
2015 at Susquehanna Valley High School in
Conklin.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask you to join me in
honoring the following students entering the
Army National Guard: Jason Kilts, Lansing;
Tyler Miles, Union-Endicott; Jordan Abbott,
Windsor; Devin Seeley, Windsor; Matthew
Vroman, Windsor.

Honoring the students entering the United
States Air Force: Mario Nacinovich, Allynwood
Academy; Jonah Sterling, Chenango Forks;
Jack  Wandersee, Chittenango;  Devon
Santamaria, Deposit; Samuel Rigney,
Jamesville-Dewitt; Tristan Richard, Newark
Valley; Matthew Bowers, Newfield.

Honoring the students entering the United
States Army: Kaylee Scott, Binghamton; Owen
Garlough, Candor; Sara Clark, Chenango
Forks; Bronx Gibson, Chenango Forks; Logan
McDonald, Chenango Valley; Connor Plue,
Deposit; Evaughn Stevens, Deposit; Kevin
Desha, Hamilton; Peter Mutz, Harpursville;
Timothy Himko, Johnson City; Johnathan
Carlsson, Maine-Endwell;  Crystal  Tripp,
Maine-Endwell; Jasmine Rosenberger, Newark
Valley; Trevor Zandt, O’Neill; Dylan Hunt, Ves-
tal; Jacob Love, Vestal; Sean Patterson, Ves-
tal.

Honoring the students entering the United
States Marines: Colin C. Button, Binghamton;
Heather R. Roberts, Binghamton; Tyler Denny,
Chenango Forks; Zachariah T. Jeavons,
Chenango Forks; Noah E. Birdsall, Cortland;
Thomas L. Foster, Cortland; Samuel L. Park,
Dryden; Kristopher K. Card, Newark Valley;
Damion M. Wilcox, Newark Valley; Elizabeth
M. Wiggins, Susquehanna Valley; Michael C.
Torres, Union-Endicott; Sheldan M. Clute,
Whitney Point; Joseph M. Damico, Whitney
Point; Maria E. Dewey, Whitney Point;
Zachary T. Shearer, Whitney Point; Elijah R.
Decker, Windsor; Tyler J. Frear, Windsor;
Tyreik J. Pryor; Windsor.
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Honoring the students entering the United
States Navy: Nikolmi Tubbs, Cortland; Mat-
thew Pettigrew, Lansing; Dane Saunders,
Maine-Endwell; Jonathan Bullock, Windsor.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MIMI WALTERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, on roll call no. 364 | was unavoid-
ably detained.

Had | been present, | would have voted

”

aye”.

“«

—————

RECOGNIZING THE LEADERSHIP
OF DR. WILLIAM S. BARNES

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. William S. Barnes, better known
as Pastor Bill, for a lifetime of service and
leadership. A graduate of Emory University
with degrees in both business administration
and theology, Pastor Bill has been an or-
dained minister in the Florida Conference of
The United Methodist Church since 1974. Bill
also received a Doctor of Divinity from Florida
Southern College in 1995.

Bill was appointed Lead Pastor of St. Luke’s
United Methodist Church in Orlando in June of
1992. He held that position until July of 2014
when he was appointed Co-Lead Pastor as
part of St. Luke’s strategic leadership transi-
tion plan. Since 1992 St. Luke’s has grown to
be one of the largest and most influential con-
gregations in the United Methodist denomina-
tion under Pastor Bill's leadership.

Throughout his career, Bill has served in
rural, urban, and suburban churches, as well
as Chaplain of Florida Southern College in
Lakeland, Florida. Bill doesn’t just preach, he
leads by example. During his tenure in Or-
lando Bill has helped many communities by
initiating dialogues on issues of race and
bringing hope to economically disadvantaged
areas through vocational training, housing as-
sistance, and organizing food and shelter for
the homeless. Bill was also one of the first
ministers in Orlando to support non-discrimina-
tion ordinances offering protections to the
LGBT community.

Bill is well known in Orlando for founding
Shepherd’s Hope a faith-based volunteer
health care organization for the uninsured. It
has expanded to five locations throughout
Central Florida.

Pastor Bill was the recipient of the 2002 So-
cial Entrepreneurship Award for his work with
Shepherds Hope, the Jefferson Award for
American Public Service, the Manhattan Insti-
tute’s Award for Social Entrepreneurship, and
the Society of John Wesley’s United Methodist
Men Fellow. Bill Served on Bethune Cookman
University’s Board of Trustees from 2002 to
2011.

Bill is married to Kim, who teaches three-
year-olds at St. Luke’s Child Development
Center and also designs her own line of cus-
tom jewelry. They have two children, Kristin
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