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selling, or possessing the species, and a 1962
amendment expanded protection to the gold-
en eagle, thereby establishing the Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act;

Whereas, by 1963, there were only an esti-
mated 417 nesting pairs of bald eagles re-
maining in the lower 48 States, with loss of
habitat, poaching, and the use of pesticides
and other environmental contaminants con-
tributing to the near demise of the national
bird of the United States;

Whereas the bald eagle was officially de-
clared an endangered species in 1967 under
the Endangered Species Preservation Act of
1966 (Public Law 89-669; 80 Stat. 926) in all
areas of the United States south of the 40th
parallel due to the dramatic decline in the
population of the bald eagle in the lower 48
States;

Whereas the Endangered Species Act (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) was signed into law in
1973, and, in 1978, the bald eagle was listed as
‘“‘endangered’” throughout the lower 48
states, except in Michigan, Minnesota, Or-
egon, Washington, and Wisconsin, where it
was designated as ‘‘threatened’’;

Whereas, in July 1995, the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service announced that
bald eagles in the lower 48 States had recov-
ered to the point where populations of bald
eagles previously considered ‘‘endangered’”
were now considered ‘‘threatened’’;

Whereas bald eagles residing in the lower
48 States rebounded to about 11,000 pairs by
2007;

Whereas the United States Department of
Interior and the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service removed the bald eagle from
Endangered Species Act protection on June
28, 2007, but the species continues to be pro-
tected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Pro-
tection Act of 1940 (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 (16 U.S.C.
703 et seq.), and the Lacey Act of 1900 and the
amendments thereto (16 U.S.C. 3371 et seq.);

Whereas the trained, educational bald
eagle ‘‘Challenger’” of the American Eagle
Foundation in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, was
invited by the United States Department of
the Interior to perform a free-flight dem-
onstration during the official bald eagle
delisting ceremony held at the Jefferson Me-
morial in Washington, DC;

Whereas experts and population growth
charts estimate that the bald eagle popu-
lation could reach 15,000 pairs by 2015, even
though a physical count has not been con-
ducted by State and Federal wildlife agen-
cies since 2007;

Whereas caring and concerned agencies,
corporations, organizations, and people of
the United States representing the Federal,
State, and private sectors passionately and
resourcefully banded together, determined to
save and protect the national bird of the
United States;

Whereas the recovery of the bald eagle pop-
ulation in the United States was largely ac-
complished due to dedicated and vigilant ef-
forts of Federal and State wildlife agencies
and non-profit organizations, such as the
American Eagle Foundation, through public
education, captive breeding and release pro-
grams, hacking and release programs, and
the translocation of bald eagles from places
in the United States with dense bald eagle
populations to suitable locations in the
lower 48 States which had suffered a decrease
in bald eagle populations;

Whereas various non-profit organizations,
such as the Southeastern Raptor Center at
Auburn University in the State of Alabama,
contribute to the continuing recovery of the
bald eagle through rehabilitation and edu-
cational efforts;

Whereas the bald eagle might have been
lost permanently if not for dedicated con-
servation efforts, and strict protection laws
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like the Endangered Species Act of 1973, the
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of
1940, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918,
and the Lacey Act; and

Whereas the sustained recovery of the bald
eagle population will require the continu-
ation of recovery, management, education,
and public awareness programs to ensure
that the population numbers and habitat of
the bald eagle will remain healthy and se-
cure for generations to come: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 20, 2015, as ‘‘American
Eagle Day’’;

(2) applauds the issuance of bald eagle
commemorative coins by the Secretary of
the Treasury as a way to generate critical
funds for the protection of the bald eagle;
and

(3) encourages—

(A) educational entities, organizations,
businesses, conservation groups, and govern-
ment agencies with a shared interest in con-
serving endangered species to collaborate
and develop educational tools for use in the
public schools of the United States; and

(B) the people of the United States to ob-
serve American Eagle Day with appropriate
ceremonies and other activities.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2058. Mr. COONS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1463 proposed by Mr. McCAIN to the bill
H.R. 1735, to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2016 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2059. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

———
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2058. Mr. COONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr.
McCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2016
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

On page 599, after line 21, add the fol-
lowing:

(g) ENHANCED SCOPE OF AUTHORITY.—Sub-
section (a)(1) of such section, as amended by
subsection (b)(1) of this section, is further
amended by inserting after ‘‘activities de-
scribed in paragraph (2)”’ the following: ‘¢, to
support the security cooperation objectives
of the United States,”.

(h) PROCEDURES.—Such section, as amend-
ed by subsections (b) through (f) of this sec-
tion, is further amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (c)
through (g) as subsections (d) through (h),
respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing new subsection (c):

“(c) COORDINATION OF ACTIVITIES.—The
Chief of the National Guard Bureau shall
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designate a director for each State and terri-
tory to be responsible for the coordination of
activities under a program established under
subsection (a) for such State or territory and
reporting on activities under the program.”.

(i) ANNUAL REPORT.—Paragraph (2)(B) of
subsection (f) of such section, as redesig-
nated by subsection (h)(1) of this section, is
amended—

(1) in clause (iii), by inserting ‘‘or other
government organizations’ after ‘‘and secu-
rity forces’’;

(2) in clause (iv), by adding at the end be-
fore the period the following: ‘‘and country’’;

(3) in clause (v), by striking ‘‘training’’ and
inserting ‘‘activities’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(vi) An assessment of the extent to which
the activities conducted during the previous
year met the objectives described in clause
).,

SA 2059. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr.
McCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2016
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title XVI, add
the following:

SEC. 1628. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON MILITARY IN-
FORMATION SUPPORT OPERATIONS.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) military information support oper-
ations are an important component of De-
partment of Defense communications efforts
and provide commanders with a valuable
tool to shape the operational environment;
and

(2) the Secretary of Defense should develop
creative and agile concepts, technologies,
and strategies to more effectively counter
and degrade the ability of state and non-
state adversaries to persuade, inspire, and
recruit using both traditional and emerging
forms of communication and information re-
lated-capabilities.

———————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
June 17, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room SR-253
of the Russell Senate Office Building to
conduct a Subcommittee hearing enti-
tled ‘“‘Oversight of the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on June 17,
2015, at 9:30 a.m. in room SD-406 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Oversight of
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