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RECIPIENTS OF THE 2015 
CONGRESSIONAL AWARDS 

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, the Congres-
sional Awards recognize four avenues of indi-
vidual growth—community service, physical fit-
ness, exploration, and personal develop-
ment—and how the fulfillment of these goals 
forms balanced and promising young citizens. 

In their pursuit of these goals, recipients of 
the Congressional Awards have gained new 
skills and greater confidence. For many, these 
projects will be the cornerstone for future en-
deavors, further enriching their lives and en-
couraging others to follow their lead. 

The recipients of the 2015 Congressional 
Awards set the finest example and dem-
onstrate dedication to improving their commu-
nities and the Nation as a whole. 

Gabriela Abadia, Lincoln Abbott, Biraspati 
Adhikari, Radhika Adhikari, Seth Alicea, 
Naomi Allen, Michael Alvaro, Maria Alverio, 
Julie Ambo, Griffin Armstorff, Kobi Axelrod, 
Atalie Bale, Zoe Barbeau, J. Aaren Barge, 
Mackenzie Batten, Hunter Benkoski, Rajat 
Bhageria, Jamuna Bista, Michael Boyson, 
Olivia Brophy, Camden Brown, Rachel 
Bugge, Ryan Buraus, William Buster, Mary 
Ann Cahoon. 

Victoria Cannon, Matthew Cha, Wing Kay 
Joyce Chan, Corbin Chance, Jacob Chasan, 
Michael Cheng, Emily Chiles, Alexander Cho, 
Daniel Cho, Justin Cho, Bogeun Choi, Noah 
Choi, Siri Choragudi, Joshua Chung, Daniel 
Cieply, Melody Colliatie, Brandon Colling, 
Matthew Connell, Patrick Connell, James 
Cook, Virginia Cook, Phillip Costello, Han-
nah Crane, Kamila Czachorowski, John 
Dadouris, Juhi Dalal. 

Maria Dattolo, Nolan Dexter-Brown, 
Nielsen Dias, Randell Doane, Rupa Dulal, 
Maxwell Durtschi, Caroline Dutzi, Casey 
Eble, Edison Elder, Michael Epperly, 
Michaela Fallon, James Fantin, Nicole 
Farese, Carianna Farrell, Frank Faverzani, 
Lesli Fernandez. 

Catherine Fisher, Bri Flaherty, Christina 
Flear, Alie Fordyce, Samuel Fordyce, Abbie 
Foster, Michael Frye, J. Parker Garrison, 
Jeremy Geiger, Tristana Giunta, Kyle 
Goggio, Alec Gonzales, Adan Gonzalez, Kath-
erine Grabowsky, Matthew Grillo, Alana 
Gross, James Grubbs. 

Felix Guo, Devika Gurung, Emma Hall, 
Matthew Halloran, Jacob (Jungwoo) Han, 
Robert Hapke, Katrina Hayes-Macaluso, 
Charlotte Heffelmire, Danielle Heins, Josh 
Heisey, Jordan Helfand, Jocelyn Hernandez, 
Noah Hicks, Matthew Higgs, Joseph Hinton, 
Joanna Hong, Ellen Ingwerson, Michael 
Ivkov, Avinash Iyer, Catherine Jessen, 
KeeGan Johnson. 

Brister Jones, Jonathan Jow, Raghav 
Kalra, George Kanellitsas, Aaron Kang, 
Arjun Kapoor, Serhat Kariparduc, Karna 
Karki, Karishma Kashyap, Robynn- 
Emmanuelle Katzeff, Justin Kawaguchi, 
Sabrine Keane, Juliana Kemenosh, Reber 
Kennedy, Taylor Kennington, Arbab Khalid, 
Christopher Kim, Lucia Kim, Yoorhim Kim, 
Sara Knighton, Juliana Kochis. 

Sarah Kopsa, Nikki Kothari, Isaac Kuo, 
Sam Kuster, Michelle Laker, Basanta 
Lamichhane, Taylor Lane, Jennifer Lang, 
Holly Laws, Jeff Lee, Ji Hye Lee, Sophia 
Lee, Shanley Lenart, Chester Leung, Brit-
tany Levy, Erin Lewis, Jessica Li, Emilie 
Liu, Abigail Lockhart, Savannah Logan, 
Shivani Lokre. 

Harrison Teague Loughman, Amanda Lu, 
Morgan Ludwig, Ferdinand Luhur, Tess 
Luman, Mason Magee, Jonathan Mak, Jor-
dan Marino, Zachary Maxwell, Kailey 
McCormick, Gabriel McDonald, Hugh 
McGinley, Grace McGowan, Laura 
Mediorreal, Samuel Meyerson, Alexander 
Mietchen, Amrita Mojumdar, Emma Moon, 
Andrew Morgan, Olivia Morton, Taylor Mur-
phy. 

Nicole Nam, Michael Negraru, Kevin Ng, 
Jennifer Nicholas, Kirsten Norton, Jessica 
Ocampo, John Wesley Orton, Fernando 
Osornio, Zachary Panton, Ni Em Par, Eli 
Parker, Mili Patel, Brandon Paul, Avani 
Pavuluri, Henry Pawelczyk, John Peruzzi, 
John Peters, Marianna Pizzato, Rishi 
Prasad, Samantha Price, Jessica Pritchard. 

Anne-Marie Prochaska, Rebecca Pulley, 
Stephanie Quinton, Morgan Redford, Casey 
Riggs, Micheal Riggs, Jose Andres Rocha, 
Anna Rogers, Ashley Royce, Ashley Ryan, 
Sabrina Saintil, Marisa Salvador, Suhani 
Sanghavi, Tara Santora, Aakanksha Saxena, 
Michael Schaja, Jericho Schroeder, Lauren 
Seckar, David Seo, Dae han Seong, Supreet 
Shah. 

Jeremy Shockley, Ki Wan Sim, Samantha 
Singer, Austin Smith, Chelsea Smith, Doro-
thy Smith, Hunter Smith, Shelbi Smolak, 
Mollie Somers, Arjun Sridhar, Shimona 
Srivastava, Cassandra Steele, Annalise Ste-
venson, Rachel Stogner, Kyle Sukley, Thom-
as Sych, Kavya Tangella, Emma Taylor- 
Brill, Seth Taylor-Brill, Gopinath Thangada, 
Kabita Thapa. 

Jacob Thiemann, Brooke Tobias, Vincent 
Tran, Mary Turney, Nihar Varanasi, Robert 
Vaughn, Ellie Vigurie, Samuel Vilchez, Pat-
rick Vin, Stephen Waldrep, Samuel Walker, 
Merran Waller, Christopher Warburton, 
Lorne Wasserman, Tiffani Webb, Jaynie 
Welsh, Jessica Williams, Jessica Wilson, Ra-
chel Wilson, Lyssa Winslow, Jacqueline 
Wong. 

Jared Wong, Daniel Yang, Karen Yang, 
Nicolas Yang, Jonathan Ye, Joshua Yoo, 
Seung-Hee Yoo, GiHyeon Yoon, Daniel Yoon, 
Michael Youn, Nick Zamora, Andrew Zehner, 
Cameron Zetterlund, Sophie Zhang, Bradley 
Zhu. 

f 

HONORING SABRINA SAINTIL FOR 
RECEIVING THE 2015 CONGRES-
SIONAL AWARD GOLD MEDAL 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a young leader from Northeast 
Florida who has been selected as a winner of 
the 2015 Congressional Gold Medal Award. 
Sabrina Saintil has shown incredible dedica-
tion in completing the rigorous challenges that 
the Gold Medal demands. She has set and 

achieved goals in volunteer public service, 
personal development, physical fitness, and 
exploration. Ms. Saintil and her comrade, Jes-
sica Ocampo, are the first two Gold Medal re-
cipients from my district, and I could not be 
more proud to recognize both of them. 

Ms. Saintil is a recent graduate from Fletch-
er High School who is planning on attending 
the University of South Florida to study inter-
national business in the fall. This promising 
young woman took on and directed the after 
school program at the Beaches Habitat Edu-
cation Department. She has shown incredible 
passion, not only in her pursuit of education, 
but also in her work to better the greater Jack-
sonville community. 

As a part of the exploration requirement for 
the Award, Ms. Saintil planned and went on a 
historical journey that began in Savannah, 
Georgia. From there, she ventured through the 
historic downtown section of the city and pro-
ceeded to Koinonia Farms, the birthplace of 
Habitat for Humanity. She then travelled to 
President Jimmy Carter’s home in Plains, 
Georgia, followed by a trip to Global Village, a 
model village containing various types of 
homes built in Habitat for Humanity commu-
nities worldwide. Her last stop on the historical 
exploration was the Kingsley Plantation back 
in Jacksonville. 

I am so proud of what this young woman 
has accomplished. When I look at all that she 
has done, I am not worried about the future of 
this great nation, for we will surely have great 
people to lead it. I would also like to take this 
time to recognize Kathy Christensen from 
Habitat for Humanity, who served as Ms. 
Ocampo’s and Ms. Saintil’s adult advisor and 
has been essential to the success of this pro-
gram in Jacksonville. Thank you, Ms. 
Christensen, for all that you do and for your 
constant assistance and support. 

I first met Ms. Saintil back in 2012, and 
since then she has grown both as an indi-
vidual and as member of the Jacksonville 
community. I could not be happier with Ms. 
Saintil’s success in receiving the Congres-
sional Gold Medal Award, as it stands as 
proof of a culmination of years of hard work 
and sacrifice. Mr. Speaker, please join me in 
congratulating this young leader of Northeast 
Florida. 

f 

HONORING ROBERT L. AYERS ON 
HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor the life of a beloved 
leader in the Merced community, Robert L. 
Ayers on his 90th birthday. Bob was born in 
New York’s most populous borough, Brooklyn, 
on June 14, 1925. 

During his youth. Robert and his family lived 
in different parts of New York but eventually 
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settled in the town of Bellmore, Long Island. 
Growing up during the Great Depression his 
family was faced with daily struggles, despite 
the economic hardships, Robert continued to 
strive towards a better future. 

On June 19, 1942, at the young age of sev-
enteen, Robert left his hometown of Bellmore 
with the goal of enlisting in the Navy. As part 
of the Navy Squadron VPB–33, he was sta-
tioned in South America and also the South 
Pacific where his active duties involved chas-
ing submarines, air sea rescue, and sinking 
enemy ships. In February of 1945, Robert re-
turned to the states and was stationed at 
NAS, Jacksonville, Florida. 

Shortly after his return, Bob was released 
from the Navy and immediately joined the Ma-
rine Corps. He spent two years as a Marine 
and then resigned to pursue service in the 
Army Air Corps where he gained experience 
from all over the world. Not only did he hero-
ically fight in the Korean War but also his per-
severance continued throughout the Vietnam 
War. 

Upon returning to the homeland. Robert met 
his wife Yvonne and they were married on 
January 19, 1946. After bravely serving his 
country for twenty-eight years, Robert retired 
from the Air Force on July 31, 1970 and he 
and his wife moved to Merced, California. 

For two years Robert sold insurance and 
then decided to try his luck in the title and es-
crow business at First Merced Title Co. Trans-
america Title Company bought the company in 
March 1977 and by July, he was named the 
branch manager where he remained until 
1985. It was then he decided to become a 
business owner when he purchased the com-
pany and formed TransCounty Title Co. After 
numerous years in the business, Bob made 
the decision to retire in 2010, turning the oper-
ation over to his daughter Peg, who is now the 
president. TransCounty Title Co. remains the 
only locally owned title company in Merced 
County. 

In addition to being a business owner, Bob 
was a dynamic member of the Merced com-
munity. He was actively involved in Kiwanis 
and served on the capital campaign for Mercy 
Medical Center. Also, he has been an active 
contributor to the Greater Merced Chamber of 
Commerce and both higher education facili-
ties, UC Merced and Merced College. 

During their nearly 70 years of marriage, 
Robert and Yvonne welcomed three children, 
sons Robert Jr. and John Ayers and daughter 
Peg Larson. Both sons followed in their fa-
ther’s footsteps by serving their country. Rob-
ert Jr. is a retired Lieutenant Colonel from the 
U.S. Army and a retired correctional warden of 
several California State prisons. Their son 
John pursued a career in medicine and served 
as a medic in the United States Navy. Cur-
rently, he works in the surgery center at Marin 
General Hospital. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Robert Ayers for his unwavering leadership, 
and recognizing his accomplishments and 
contributions to this nation. As Bob celebrates 
his 90th birthday, he serves as an example of 
excellence to those in our community. 

INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION 
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 16, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2596) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activities of 
the United States Government, the Commu-
nity Management Account, and the Central 
Intelligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other purposes: 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chair, today I will 
vote against H.R. 2596, the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for FY2016, because this bill 
continues the expansion of our intelligence 
community and includes harmful policy riders 
that will only serve to make America less safe, 
not more. 

While large portions of the intelligence 
budget are classified, publicly available esti-
mates are as high as $80 billion a year. That’s 
in addition to the more than $580 billion we’re 
set to spend on defense in the next 12 
months. If today’s bill moves forward, funding 
will again rise by nearly $6 billion. Worse, it 
would do so by sidestepping Congressionally- 
imposed budget caps, while continuing to en-
force these arbitrary rules for critical domestic 
programs, from education to medical research. 

Efforts by the majority to undercut our presi-
dent’s ability to conduct foreign policy are 
nothing new, but for the first time this bill 
would put in place additional barriers to finally 
closing Guantanamo Bay, a recruiting tool 
available to terrorists so long as its doors re-
main open. It would also limit the types of in-
formation our intelligence community can 
share with our allies, a level of discretion best 
left to the President himself. 

There are over 4.5 million federal employ-
ees and contractors with access to secret in-
formation, which is larger than the entire popu-
lation of Los Angeles. I am concerned that the 
amount of information being reviewed by the 
intelligence community and number of people 
involved may actually be making us less safe. 

Today’s bill is a missed opportunity to re-
evaluate methods of domestic surveillance, 
the growing size of the intelligence bureauc-
racy, and ending programs, like Guantanamo 
Bay, that only harm our national security, not 
help it. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM WALTER 
HOWARD 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
on Monday, June 8, William Walter Howard 
passed away in Johnson City, Tennessee, at 
the age of 87. Bill was one of the finest men 
I have ever known, and I knew him from my 
teenage years until his passing. 

Bill was very accurately described in his 
obituary as being the ‘‘epitome of sweetness,’’ 
and he certainly was. He was a kind, soft-spo-

ken man, and I never knew anyone who said 
anything but good things about Bill Howard. 

He was married for 67 years to his wife 
Carolyn, who passed away just a short time 
ago. He was a devoted husband and father 
and loved God, family, and country. 

He was proud of his service in the Navy and 
was very patriotic. He sometimes gave me 
conservative tapes and expressed similar 
views in our conversations. He worked very 
hard for me in several of my campaigns and 
had great concern about the direction of this 
Nation. 

He was a successful banking and savings 
and loan executive and also did accounting 
work in the hotel-motel industry. He served the 
community through the Kiwanis club and also 
had me speak at the church where he was a 
Deacon. 

Bill Howard was a great man, successful as 
a husband, father, businessman, community 
and church leader, and political activist. This 
country is a better place and many, many peo-
ple are better because of the life Bill led and 
the example he set. 

This Nation needs more people like Bill 
Howard. He was quite simply, a good man, 
and I will miss him greatly. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,152,717,537,302.13. We’ve 
added $7,525,840,488,389.05 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION 
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 16, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2596) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activities of 
the United States Government, the Commu-
nity Management Account, and the Central 
Intelligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other purposes: 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, I rise to ex-
press my opposition to H.R. 2596, the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act of 2016. Though I 
have always appreciated the bipartisan spirit 
in which the Intelligence Committee members 
work to craft the annual authorization bill, and 
I acknowledge the many vital programs the bill 
support, I disagree with the way H.R. 2596 
uses Overseas Contingency Operations fund-
ing and how it prevents the closure of the de-
tainment facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
For those reasons, I cannot vote for the bill. 
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H.R. 2596 authorizes funding to support im-

portant research, information gathering and in-
formation sharing resources for decision mak-
ers at all levels of the federal government. The 
funding helps to maintain and support the in-
telligence infrastructure and it helps to 
strengthen our defenses against threats from 
around the world. This bill provides for cutting- 
edge counterintelligence technical analysis, 
cybersecurity, it protects Americans against 
the use of advanced weapons, and helps to 
arrest nuclear and other weapon proliferation 
threats. The funding in this bill is also the rea-
son we were able to kill Nasir al Wuhayshi, al 
Qaida’s number two leader. 

However, the bill also continues Republican- 
led efforts to lock in sequestration and, as a 
result, fails to authorize sufficient funds for im-
portant intelligence community priorities. In-
stead, the bill uses OCO funding in ways that 
leaders of both parties have made clear are 
inappropriate. Just last year, House Repub-
licans criticized the abuse of the OCO loop-
hole in their budget report, stating that it ‘‘un-
dermines the integrity of the budget process.’’ 
Moreover, in following the strategy of the Re-
publican budget, this legislation begins the 
process of locking in sequestration for non-
defense programs, which will have a dev-
astating impact on investments critical to the 
nation. 

We need to get back to the table to have an 
honest debate about our budget and renego-
tiate the funding caps for both defense and 
nondefense. Only then will we be able to pro-
vide the necessary resources for our national 
security needs and to ensure we keep the na-
tion’s commitments to education, research, in-
frastructure, and other crucial drivers of eco-
nomic prosperity. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NORCELL D. 
HAYWOOD 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize the life 
and legacy of a dear friend, Mr. Norcell D. 
Haywood who passed away on Monday, June 
15, 2015. Mr. Haywood and I had a friendship 
that spanned forty years. We were introduced 
by another of my good friends, the late Con-
gressman Mickey Leland who made significant 
contributions during his service to our country. 

Norcell Haywood was a pioneer in his own 
right. He was among the first seven African 
American students to be admitted to the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin in 1954, the period 
that preceded the protections guaranteed by 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act. He secured his spot 
by fighting against systematic discrimination 
and segregation. Despite the battle, he re-
mained steadfast. He took on a gruesome 21- 
hour course load, fulfilled his obligations to the 
ROTC program and worked as a restaurant 
valet. His dedication and sacrifices paid off; he 
became the second African American to grad-
uate from the University of Texas School of 
Architecture in 1960. 

Upon graduation, he served as a positive 
role model and instructor at Prairie View A&M 
University’s school of Engineering. He later 
gained employment with the City of Austin’s 

Planning Department. He also published a 
local Newspaper, ‘‘The East Side Reporter,’’ 
which distributed 20,000 papers weekly in the 
eastern section of San Antonio. 

In 1968, Norcell Haywood became the first 
licensed African-American Architect in San An-
tonio, Texas. He then founded a private archi-
tecture firm, Norcell D. Haywood & Associates 
(1968–71) and later in 1971, founded the firm 
of Haywood Jordan McCown SAT Inc. 
(‘‘HJM’’). He operated three offices throughout 
the state of Texas: San Antonio, Houston and 
Dallas. Under Norcell’s leadership, HJM has 
been the recipient of the numerous prestigious 
Merit Design Awards. He received awards for 
his design of The University of Texas— 
Dallas’s Student Union Center and numerous 
housing developments in Houston, Austin, 
Dallas and San Antonio areas, including the 
Texas Southern University Physical Education 
Building and Business Technology Building in 
Houston, Texas; Lincoln Magnet High School 
in Dallas, Texas; Alamo Dome Stadium and 
the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center 
both in San Antonio, Texas. He was the first 
African American to be appointed to the Texas 
Board of Architectural Examiners and served 
as Vice Chairman of the Board. 

Mr. Haywood has received widespread ac-
claim for his exceptional accomplishments. He 
was chosen by President Clinton to serve as 
a delegate on the White House Sub-Com-
mittee on Small Business in 1995. Mr. Hay-
wood is the recipient of the 1997 Bank of 
America—San Antonio, Black History Chron-
icles Trail Blazer Award and a 1997 Texas 
Legislative Black Caucus Outstanding Texans 
at Large Honoree. 

Mr. Haywood used his life experiences, es-
pecially those that molded his tenacity at the 
University of Texas to direct his professional 
pursuits and community involvement. His most 
passionate interests lie in early child training 
and development. He actively supported the 
YMCA, Boy’s and Girl’s Club of San Antonio 
and many other local youth organizations. He 
established the National Association of Minor-
ity Architecture to encourage and mentor 
young African-American architects and is a life 
member of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MR. EDWIN D. HILL 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Mr. Edwin D. Hill on his retire-
ment from the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers. Mr. Hill’s nearly six dec-
ades of service will have a lasting impact for 
generations to come. I would like to join my 
IBEW brothers and sisters in applauding him 
for this lifetime of service. 

Edwin Hill is a visionary leader whose leg-
acy can best be seen in those who have 
joined the realm of public service because of 
Ed’s encouragement and support. As the first 
Business Agent to serve in the People’s 
House—the U.S. House of Representatives— 
his influence and legacy have impressed on 
me personally, but it does not end there. 

Ed was a pioneer and activist in his field. 
Mr. Hill joined IBEW in 1956 as journeyman 
and a wireman. By 1964, he was elected Vice 

President of his local and became active in 
larger labor movement issues. Ed’s success 
led the Brotherhood to elect him as president 
in January of 2001 and Ed easily won re-elec-
tion for five consecutive terms. With his lead-
ership, Mr. Hill laid the foundation for IBEW’s 
future success and growth. 

As President, Ed improved jobsite produc-
tivity, increased IBEW membership and 
oversaw an expansion of training programs. 
One of his many contributions was the ‘‘Code 
of Excellence,’’ which streamlined union con-
tract language. The program was so success-
ful that it eventually became the universal 
code used by the electrical industry. 

An innovator, Ed was always in search of 
new ways for members to address the chang-
ing economic environment and for IBEW to 
raise the working standards and overall quality 
of electrical construction. I join my IBEW 
brothers and sisters in wishing him a happy 
retirement and thank him, once again, for his 
outstanding contributions to the industry. 

f 

CELEBRATING WEST VIRGINIA’S 
152ND BIRTHDAY 

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to commemorate West Virginia 
Day, which will be celebrated on Saturday, 
June 20. On this special and historic day, 
West Virginians will join together to honor the 
152nd anniversary of the founding of our great 
state and to recognize the history, culture, 
landmarks and most importantly, the people 
that make our state truly special. 

West Virginia’s Third Congressional District, 
which I am proud to represent, has some of 
the most beautiful scenery and tourism attrac-
tions found in our state, including Chief Logan 
State Park, Beechfork Lake, Hatfield McCoy 
Trails, New River Gorge, and so many more. 
People from all over the world travel to West 
Virginia to experience and enjoy all our state 
has to offer. 

Our state has a rich culture, one that com-
bines music, food, language and arts into a 
tradition that is unique to West Virginia. Glass 
blowing is a traditional art form that has 
thrived for more than a century in West Vir-
ginia and quilters make family heirlooms in the 
style made by their grandparents and great- 
grandparents, and musical instruments are 
passed down generation to generation. 

While we are rich in natural resources and 
traditions, our greatest resource has always 
been and will continue to be our people. The 
people of West Virginia stand for the values of 
friendship, hard work and charity to others. 
West Virginians have a true sense of family 
and never hesitate to help a friend—or a 
stranger—in need. 

West Virginia has the most hardworking and 
genuine people in the nation. I am proud to 
represent them in this House and look forward 
to working with them to make a better West 
Virginia for generations to come. 
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HONORING FORMER CERES POLICE 
CHIEF GAIL W. ‘‘PETE’’ PETERSON 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor the life of a leader in 
the Ceres community, former Ceres Police 
Chief Gail W. ‘‘Pete’’ Peterson. The beloved 
father, son and husband died peacefully at the 
age of 77 after a courageous eight month bat-
tle with bladder cancer. 

Pete was born on November 28, 1937 to 
Milburn and Lucille Peterson in the charming 
town of Panton, Illinois. In his adult years, 
Pete found his calling in law enforcement 
when he became a reserve officer for the 
Newport Beach Police Department. Following 
his service in Newport Beach, he moved to 
the Laguna Beach department and then on to 
the City of Orange, known as a ‘‘major city 
with small-town ambiance.’’ 

During Pete’s time at the Orange Police De-
partment, he took many different positions. Ini-
tially, he started as a patrolman, but was 
quickly promoted to the first accident inves-
tigation officer. Not one to rest on his laurels, 
he became a motorcycle officer and continued 
to further his career by being promoted from 
Sergeant to Lieutenant. From there, Pete mi-
grated to Idaho where he became the Chief of 
Police for the Moscow Police Department. 

Chief Peterson began his distinguished ca-
reer with the Ceres Department of Public 
Safety on June 30, 1983 where he spent six-
teen years of his life being a local hero. Pete 
was involved in integrating the Ceres Police 
Department headquarters and the Ceres Fire 
Department into one department of Public 
Safety. He introduced new technology and in-
strumental programs into the police depart-
ment such as mobile data terminals, the ca-
nine unit and a motorcycle unit which the de-
partment still utilizes today. 

Admired by each member of the public safe-
ty family, Chief Peterson is fondly remem-
bered for positively impacting the lives of his 
fellow officers by his concern, dedication and 
leadership. To honor him, his name will be put 
on the new Ceres Police Department building 
where his commitment to serving the Ceres 
community can be forever acknowledged. 

Believing that community involvement is im-
portant, Chief Peterson was an active member 
of the Rotary Club of Ceres and the Ceres 
Lions Club. In addition, he was also the former 
president of the Stanislaus County Peace Offi-
cer Association. 

After retiring in 1999, Pete and his loving 
wife of 27 years, Karen Peterson, spent time 
at their vacation homes but made their resi-
dence in Modesto, California. Together they 
have a large, loving family who were there at 
every opportunity to lend their love and moral 
support. Pete is survived by his daughter, Lisa 
Kermode and sons: Brett Peterson, Jeff Peter-
son, Steve Peterson, Ken Katz, Kim Katz, 
Khris Katz, and Kurt Katz as well as his 
grandchildren, Jeff Cravens, Jesse Peterson, 
Shaun Peterson, Tanner Peterson, Matthew 
Peterson, Jordan Katz, Rebecca Hailstones, 
Kelly Kermode, Abigale Kermode, Chelsea 
Hanneyer, Jo Lynn Peterson, Hannah Peter-
son, Erika Webber, Brittaney Da Branca, 
Kendra Katz, Tara Katz and six great grand-

children. Pete is preceded in death by his par-
ents and oldest son, Chris Peterson. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and 
recognizing Gail W. ‘‘Pete’’ Peterson for his 
unwavering dedication to the Ceres Depart-
ment of Public Safety and the community at 
large. He was a true hero to his family, fellow 
officers and the City of Ceres; he will be deep-
ly missed by many. God bless him always. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER WELCH 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I would have 
voted ‘Aye’ on the Schiff of California Amend-
ment No. 6 to H.R. 2596. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOAN MARIE 
DONNELLY 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, on July 16, 
2010 at 2:45 p.m., an email was sent to proud 
grandparents to announce the birth of their 
seventeenth grandchild, born earlier that day, 
‘‘Mom and baby boy are both doing well’’. 
Joan Marie Donnelly had given birth to her 
son, Max. Her parents, Bob and Rose Mary 
Donnelly, were overjoyed and her husband 
and daughter, Todd and Sofie Marie, were 
preparing for little Max’s homecoming. What a 
spectacular moment in a family’s life. Unfortu-
nately, this abundance of happiness soon 
turned into tragedy. Joan suffered from ec-
lampsia and died at their home just days after 
giving birth on August 6, 2010. 

Worldwide, preeclampsia and other hyper-
tensive disorders of pregnancy are a leading 
cause of maternal and infant illness and 
death. Thousands of women and babies die or 
get very sick each year from preeclampsia, a 
life-threatening disorder that occurs only dur-
ing pregnancy and the postpartum period. Ec-
lampsia is a variant of preeclampsia that 
causes seizures to occur. For Joan, this trag-
edy could have been prevented, but instead 
Joan succumbed to a perfect storm of ne-
glected symptoms. 

‘‘The Donnelly Clan’’, a Catholic, Irish and 
Italian Family from West Virginia included Bob, 
Rose Mary and their nine children. Joan was 
their eighth child, born on May 24, 1967. Joan 
had a wonderful smile and a laugh that was 
contagious and she had dreams to travel, start 
a career, fall in love, have children, save ani-
mals, and help her family. Her dreams came 
true when she moved to Florida and started 
her 22-year career with Walt Disney World. 
She met Todd in 2001 when the two became 
good friends while traveling. They were mar-
ried in Florence, Italy in 2006. 

Joan had three pregnancies with two births 
as did her youngest sister, Mia. Their mother 
similarly had twelve pregnancies with nine 
births. These three women were each diag-
nosed with preeclampsia, are diabetic, and 
suffered miscarriages. The death of a child is 
one of the hardest obstacles in life. The pain 

of having your child go before you is unspeak-
able. 

Joan’s life was celebrated at her funeral 
mass on August 12, 2010 with over 300 
mourners. Joan will be remembered, not by 
her death, but by how she lived her life. 

Joan’s family has hope that changes can be 
made to federal law in honor of Joan to save 
women who are at high risk of preeclampsia 
from suffering as she did. The family advo-
cates for a number of reforms to prevent ec-
lampsia including better screening during 
pregnancy; proper testing; more education for 
patients and doctors on preeclampsia and ec-
lampsia; and longer hospital stays. Joan’s 
family will continue to educate the public about 
preeclampsia and eclampsia by talking about 
Joan to all that will listen so that her untimely 
death is not in vain. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KIWANIS 
INTERNATIONAL 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, congratula-
tions to Kiwanis International on the 100th an-
niversary of a global service organization of 
more than 600,000 members. Kiwanis club 
members contribute to their communities in 
countless ways through service projects and 
fundraising. Along with the recognition of this 
milestone day, Kiwanis clubs in Bucks County 
have carried on the Kiwanis mission of chang-
ing the world, one child and one community at 
a time. Each year, Kiwanis raises more than 
(U.S.) $100 million and acquires 18.5 million 
volunteer hours toward strengthening their 
communities and serving children. In addition 
to its community work, The Eliminate Project 
is a notable Kiwanis campaign that focuses on 
saving and protecting millions of mothers and 
their future children. In partnership with 
UNICEF, the clubs are working to eliminate a 
disease that kills one baby every 11 minutes 
and has pledged to raise (U.S.) $110 million 
toward this life-saving goal. Again, congratula-
tions for 100 years of dedicated service to the 
worldwide and local communities and best 
wishes for future success. 

f 

HONORING CINDY HALEY 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Cindy Haley on her 20th anni-
versary working at the Texas County Food 
Pantry in Houston, Missouri. The food pantry 
assists those in the community in need of 
food, clothing, health care, and shelter. 

Mrs. Haley began her work at the food pan-
try in May of 1995 and has set a wonderful 
example of hard work and selflessness. Today 
she serves as the food pantry’s patient advo-
cate, bookkeeper and grant writer and has 
helped bring more than 3 million dollars to 
Texas County over the past two decades. The 
food pantry will be celebrating with a party for 
Mrs. Haley on June 17th. 
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Mrs. Haley has provided support to so many 

in the Texas County community, and I truly 
admire her strength and dedication to helping 
others. It is my pleasure to recognize her ef-
forts and accomplishments before the House 
of Representatives. 

f 

HONORING TIM SPOHN 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. I would like to submit 
the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, Tim Spohn has ably served the 
citizens of the City of Industry for eight 
years on the City Council (2007–2015) and 
served the citizens of the City of Industry as 
Mayor for two years; and 

Whereas, Tim Spohn championed regional 
economic strength and stability for the en-
tire San Gabriel Valley by promoting manu-
facturing, trade, retail, construction, and fi-
nancial industries, to name just a few, as a 
public servant for the City of Industry; and 

Whereas, Tim Spohn provided counsel and 
guidance for residents and fellow elected of-
ficials of the San Gabriel Valley with his 
commitment to regional government by 
serving as a representative on the San Ga-
briel Valley Council of Governments; and 

Whereas, Tim Spohn provided leadership 
on critical regional issues of mobility, air 
quality, transportation control measures, 
and communications as a member of the 
Southern California Association of Govern-
ments’ Transportation Committee for five 
years; and championed the concerns of San 
Gabriel Valley residents while serving as a 
member of the Ad-Hoc Regional Transpor-
tation Plan Committee; and 

Whereas, Tim Spohn served on the San Ga-
briel Valley Council of Governments’ Trans-
portation Committee for eight years pro-
viding policy recommendations and tech-
nical expertise on transportation programs 
and infrastructure improvements; and was a 
delegate and Board Member of the Gateway 
Cities Council of Governments: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Recognized, That Mayor Tim Spohn of the 
City of Industry has made enduring con-
tributions to the State of California; and we 
applaud his sacrifice and commitment to the 
well-being of families and to neighborhoods; 
and we encourage all to honor the leadership 
and service he provided for San Gabriel Val-
ley residents. 

f 

IRS BUREAUCRACY REDUCTION 
AND JUDICIAL REVIEW ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the Trade Preferences Extension 
Act, which will extend important trade pref-
erences to our partners around the world. 

First, this bill extends the African Growth 
and Opportunity Act (AGOA) until September 
2025. This will expand preferences and re-
duce trade barriers with African countries and 
foster U.S. investment in the region. It will also 
help to promote social and economic develop-
ment and empower farmers and women 
through sustainable agriculture assistance. 

The bill also retroactively renews and up-
dates the General System of Preferences 
(GSP), which reduces trade barriers by allow-
ing various products from developing countries 
to enter into the U.S. duty-free. This program 
expired in July 2013 and I am glad to see that 
it has finally been renewed. 

It also extends trade preferences with Haiti 
and ensures that we continue to assist Haiti’s 
recovery and support its economy. In addition, 
the bill will also help outerwear and footwear 
imports by reducing duty rates and creating a 
new category of product that will include pro-
tective active footwear. 

I am also pleased that it strikes the Medi-
care pay-for found in the Trade Adjustment 
Assistance package and replaces it with a dif-
ferent offset that I helped identify. In addition, 
I am pleased that this bill will support commu-
nity banks by reducing burdensome reporting 
requirements. These measures represent a 
significant effort to reduce trade barriers and 
support our partners around the world and I 
urge a YES vote. I hope that the Senate will 
pass this legislation expeditiously and send it 
to the President’s desk. 

f 

HONORING JESSICA OCAMPO FOR 
RECEIVING THE 2015 CONGRES-
SIONAL AWARD GOLD MEDAL 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a young leader from North Flor-
ida who has been selected as a winner of the 
2015 Congressional Gold Medal Award. Jes-
sica Ocampo has shown incredible dedication 
in completing the rigorous challenges that the 
Gold Medal demands. She has set and 
achieved goals in volunteer public service, 
personal development, physical fitness, and 
exploration. Ms. Ocampo and her comrade, 
Sabrina Saintil, are the first two Congressional 
Gold Medal recipients from the 4th District of 
Florida and I could not be more proud to rec-
ognize both of them. 

Ms. Ocampo is currently studying at Florida 
State College of Jacksonville and plans to at-
tend the University of North Florida after her 
graduation. She tutors her fellow students in 
Spanish at FSCJ and despite the huge load of 
requirements the Gold Medal requires, she still 
finds time to work in a doctor’s office during 
her free time. This inspiring young woman has 
shown incredible passion, not only in her pur-
suit of education, but also in her work to better 
the greater Jacksonville community. 

As a part of their exploration requirement for 
the Award, Ms. Ocampo planned and went on 
a historical journey that began in Savannah, 
Georgia. From there, she ventured through the 
historic downtown section of the city and pro-
ceeded to Koinonia Farms, the birthplace of 
Habitat for Humanity. From there, she trav-
elled to President Jimmy Carter’s home in 
Plains, Georgia, followed by a trip to Global 
Village, a model village containing various 
types of homes built in Habitat for Humanity 
communities worldwide. Their last stop on the 
historical exploration was the Kingsley Planta-
tion back in Jacksonville. 

I am so proud of what this young woman 
has accomplished. When I look at all that she 

has done, I am not worried about the future of 
this great nation, for we will surely have great 
people to lead it. I would also like to take this 
time to recognize Kathy Christensen from 
Habitat for Humanity, who served as Ms. 
Ocampo’s adult advisor and has been essen-
tial to the success of this program in Jackson-
ville. Thank you, Ms. Christensen, for all that 
you do and for your constant assistance and 
support. 

I first met Ms. Ocampo back in 2012, and 
since then she has grown both as an indi-
vidual and as member of the Jacksonville 
community. I could not be happier with Ms. 
Ocampo’s success in receiving the Congres-
sional Gold Medal Award, as it stands as 
proof of a culmination of years of hard work 
and sacrifice. Mr. Speaker, please join me in 
congratulating this young leader of Northeast 
Florida. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TERRY COLLINS 
FOR HER OUTSTANDING PER-
FORMANCE WITHIN THE GRAND 
ISLAND AND BUFFALO COMMU-
NITY 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I stand before 
you today to recognize and honor Mrs. Terry 
Lynn Collins for her hard work and commit-
ment to the Grand Island community. Mrs. 
Collins is this year’s recipient of Accu 
Theranostic’s annual award and is being hon-
ored for her professional achievements as well 
as her active participation in many local 
groups. 

Mrs. Collins lived on Grand Island before 
marrying her husband Tim. The couple moved 
back to Grand Island in 1992 and, shortly 
after, had their younger son Joe. Their older 
son Matt is 24 and works in finance in Man-
hattan, NY. Joe is now 23 and is in his first 
year of law school. She remains active in the 
Cub Scouts, the GI Soccer Club, the Parent 
Teacher Association, the Knights of Colum-
bus, the Network in Aging, and WordPress 
meetup. 

Furthermore, Mrs. Collins has made her 
mark in the business world. She received her 
BS in Electrical Engineering from the State 
University of NY at Buffalo as well as an MBA 
from Canisius College. Mrs. Collins serves as 
the president of Maroon Technology Ltd of 
Grand Island. She is also a Sales and Mar-
keting professional with a strong background 
in Software Engineering. Mrs. Collins is a 
small business owner who serves many cli-
ents in Grand Island. Her firm is on the cutting 
edge of business marketing and web design. 

Her professional affiliations include Beta 
Gamma Sigma Business Honor Society, 
Sandler Strategic Sales, President’s Club, and 
Toastmasters. She also is a Director on the 
Grand Island Chamber of Commerce. Mrs. 
Collins will be joined by family and friends for 
the presentation of the award on June 24th. 
The event and dinner begins at 6PM at River 
Oaks on Grand Island. 
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Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me the 

opportunity to honor Mrs. Terry Lynn Collins. 
I ask that my colleagues join me in congratu-
lating Mrs. Collins on her professional success 
and local involvement. Her leadership in busi-
ness and technology has enhanced opportuni-
ties in Western New York and positively im-
pacted the community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COMMANDER DAVID 
OVERCASH FOR RECEIVING THE 
REAR ADMIRAL EDWIN T. 
LAYTON LEADERSHIP AWARD 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Commander David Overcash, a 
naval intelligence officer with Commander 
Submarine Group (COMSUBGRU) 7, for re-
ceiving the Rear Admiral Edwin T. Layton 
Leadership Award. 

A Chambersburg, Pennsylvania native, 
Commander Overcash currently serves our 
country as deputy chief of staff for Intelligence 
at Commander Submarine Group 7, which 
controls submarine activity from the Western 
Pacific to the Indian Ocean. I congratulate 
Commander Overcash on his receiving this 
award, which recognizes mid to senior active 
or reserve component intelligence officers, 
chief warrant officers, and enlisted personnel 
for outstanding leadership and mentorship in 
naval intelligence performance. 

On behalf of the Ninth District of Pennsyl-
vania, I want to thank Commander Overcash 
for his service, and moreover highlight the 
sense of purpose with which he serves. He 
has exemplified the selfless drive that is a 
hallmark of the brave men and women who 
defend our country, and this award is a well- 
deserved acknowledgment of that spirit of sac-
rifice. 

It is my honor to recognize Commander 
Overcash and congratulate him for receiving 
the Rear Admiral Edwin T. Layton Leadership 
Award. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL J. MATTHEW 
LISSNER 

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Colonel J. Matthew Lissner of the 
United States Army Reserve. Colonel Lissner 
has served in all three components of the 
Army (Active, National Guard, and Army Re-
serve) for over 28 years. Currently he serves 
as the Congressional Legislative Liaison for 
the 99th Regional Support Command, sta-
tioned at Fort Dix, New Jersey. 

Colonel Lissner will leave his post as a Leg-
islative Liaison to join the faculty of the U.S. 
Army War College in August of this year. I am 
grateful for his life of service to the Army, and 
wish him well as he transitions into his new 
assignment in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

A career Infantry Officer, Colonel Lissner re-
ceived his commission from the Officer Can-

didate School in 1988. His education includes 
a Bachelor of Science in Physical Education 
(Teaching) from Manhattan College in 1979, a 
Master of Arts in Exercise Physiology from In-
diana State University in 1985, and a Master 
of Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War 
College in 2007. 

Prior to assignment as a Legislative Liaison, 
Colonel Lissner held a wide variety of infantry 
assignments through battalion level, and a 
number of staff positions at higher commands 
such as the Training and Doctrine Command 
(TRADOC), Third U.S. Army, U.S. Joint 
Forces Command, and I Corps. His combat 
deployments include Operation Just Cause 
(Panama), Operation Iraqi Freedom/Operation 
Enduring Freedom (Kuwait), and Operation 
Iraqi Freedom (Iraq). 

Although he is a highly decorated Soldier 
with more than 28 years of service to his cred-
it, perhaps his most notable accomplishments 
have occurred off of the parade field. For ex-
ample, prior to beginning his military service, 
Colonel Lissner worked with severely mentally 
and physically handicapped children, taught 
Physical Education, and coached a variety of 
sports at the scholastic and collegiate levels. 

A diverse individual, Matt’s interests include 
all sports, camping, and hunting with his five 
great kids—Kaitlyn, MariPat, Jessie, Lanie, 
and Robert—without whose love and support 
none of his accomplishments would have 
been possible. It is only fair and proper to ac-
knowledge their tireless support as he worked 
tirelessly on his assigned duties. Let us thank 
them all for their sacrifices and wish them con-
tinued success in the future. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
June 18, 2015 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
JUNE 23 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing 

and Urban Development, and Related 
Agencies 

Business meeting to markup an original 
bill entitled, ‘‘Transportation, Housing 
and Urban Development, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

SD–138 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the National Flood Insurance Program. 

SD–538 
Committee on the Budget 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine measuring 

the true cost of regulations, focusing 
on lessons from Great Britain and Can-
ada on implementing regulatory re-
forms. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine an update 

on the recalls of defective Takata air 
bags and NHTSA’s vehicle safety ef-
forts. 

SR–253 
11 a.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Atul Keshap, of Virginia, to be 
Ambassador to the Democratic Social-
ist Republic of Sri Lanka, and to serve 
concurrently and without additional 
compensation as Ambassador to the 
Republic of Maldives, and Alaina B. 
Teplitz, of Illinois, to be Ambassador 
to the Federal Democratic Republic of 
Nepal. 

SD–419 
2 p.m. 

Committee on Environment and Public 
Works 

Subcommittee on Clean Air and Nuclear 
Safety 

To hold hearings to examine the impacts 
of EPA’s proposed carbon regulations 
on energy costs for American busi-
nesses, rural communities and families, 
including S. 1324, to require the Admin-
istrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to fulfill certain require-
ments before regulating standards of 
performance for new, modified, and re-
constructed fossil fuel-fired electric 
utility generating units. 

SD–406 
3 p.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Departments of Labor, 

Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and Related Agencies 

Business meeting to markup an original 
bill entitled, ‘‘Labor, Health and 
Human Services, Education, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2016’’. 

SD–138 

JUNE 24 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
Business meeting to consider S. 742, to 

appropriately limit the authority to 
award bonuses to employees, S. 1411, to 
amend the Act of August 25, 1958, com-
monly known as the ‘‘Former Presi-
dents Act of 1958’’, with respect to the 
monetary allowance payable to a 
former President, S. 1550, to amend 
title 31, United States Code, to estab-
lish entities tasked with improving 
program and project management in 
certain Federal agencies, S. 1073, to 
amend the Improper Payments Elimi-
nation and Recovery Improvement Act 
of 2012, including making changes to 
the Do Not Pay initiative, for improved 
detection, prevention, and recovery of 
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improper payments to deceased indi-
viduals, S. 1580, to allow additional ap-
pointing authorities to select individ-
uals from competitive service certifi-
cates, S. 1090, to amend the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act to provide eligi-
bility for broadcasting facilities to re-
ceive certain disaster assistance, S. 
1115, to close out expired, empty grant 
accounts, S. 779, to provide for Federal 
agencies to develop public access poli-
cies relating to research conducted by 
employees of that agency or from funds 
administered by that agency, S. 310, to 
prohibit the use of Federal funds for 
the costs of painting portraits of offi-
cers and employees of the Federal Gov-
ernment, S. 991, to establish the Com-
mission on Evidence-Based Policy-
making, H.R. 1626, to reduce duplica-
tion of information technology at the 
Department of Homeland Security, 
H.R. 1640, to direct the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to submit to Con-
gress a report on the Department of 
Homeland Security headquarters con-
solidation project in the National Cap-
ital Region, H.R. 728, to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 7050 Highway BB in 
Cedar Hill, Missouri, as the ‘‘Sergeant 
First Class William B. Woods, Jr. Post 
Office’’, H.R. 891, to designate the facil-
ity of the United States Postal Service 
located at 141 Paloma Drive in 
Floresville, Texas, as the ‘‘Floresville 
Veterans Post Office Building’’, H.R. 
1326, to designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 
2000 Mulford Road in Mulberry, Flor-
ida, as the ‘‘Sergeant First Class Dan-
iel M. Ferguson Post Office’’, H.R. 1350, 
to designate the facility of the United 

States Postal Service located at 442 
East 167th Street in Bronx, New York, 
as the ‘‘Herman Badillo Post Office 
Building’’, an original bill entitled, 
‘‘District of Columbia Court Services 
and Offender Supervision Agency Act 
of 2015’’, an original bill entitled, ‘‘EIN-
STEIN Act of 2015’’, an original bill en-
titled, ‘‘Representative Payee Fraud 
Prevention Act of 2015’’, an original 
bill entitled, ‘‘Saving Federal Dollars 
Through Better Use of Government 
Purchase and Travel Cards Act of 
2015’’, and an original to actively re-
cruit members of the Armed Forces 
who are separating from military serv-
ice to serve as Customs and Border 
Protection Officers, and the nomina-
tions of Carol Fortine Ochoa, of Vir-
ginia, to be Inspector General, General 
Services Administration, and Steven 
M. Wellner, and William Ward Nooter, 
both to be an Associate Judge of the 
Superior Court of the District of Co-
lumbia. 

SD–342 
2:15 p.m. 

Committee on Indian Affairs 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

demanding results to end Native youth 
suicides. 

SD–628 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine pending 

health care and benefits legislation. 
SR–418 

JUNE 25 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry 

To hold hearings to examine country of 
origin labeling and trade retaliation, 

focusing on what’s at stake for Amer-
ica’s farmers, ranchers, businesses, and 
consumers. 

SD–G50 

JULY 7 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 

Forestry 
To hold hearings to examine highly path-

ogenic avian influenza, focusing on the 
impact on the United States poultry 
sector and protecting United States 
poultry flocks. 

SR–328A 

JULY 8 

2:15 p.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism 

To hold hearings to examine cyber crime, 
focusing on modernizing our legal 
framework for the information age. 

SD–226 

JULY 9 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the back- 

end of the nuclear fuel cycle and re-
lated legislation, including S. 854, to 
establish a new organization to manage 
nuclear waste, provide a consensual 
process for siting nuclear waste facili-
ties, ensure adequate funding for man-
aging nuclear waste. 

SD–366 
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