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traditions, and all that this parish has
meant to the community throughout
the years.

With more than 50,000 Ukrainian
Americans in Ohio, cultural and reli-
gious ties remain strong within the
community and between Ohio and
Ukraine. As cochair of the U.S. Senate
Ukrainian Caucus, I have had the privi-
lege of working with the Ukrainian
community and know how strongly
connected they remain with family and
friends overseas. I am certain the con-
tinued engagement of Ukrainians in
the United States is making a dif-
ference in the efforts for the independ-
ence of Ukraine. I join the members of
the Holy Ghost parish and Ukrainians
throughout the United States who con-
tinue to pray and work toward a peace-
ful resolution to the situation in
Ukraine. I am proud to stand with
Ukrainian Americans and the Ukrain-
ian people as they further their resolve
and commitment to maintaining a free
and independent Ukraine.

Mr. President, I would like to person-
ally extend my congratulations to Holy
Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church on
100 years of faith, service, and worship.

————
TRIBUTE TO PETER BLAIR

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, Peter Blair
has been a highly valued and trusted
member of my staff from the time I
took office in 2011. He was part of the
team that did the heavy lifting of get-
ting the Senate office off the ground
and was instrumental in establishing
the systems, structure, and disciplines
necessary to support the Senate office
and serve the people of Utah.

Peter has filled a wide range of roles
and responsibilities in our office, from
administrative duties to correspond-
ence and constituent services, from
strategic relationships and outreach to
the vital role of handling our veterans’
affairs. He has approached each of
these with a firm commitment to ex-
cellence, an eye toward challenging the
status quo, and a determination to de-
liver an experience that is meaningful
and memorable.

Assigning something to Peter is not
only to consider it done but to know
that it will be done right. His commit-
ment to serve the office at anytime,
day or night, and in whatever way is
needed is extraordinary. He has been
vital to the office running on all cyl-
inders. Late night votes, townhalls,
serving constituents and veterans, and
coordinating with the hardworking
people who really make the Senate
function, were all part of a day’s work
for Peter.

Peter has a unique and innovative
way of looking at tasks, projects and
long-term opportunities—one I wish
more people in Washington would em-
brace. Peter is a servant leader—a
street-smart and savvy servant, who
understands strategy, structure, and
discipline and is simply determined to
deliver regardless of circumstances or
setbacks.
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Peter is a forever learner. His quest
to find a better way to do things and
his inner drive to make a difference has
had an impact on every aspect of my
office. He is a trusted colleague who is
more concerned about getting things
done and done right than he is about
who gets credit. Ronald Reagan often
made the comment, ‘“There is no limit
to what a man can do or where he can
go if he doesn’t mind who gets the
credit.” I would add that there is no
limit to Peter’s impact and where he
can go in the future, because he doesn’t
care who gets the credit.

It has been a blessing for me, my
family, and my staff to have Peter as a
member of our team. Having Peter
around, from the early days of my serv-
ice in the Senate, has given me great
confidence and peace of mind. Nothing
has been better than knowing that the
moment an assignment was given to
Peter it had begun, would soon be done,
and above all, be done right.

———
TRIBUTE TO RYAN McKEON
Mr. LEE. Mr. President, Ryan

McKeon has served as my chief advisor
on economic policy for the past several
years and has been an indispensable
member of my staff. The old saying,
“‘still water runs deep,”’ is a good meta-
phor for Ryan. Many on Capitol Hill
race about trying to call attention to
themselves or create a torrent of activ-
ity to prove how smart or important
they are. Ryan, on the other hand, has
a style that is indicative of the depth
of his substance. He is concerned with
properly informing, not impressing,
and is less interested in entertaining
than he is in engaging in deeper dia-
logue on issues that matter.

I have trusted Ryan’s wisdom and
keen insight on a wide range of policy
issues and have always had complete
confidence in his thorough briefings
and recommendations. He has been the
driving force behind an expanding and
more meaningful economic policy
reach from my office.

Ryan is very perceptive. His under-
standing of core disciplines, principles,
and policies, as well as the nuances and
subtleties of his issue areas, has been
priceless. Ryan is aware of not only the
principle and policy ramifications of
congressional business but the likely
results and down-stream effect of the
decisions made. Ryan’s stillness allows
him to present information in a con-
cise, clear manner that informs me of
vital data and impact points while fil-
tering out the noise and chatter typ-
ical of Washington, DC, debate.

Everyone in my office knows they
can approach Ryan to have him run the
numbers on any piece of legislation. He
understands the big picture and regu-
larly worked in tandem with our com-
munications team to ensure our mes-
saging was congruent with what we had
introduced legislatively. Ryan has
worked well with other offices, as well
as with academics and highly special-
ized policy experts outside of my office.
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While so much of Ryan’s work is cen-
tered in serious issues and tough top-
ics, he also knows the value of some
well placed humor, a wry comment,
and a little levity.

Ryan is committed to adding value
and making a difference. I greatly ap-
preciate what he has done for me, for
the people of Utah, and for our nation.
There is a confidence that comes of
stillness, a strength that comes from
serenity, and quiet determination that
comes from depth. Ryan McKeon runs
deep, and I am confident his influence
will continue to ripple and roll on in
the years ahead.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CELEBRATING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HOXIE SCHOOL INTE-
GRATION

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor the resilience, deter-
mination, and courage of the commu-
nity of Hoxie, AR for its leadership in
school desegregation and the founda-
tion it laid for integration across the
country.

This year, the community is cele-
brating the 60th anniversary of the
first day of school for the African-
American students who became known
as the Hoxie 21.

This small northeast Arkansas com-
munity voluntarily integrated its
schools in the summer of 1955 in re-
sponse to the Supreme Court -case
Brown v. Board of Education. The rea-
soning for the school board and Super-
intendent Kunkel Edward Vance’s deci-
sion was simple; integration was ‘‘mor-
ally right in the sight of God.”

On July 11, 1955, African-American
students made history in Hoxie and
helped build the momentum for inte-
gration.

This unprecedented move began with
a smooth transition, and the students
were welcomed into the school. The
news of a small town in the South de-
segregating peacefully caught the at-
tention of Life magazine, and in its
July 1955 issue the story captured the
attention of the world. Unfortunately,
the media attention brought with it an
avalanche of negativity despite the
positive and peaceful progression.

This action was unpopular in the
South and while segregationists flood-
ed the community in protest, families
of the Hoxie 21 and school leaders stood
their ground and with great faith per-
severed against the inequality.

The Hoxie School Board fought back
by filing suit on the segregationists,
charging the segregationists with tres-
passing on school property, threat-
ening picket lines, organizing boycotts
and intimidating school officials. Citi-
zens of Hoxie of all races peacefully
waited for a resolution, and with en-
couragement from the NAACP were
able to stand up against the verbal and
physical threats from the segregation-
ists. Their patience and fortitude was
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soon rewarded. In September, the FBI
became involved in the investigation.
Two months later, Federal District
Judge Thomas C. Trimble ruled that
segregationists prevented integration
in Hoxie, and issued a temporary re-
straining order against them. In De-
cember, a permanent ban against the
segregationists was issued and later
upheld by the Supreme Court, freeing
the school of their influence. It was the
first mediation in support of a school
district trying to comply with Brown
v. Board of Education—a momentous
moment for the country and a victory
for integration.

This decision was instrumental in de-
segregating the entire country and was
a major victory for the 14th Amend-
ment. This demonstrates that change
only comes when people stand up for
what is morally right.

I congratulate the town of Hoxie and
the Hoxie 21 on this milestone. I am en-
couraged by your dedication to share
this history and positive message. 1
thank the Hoxie 21 and the community
for their bravery in the face of adver-
sity. It is an honor to tell your story
and educate people about your strug-
gle.®

———

REMEMBERING HAROLD E. WARD

e Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, when
author Tom Brokaw called Americans
who came of age during World War II
the ‘‘greatest generation,”” he had in
mind remarkable people like Harold E.
Ward, who passed away last week. Mr.
Ward lived nearly six decades in Lee,
NH, where neighbors knew him for his
kindness and warm smile. But few
knew that during his 94 years he bore
witness to some of the most profound
events and transformations of 20th and
21st century America.

In his teens, during the Great Depres-
sion, he experienced dire poverty and
frequent hunger, enduring what he
called ‘“‘missed meal cramps.”” As an Af-
rican American, he endured the slights
and segregation of Jim Crow, including
when he joined the Navy 2 years before
the United States entered World War
II. Mr. Ward had graduated from trade
school as a skilled electrician, but the
few African Americans serving in the
Navy were routinely assigned to me-
nial positions such as stewards for ship
officers. It was only later, after deseg-
regation of the military, that he be-
came a cook.

On Sunday morning, December 7,
1941, he was on duty aboard the USS
San Francisco at Pearl Harbor. From
his battle station, he witnessed the
most devastating foreign attack ever
carried out against our military on
U.S. soil.

That was Harold Ward’s first taste of
combat but far from the last. Eleven
months later, serving in the Pacific
during the Battle of Guadalcanal, he
survived numerous wounds from shell
fragments and watched a close friend
die next to him. He was awarded the
Purple Heart. But, referring to shrap-
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nel permanently embedded in his legs,
he later said, ‘I wear my medals on my
body.”” Recalling the prejudice he faced
as a Black sailor, he told a local news-
paper: ‘“You look back on it, and de-
spite the fact there was such a separa-
tion of people, all the blood ran red.”

Harold Ward served two decades in
the Navy, retiring as first class petty
officer commissary steward. He went
on to use his culinary skills at res-
taurants in Exeter and Durham, NH,
including his own restaurant, Harold’s
Place, and also worked as a part-time
police officer in Lee.

Mr. Ward was a 55-year member, past
commander, and chaplain of American
Legion Post 67 in Newmarket, NH, and
a founding member and past com-
mander of Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 10676 in Lee. He lived to witness
the end of legal segregation, the tri-
umphs of the civil rights movement,
and the election and reelection of an
African-American President.

Across the decades, Mr. Ward was a
gifted mentor to countless young peo-
ple who crossed his path. Harold and
his wife Virginia treated these young
men and women as members of the
Ward family, giving them love, coun-
sel, and a place to call home.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., said,
“Life’s most urgent and persistent
question is: What are you doing for
others?”’ Across his eventful life, Har-
old Ward answered that question in
powerful ways, including service to his
country, to his community, and to any-
one he encountered who needed a help-
ing hand or a wise word.

Harold was predeceased by his be-
loved wife Virginia and two sons, Bruce
and Theodore. He is remembered with
much love by daughters Linda and Har-
riet and son Michael. The Lee commu-
nity is mourning his passing, as are
countless people whose lives he
touched. On behalf of the United States
Senate and a grateful nation, I thank
Harold Ward for his many years of
dedicated service. May he rest in
peace.®

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)
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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

PROPOSED AGREEMENT FOR CO-
OPERATION BETWEEN THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC
OF KOREA CONCERNING PEACE-
FUL USES OF NUCLEAR EN-
ERGY—PM 20

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with accompanying
papers; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Con-
gress, pursuant to sections 123 b. and
123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 21563(b), (d)) (the
““Act”), the text of a proposed Agree-
ment for Cooperation Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Government of the Repub-
lic of Korea Concerning Peaceful Uses
of Nuclear Energy (the ‘‘Agreement’’).
I am also pleased to transmit my writ-
ten approval, authorization, and deter-
mination concerning the proposed
Agreement, and an unclassified Nu-
clear Proliferation Assessment State-
ment (NPAS) concerning the proposed
Agreement. (In accordance with sec-
tion 123 of the Act, as amended by Title
XII of the Foreign Affairs Reform and
Restructuring Act of 1998 (Public Law
105-277), two classified annexes to the
NPAS, prepared by the Secretary of
State, in consultation with the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, summa-
rizing relevant classified information,
will be submitted to the Congress sepa-
rately.) The joint memorandum sub-
mitted to me by the Secretaries of
State and Energy and a letter from the
Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission stating the views of the
Commission are also enclosed. An ad-
dendum to the NPAS containing a
comprehensive analysis of the export
control system of the Republic of
Korea (ROK) with respect to nuclear-
related matters, including interactions
with other countries of proliferation
concern and the actual or suspected
nuclear, dual-use, or missile-related
transfers to such countries, pursuant
to section 102A(w) of the National Se-
curity Act of 1947 (60 U.S.C. 3024(w)), is
being submitted separately by the Di-
rector of National Intelligence.

The proposed Agreement has been ne-
gotiated in accordance with the Act
and other applicable law. In my judg-
ment, it meets all applicable statutory
requirements and will advance the non-
proliferation and other foreign policy
interests of the United States.

The proposed Agreement contains all
of the requirements established by sec-
tion 123 a. of the Act. It provides a
comprehensive framework for peaceful
nuclear cooperation with the ROK
based on a mutual commitment to nu-
clear nonproliferation. It would permit
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