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House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

————

PRAYER

Pastor Randy Bezet, Bayside Com-
munity Church, Bradenton, Florida, of-
fered the following prayer:

Lord God, we humbly come before
You today, and we thank You for Your
love and Your Grace and Your peace
that is made available to us all.

God, we ask for Your divine wisdom
and guidance here today, for You and
You alone know the future and the
things that are to come. We ask that
You would lead us in the decisions we
are a part of and that You would give
us boldness to honor You.

Would You empower every man and
woman in this room to use the life You
have given them for good? Let us be
leaders who follow Your example, lead-
ers who love sacrificially, give self-
lessly, and serve graciously. May we all
do our best to impact this incredible
Nation of ours for the better.

We ask Your blessing on this House
and on our United States of America.

In the name of Jesus, we pray.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Washington (Mrs. MCMOR-
RIS RODGERS) come forward and lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING PASTOR RANDY
BEZET

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
BUCHANAN) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, it is
an honor for me to welcome to the
United States Capitol a tremendous
community and spiritual leader, Pastor
Randy Bezet, who led us in the opening
prayer this morning.

Pastor Bezet is the senior and found-
ing pastor of Bayside Community
Church, which has several campuses lo-
cated throughout my district. His
church has been at the forefront of
strengthening, encouraging, and serv-
ing the people of Sarasota and Bra-
denton, Florida. The pastor is an inspi-
rational leader who mentors young
pastors who are also passionate about
revitalizing and restoring local church-
es in their communities.

I applaud the work and service the
pastor and his church do in southwest
Florida. It is a great honor and a privi-
lege for me to welcome the pastor be-
fore Congress today.

————————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). The Chair will entertain up
to five further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

—————

HAPPY 104TH BIRTHDAY, EDNA
YODER

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today for a very special occasion, to

wish my grandmother, Edna Yoder, a
happy 104th birthday. That is right.
She is 104 years of age. The Lord has
blessed my grandmother with great
health and longevity, and I cannot be
more thankful for her or proud of my
grandmother on her birthday this up-
coming Sunday.

She is a true example of what has
made America such a strong and vi-
brant nation. Born in 1911 and one of 14
children, she worked tirelessly on the
farm, milking cows at dawn and bring-
ing in the wheat harvest in the hot
Kansas sun.

She has seen hard times, and she has
seen good times over the past 104 years
with a front seat to the great American
century, but through it all, her faith in
God and love of family define her life.
She is a sweet, caring, and loving
woman who continues to inspire me
each and every day in so many ways.

Today, Grandma, on behalf of the
United States House of Representa-
tives, I wish you a very happy 104th
birthday.

———

LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION
FUND

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the Land and Water
Conservation Fund, which is set to ex-
pire in less than 100 days, unless Con-
gress takes action.

We have a generational responsi-
bility to protect our Nation’s remain-
ing natural wilderness areas for our
children and grandchildren. For over 50
years, the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund has been an instrumental
tool in this effort, and it has been used
in almost every single county in the
United States.

LWCF protects and expands access to
recreational areas and preserves our
treasured natural and historic land-
scapes. It does not cost taxpayer

[J This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H4655



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-23T15:22:47-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




