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years. I have already done 1 and will
end my term in 2016. However, the
other three elected members of the ex-
ecutive board are up for reelection for
a l-year term.

The candidates are:

Jim Walsh of New York for vice
president

Martin Frost of Texas for treasurer

Mary Bono of California for sec-
retary.

All in favor of electing these three
former Members of our executive com-
mittee, please say, ‘‘yea.” Any obp-
posed? Hearing no opposition, the slate
has been elected by this membership.

The executive board is completed by
Connie Morella, who is an unelected of-
ficer in her capacity as immediate past
president.

Now it is my sad duty to inform the
Congress of those former and current
Members who have passed away since
our last report in July. I ask all of you,
including the visitors in the gallery, to
rise as I read the names. At the end of
the list, we will pay our respect to
their memory with a moment of si-
lence. We honor these men and women
for their service to our country. They
are:

Donald Albosta of Michigan

Bruce Alger of Texas

Herman Badillo of New York

Edward Brooke of Massachusetts

M. Caldwell Butler of Virginia

Thomas Cass Ballenger of North
Carolina

Don H. Clausen of California

Phil Crane of Illinois

Lane Evans of Illinois

Bill Frenzel of Minnesota

Robert Griffin of Michigan

George Hansen of Idaho

Herbert Harris of Virginia

Jim Jeffords of Vermont

Robert W. Kastenmeier of Wisconsin

John Krebs of California

Arch A. Moore, Jr., of West Virginia

John M. Murphy of New York

John T. Myers of Indiana

Alan Nunnelee of Mississippi

Peter Peyser of New York

Marge Roukema of New Jersey

Fernando J. St. Germain of Rhode Is-
land

Robert Tiernan of Rhode Island

James A. Traficant of Ohio

Jim Wright of Texas

C.W. Bill Young of Florida

Please observe a moment of silence.

That concludes the 4b5th report to
Congress by the United States Associa-
tion of Former Members of Congress.
We thank the Congress, the Speaker,
and the minority leader for giving us
the opportunity to return to this re-
vered Chamber and to report on our as-
sociation’s activities. We look forward
to another active and productive year.

Thank you.

Mr. WALSH. The Chair again wishes
to thank all former Members of the
House for their presence and this con-
tinuing commitment to this high call-
ing of public service.

Before terminating the proceedings,
the Chair would like to invite those
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former Members who did not respond
when the roll was called to give their
names to the Reading Clerk for inclu-
sion on the roll.

This concludes our meeting today.
We stand adjourned.

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We strive to be one Nation, indivis-
ible, constant in vigilance, and seeking
liberty and justice for all. Because we
are too weak to find total accomplish-
ment in these things, we place our
trust in You. Help us to be a virtuous
people, responsible for upholding the
sound principles that brought our
country into being.

May law and order not only be words
echoing in the halls of government and
the courts of this land but words de-
scribing how all Americans live out
their citizenship and ownership of the
commonwealth of our great Nation.

Bless the Members of this people’s
House, who have been entrusted by
their constituents to usher an ever
greater future into existence in our
land. May they model for all Ameri-
cans class, openness, and honesty in
the work they do.

May everything done here this day be
for Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. HAHN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. HAHN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———
REPEAL MEDICAL DEVICE TAX

(Mr. KATKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my support for bipar-
tisan legislation before the House, the
Protect Medical Innovation Act of 2015,
to permanently repeal the onerous
medical device tax.

This medical device tax has con-
demned our manufacturers of medical
devices in the United States to less
competition and being less competitive
throughout the world. These manufac-
turers are now competing with one arm
tied behind their backs because of this
onerous tax. It has had serious con-
sequences across this great land for
companies—job losses, jobs moving
overseas, less innovation, and fewer
products coming to market.

This morning was another great ex-
ample of that because I got word that
the largest medical manufacturer in
my district, Welch Allyn, was just
bought out. Those jobs are now in jeop-
ardy, hundreds and hundreds of well-
paying jobs. They did this strictly be-
cause they couldn’t compete at their
size because of all of the things that
were against them, including the med-
ical device tax.

There is no question that the medical
device tax played a role in their having
to sell, and there is no question that
the medical device tax has now put
hundreds of well-paying jobs in jeop-
ardy in central New York.

I ask my colleagues to join me in re-
pealing this onerous tax.

SONS AND DAUGHTERS IN TOUCH

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor Sons and Daughters In Touch, an
organization which supports and con-
nects children whose parents were
killed in battle, called Gold Star Chil-
dren.

Sons and Daughters In Touch was
founded by my friend Tony Cordero,
who lost his father in Vietnam when he
was just 2 years old. This past Monday,
I laid a wreath at the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier in Arlington Cemetery
and visited the grave of Tony’s father,
William.

Thousands of families rely on Sons
and Daughters In Touch to help them
through the process of healing and to
honor the memory of their moms and
dads. Sons and Daughters In Touch will
celebrate its 26th anniversary this Fa-
ther’s Day, with a remembrance at the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

We have a shared responsibility to
care for the children whose parents
have made the ultimate sacrifice for
our country. I have introduced a reso-
lution in honor of Sons and Daughters
In Touch, recognizing the importance
of this organization and the strength of
the families it represents.

MARRIAGE

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, with the
Supreme Court about to rule on the
legal definition of marriage, I rise in
support of States like Pennsylvania
that have defined marriage as between
a man and a woman.

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
was founded on religious tolerance by
William Penn. In Europe, whoever was
most popular and powerful in a given
place and time tried to force minorities
to violate their beliefs, and that was
why so many different groups of people
came to America and particularly to
Pennsylvania, religious minorities
such as the Quakers, the Amish, the
Mennonites, the Moravians, and others.

Philadelphia has the most syna-
gogues per capita of any city in the
United States. Pittsburgh and Harris-
burg also have significant Jewish popu-
lations. Pennsylvania continues the
tradition of respecting each other, even
when they disagree.

We hear a lot of talk about diversity
these days, but many of those same
people who tell us they want diversity
are also trying to force their views on
others by law. States that, through the
democratic process, have defined mar-
riage should not be overridden by five
Federal unelected judges.

————
FUND THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES
OF HEALTH

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, globally,
the National Institutes of Health

works to protect against bioterrorist
attacks and disease outbreaks. Domes-
tically, its groundbreaking research
provides treatments and cures for dev-
astating diseases, such as Alzheimer’s
and cancer; and the more than 400,000
jobs provided through the National In-
stitutes of Health bolster our economy.

However, when we account for infla-
tion, funding for the National Insti-
tutes of Health peaked in 2003. This
budgetary reality has forced the NIH to
administer fewer competitive research
grants, to admit fewer new patients to
its clinical trials, and to ultimately
fall behind in scientific discoveries.

Mr. Speaker, America cannot afford
to continue to underfund the National
Institutes of Health. This is why I
started the House NIH Caucus with
Representatives ROSA DELAURO and
PETER KING. I urge my colleagues to
join us as we work together to develop
a plan to increase the purchasing
power of the National Institutes of
Health. The time to act is now.

————

MEN’S HEALTH WEEK

(Mr. MULLIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, men don’t
usually like to talk about their health,
but the well-being of every man in the
United States is an important topic.
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Mr. Speaker, this week is National
Men’s Health Week, a time when we
have the opportunity to have a serious
conversation about our health.

Despite advances in medical tech-
nology and research, men continue to
live an average of 5 years less than
women. Even more, men are less likely
than women to seek preventative care.
As a co-chair of the bipartisan Congres-
sional Men’s Health Caucus, I am also
committed to teaching our youth the
importance of eating right and getting
exercise.

As we celebrate this week, Mr.
Speaker, I encourage all husbands,
brothers, fathers, sons, uncles—and we
may even need to have a talk with our-
selves—to make sure that we are tak-
ing the steps to stay healthy.

———
IRAN SANCTIONS

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about one of the great-
est security threats that our Nation
and world face today, the threat of a
nuclear Iran.

I greatly respect all of the hard work
that the White House, the State De-
partment, and the Department of En-
ergy have put forth in developing the
framework for a Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, and I strongly urge them to con-
tinue these negotiations over the com-
ing weeks. It is vitally important that
the U.S. employ every means of diplo-
matic persuasion at their disposal in
order to reach a peaceful resolution
that prevents Iran from obtaining a nu-
clear weapon.

I would also like to encourage all of
the negotiating partners to ensure that
a final agreement includes the fol-
lowing: unfettered inspections and a
verification system, the disclosure of
Iran’s past military actions in pursuing
a nuclear weapon, gradual sanctions re-
lief that progresses only as Iran meets
its obligations under the agreement,
long-term nuclear weapons prevention,
and the dismantlement of current nu-
clear infrastructure.

This agreement represents a turning
point towards peace in the security of
Israel, of the U.S., and of the world.
Let’s make sure we seize this historic
opportunity.

———

LACROIX: FRANCO AMERICAN OF
THE YEAR

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize an individual from
Manchester, New Hampshire, who has
been named Franco American of the
Year.

Gerald Cardinal Lacroix was born in
Quebec but moved to New Hampshire
while still a young boy. Lacroix at-
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tended Catholic schools in Manchester,
and he continued his studies at Saint
Anselm College before receiving de-
grees in theology from Laval Univer-
sity in Quebec.

In 1975, he entered religious life by
joining the Pius X Secular Institute.
Ordained a priest in 1988, Father
Lacroix served as a missionary in Co-
lombia. He then returned to North
America and was elected as director
general of the institute.

Consecrated as a bishop in 2009,
Lacroix began his service as an auxil-
iary bishop of the Archdiocese of Que-
bec. Two years later, he succeeded as
archbishop of Quebec and primate of
Canada, receiving his pallium from
Pope Benedict XVI. Most recently,
Pope Francis elevated Lacroix to the
College of Cardinals, appointing him a
cardinal-priest in Rome.

This is a tremendous accomplish-
ment. On behalf of the Granite State,
we are all proud of Cardinal Lacroix’s
accomplishments. He is truly worthy of
the title ‘“‘Franco American of the
Year.”

———

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE
EXPORT-IMPORT BANK

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, in 2
weeks, at a time when every American
has anxiety about the economy and is
wondering how he is going to make
ends meet, in 2 weeks, the Export-Im-
port Bank, absent action by this Con-
gress, will be allowed to expire and cost
this country and our economy hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs.

For the RECORD, let me read a com-
ment by the President:

Exports create and sustain jobs for mil-
lions of American workers and contribute to
the growth and strength of the TUnited
States’ economy. The Export-Import Bank
contributes in a significant way to our Na-
tion’s export sales.

That is a comment from the Presi-
dent, President Ronald Reagan.

This is not an ideological debate be-
tween thoughtful participants in the
legislative process. There are extreme
voices for ideological purposes on the
far right that oppose the Export-Im-
port Bank and its work, but a majority
of this Congress and a majority of the
American people would like to see it
reauthorized.

We were sent here to do the people’s
work, and I think it is long past time
for the majority of Congress to have its
voice heard and for the majority of the
American people to have its interests
represented.

We should reauthorize the Export-
Import Bank and save hundreds of
thousands of American jobs.

———————

REPEAL THE INDEPENDENT
PAYMENT ADVISORY BOARD
(Mr. GIBBS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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