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from State eugenics compensation pro-
grams from consideration in deter-
mining eligibility for, or the amount
of, Federal public benefits. My col-
leagues, Senator RICHARD BURR, Sen-
ator ToM CARPER, Senator TIM KAINE,
and Senator MARK WARNER have agreed
to cosponsor the bill. In addition, Con-
gressman PATRICK MCHENRY will intro-
duce a companion bill in the House of
Representatives.

A dark chapter in American history,
eugenics and compulsory sterilization
laws were implemented in the first dec-
ades of the 20th century by more than
30 States, leading to the forced steri-
lization of more than 60,000 disabled
citizens. Only California and Virginia
sterilized more citizens than North
Carolina under these laws, though
North Carolina was considered as hav-
ing the most aggressive State-run pro-
gram.

In 2013, North Carolina became the
first State in the country to enact leg-
islation to compensate living victims
of these forced-sterilization laws. Most
of the victims of the State-run eugen-
ics program were poor and disadvan-
taged individuals and many remain so
to this day. Therefore, concerns have
been raised in both States that the
compensation provided to the victims
could unintentionally render them in-
eligible under Federal law to continue
receiving Federal benefits that are sub-
ject to income thresholds. The bill in-
troduced today would specifically ex-
clude all payments from any State eu-
genics compensation program from
being used in determining eligibility
for, or the amount of, any public bene-
fits from the Federal government.

The implementation of State-run eu-
genics and sterilization programs rep-
resent a dark and shameful chapter in
our Nation’s history. While North
Carolina and Virginia have recently
created State compensation programs
to help victims recover from horrible
wrongs that have been perpetrated
against them in the past, Federal laws
can unintentionally punish victims
who receive eugenics compensation by
preventing them from receiving Fed-
eral benefits. This bipartisan legisla-
tion will ensure that will not happen.

I wish to offer a special, much de-
served thank you to my friend and
former colleague, North Carolina State
representative Larry Womble, who has
provided extraordinary leadership in
the decades-long fight for justice for
the living victims of North Carolina’s
eugenics program.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and
Mr. MERKLEY):

S. 1699. A bill to designate certain
land administered by the Bureau of
Land Management and the Forest
Service in the State of Oregon as wil-
derness and national recreation areas
and to make additional wild and scenic
river designations in the State of Or-
egon, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.
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Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I
am introducing the Oregon Wildlands
Act to designate hundreds of miles of
Oregon Rivers as Wild and Scenic, to
protect thousands of acres of beautiful
Oregon lands as National Recreation
Areas, and to expand Wilderness for
some of Oregon’s most treasured areas.

Oregon is a unique State and Orego-
nians take pride in the many natural
treasures throughout our diverse land-
scape. From the Oregon Coast to the
high desert of Eastern Oregon, our
State boasts some of the most beau-
tiful scenery, varied ecosystems, and
unmatched outdoor recreation opportu-
nities in the nation. Protecting these
lands and rivers ensures that they will
be treasured for generations to come.
Oregon’s rivers and landscapes are also
home to threatened and endangered
species, old-growth trees, and delicate
ecosystems that deserve the highest
protections.

Enjoying the outdoors is in Orego-
nians’ DNA—across the State, opportu-
nities to get outside and enjoy Or-
egon’s treasures bring in visitors from
all over the world and make residents
proud to call Oregon home. Protecting
the lands and waters that support
recreation is also an investment in our
rural economies. In Oregon alone, the
tourism industry employed more than
100,000 Oregonians during 2014 and gen-
erated $10.3 billion for the State’s econ-
omy. Nationwide, outdoor recreation
supports a $646 billion industry. Ensur-
ing that visitors have pristine rivers to
fish and float on, wilderness areas to
hike in, and recreation areas to explore
is a guaranteed way to make certain
that visitors will return year after
year.

All told, the bill designates approxi-
mately 118,000 acres of Recreation
Areas, approximately 2560 miles of Wild
and Scenic Rivers, and over 86,600 acres
of Wilderness. Each area offers signifi-
cant opportunities for recreation and
ecosystem protections.

The protections in this bill highlight

some of Oregon’s most environ-
mentally significant areas, such as
Devil’s Staircase near the Oregon

Coast. Devil’s Staircase is the epitome
of Wilderness in Oregon—it is rugged,
pristine, and remote, with hikers fol-
lowing elk and deer trails to navigate
the rugged terrain. My bill would pro-
tect approximately 30,540 acres as wil-
derness and 14.6 miles of Wasson Creek
and Franklin Creek, which run through
the Devil’s Staircase area as Wild and
Scenic Rivers. Devil’s Staircase is
home to the most remarkable old-
growth forest on Oregon’s Coast Range,
where giant Douglas-fir, cedar, and
hemlock support threatened and en-
dangered species habitat, such as mar-
bled murrelets and Northern Spotted
Owls.

My proposal would expand the Wild
Rogue Wilderness by approximately
56,100 acres and include an additional
125 miles to the incomparable Wild and
Scenic Rogue River. The Rogue is
world-renowned as a premier recre-
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ation destination for rafting and fish-
ing, with its free flowing waters start-
ing at Oregon’s Crater Lake National
Park and emptying into the Pacific
Ocean. Along the way, the Rogue River
flows through a diverse landscape and
its cold waters are the perfect habitat
for salmon—the river is home to runs
of Coho, spring and fall Chinook, and
winter and summer Steelhead. By pro-
tecting the Rogue River and its tribu-
taries we are protecting the fish and
wildlife that depend on clean, healthy
water. Additionally, the Wilderness ex-
pansion would protect the habitat for
bald eagles, osprey, spotted owls, bear,
elk, and cougars.

In addition, my proposal designates
approximately 35.2 miles of the Elk
River and 21.3 miles of the Molalla
River as a new recreational, scenic, and
wild rivers, and withdraws 19 miles of
the Chetco River, one of the most en-
dangered rivers in the country, from
mineral development. By protecting
hundreds of miles of Wild and Scenic
Rivers, as well as the lands that sur-
round those rivers, my proposal en-
sures that important wildlife habitat
can thrive, that Oregon’s treasured
recreation destinations remain scenic
and pristine, and that Oregonians con-
tinue to have clean sources of drinking
water.

I am pleased to be joined on this bill
by my colleague from Oregon Senator
JEFF MERKLEY who has worked closely
with me over the years to protect Or-
egon’s natural treasures.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 214—COM-
MEMORATING THE 85TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE DAUGHTERS
OF PENELOPE, A PREEMINENT
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S ASSO-
CIATION AND AN AFFILIATE OR-
GANIZATION OF THE AMERICAN
HELLENIC EDUCATIONAL PRO-
GRESSIVE ASSOCIATION

Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 214

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope is a
leading international organization of women
of Hellenic descent and of Philhellenes, that
was founded on November 16, 1929 in San
Francisco, California, to improve the status
and well-being of women and their families
and to provide women the opportunity to
make significant contributions to their com-
munities and country;

Whereas the mission of the Daughters of
Penelope is to promote philanthropy, edu-
cation, civic responsibility, good citizenship,
family and individual excellence, and the
ideals of ancient Greece, through community
service and volunteerism;

Whereas Daughters of Penelope chapters
sponsor affordable and dignified housing to
the senior citizen population of the United
States by participating in the supportive
housing for the elderly program established
under section 202 of the Housing Act of 1959
(12 U.S.C. 1701q);

Whereas Penelope House, a domestic vio-
lence shelter for women and their children
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sponsored by the Daughters of Penelope in
Mobile, Alabama, is the first of its kind in
the State of Alabama and is recognized as a
model shelter for others to emulate through-
out the United States;

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope also
sponsors Penelope’s Place, a domestic vio-
lence shelter in Brockton, Massachusetts;

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope Foun-
dation, Inc. supports the educational objec-
tives of the Daughters of Penelope by pro-
viding tens of thousands of dollars annually
for scholarships, sponsoring educational
seminars, and donating children’s books to
libraries, schools, shelters, and churches
through the Penelope’s Books program;

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope is the
first ethnic organization to submit to the Li-
brary of Congress oral history tapes, which
provide an oral history of first generation
Greek American women in the United
States;

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope pro-
motes awareness of and provides financial
support to charitable organizations, includ-
ing the University of Miami Sylvester Com-
prehensive Cancer Center (formerly the Pa-
panicolaou Cancer Center), the Alzheimer’s
Foundation, and the American Heart Asso-
ciation;

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope also
promotes awareness of and provides financial
support to medical research for breast cancer
and other cancers, Thalassemia (also known
as Cooley’s Anemia), Lymphangio-
leiomyomatosis, and Muscular Dystrophy;

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope pro-
vides support and financial assistance to vic-
tims and communities affected by natural
disasters such as hurricanes, earthquakes,
and forest fires; and

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope has
supported and contributed to organizations
such as the Special Olympics, the Barbara
Bush Foundation for Literacy, the Children’s
Wish Foundation, UNICEF, Habitat for Hu-
manity, St. Basil Academy, and countless
other organizations that help families and
communities: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the significant contributions
of American citizens of Greek ancestry and
of Philhellenes to the United States; and

(2) commemorates the 85th anniversary of
the Daughters of Penelope in 2015, applauds
its mission, and commends the many chari-
table contributions of its members to organi-
zations and communities worldwide.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 215—DESIG-
NATING THE MONTH OF JUNE

2015 AS “NATIONAL POST-TRAU-
MATIC STRESS DISORDER
AWARENESS MONTH” AND JUNE

27, 2015, AS “NATIONAL POST-
TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER
AWARENESS DAY”

Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself, Mr.
HELLER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. INHOFE,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. MORAN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. THUNE,
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
FRANKEN, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. TESTER,
Ms. HIRONO, and Ms. COLLINS) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 215

Whereas the brave men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States, who
proudly serve the United States, risk their
lives to protect the freedom of the people of
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the United States, and deserve the invest-
ment of every possible resource to ensure
their lasting physical, mental, and emo-
tional well-being;

Whereas more than 2,000,000 members of
the Armed Forces have deployed overseas
since the events of September 11, 2001, and
have served in places such as Afghanistan
and Iraq;

Whereas the Armed Forces of the United
States have sustained a historically high
operational tempo since September 11, 2001,
with many members of the Armed Forces de-
ploying overseas multiple times, placing
those members at high risk of post-trau-
matic stress disorder (referred to in this pre-
amble as “‘PTSD”);

Whereas men and women of the Armed
Forces and veterans who served before Sep-
tember 11, 2001, remain at risk for PTSD and
other mental health disorders;

Whereas the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
reports that—

(1) since October 2001, more than 390,000 of
the approximately 1,160,000 veterans of Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi
Freedom, and Operation New Dawn who have
received health care from the Department of
Veterans Affairs have been diagnosed with
PTSD;

(2) in fiscal year 2014, more than 531,000 of
the nearly 6,000,000 veterans who sought care
at a medical facility of the Department of
Veterans Affairs received treatment for
PTSD; and

(3) of veterans who served in Operation En-
during Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom,
and Operation New Dawn who are receiving
health care from the Department of Veterans
Affairs, more than 615,000 have received a di-
agnosis for at least 1 mental health disorder;

Whereas many cases of PTSD remain unre-
ported, undiagnosed, and untreated due to a
lack of awareness about PTSD and the per-
sistent stigma associated with mental health
conditions;

Whereas exposure to military trauma can
lead to PTSD;

Whereas PTSD significantly increases the
risk of anxiety, depression, suicide, home-
lessness, and drug- and alcohol-related dis-
orders and deaths, especially if left un-
treated;

Whereas public perceptions of PTSD or
other mental health disorders create unique
challenges for veterans seeking employment;

Whereas the Department of Defense and
the Department of Veterans Affairs—as well
as the larger medical community, both pri-
vate and public—have made significant ad-
vances in the identification, prevention, di-
agnosis, and treatment of PTSD and the
symptoms of PTSD, but many challenges re-
main;

Whereas increased understanding of PTSD
can help diminish the stigma attached to
this mental health issue, and additional ef-
forts are needed to find further ways to re-
duce this stigma—including an examination
of how PTSD is discussed in the United
States and a recognition that PTSD is a
common injury that is treatable and repair-
able;

Whereas PTSD can result from any number
of stressors other than combat, including
rape, sexual assault, battery, torture, con-
finement, child abuse, car accidents, train
wrecks, plane crashes, bombings, or natural
disaster, and affects approximately 8,000,000
adults in the United States annually; and

Whereas the designation of a National
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Awareness
Month and a National Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder Day will raise public awareness
about issues related to PTSD, reduce the
stigma associated with PTSD, and help en-
sure that those suffering from the invisible
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wounds of war receive proper treatment:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 2015 as ‘‘National Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder Awareness
Month” and June 27, 2015 as ‘‘National Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder Awareness Day’’;

(2) supports the efforts of the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of De-
fense—as well as the entire medical commu-
nity—to educate members of the Armed
Forces, veterans, the families of members of
the Armed Forces and veterans, and the pub-
lic about the causes, symptoms, and treat-
ment of PTSD;

(3) encourages commanders of the Armed
Forces to support appropriate treatment of
men and women of the Armed Forces who
are diagnosed with PTSD; and

(4) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and
the Secretary of Defense.

SENATE RESOLUTION 216—RECOG-
NIZING THE MONTH OF JUNE 2015
AS “IMMIGRANT HERITAGE
MONTH”, A CELEBRATION OF
THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND
CONTRIBUTIONS IMMIGRANTS
AND THEIR CHILDREN HAVE
MADE IN SHAPING THE HISTORY,
STRENGTHENING THE ECONOMY,
AND ENRICHING THE CULTURE
OF THE UNITED STATES

Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 216

Whereas the United States has always been
a nation of immigrants and throughout the
history of the United States immigrants
from around the globe and their children
have—

(1) kept the workforce of the United States
vibrant;

(2) kept the businesses of the United States
on the cutting edge; and

(3) helped build the greatest economic en-
gine in the world;

Whereas the entrepreneurial drive and
spirit of the United States—

(1) is built on the diversity of the origins of
the people of the United States;

(2) drew the first immigrants to the United
States; and

(3) continues to drive business
United States;

Whereas the success of the United States is
a result of the many distinct experiences of
the people of the United States, not in spite
of those distinct experiences;

Whereas as a nation of immigrants, the
people of the United States must remember
the generations of pioneers that helped—

(1) lay railroads and build cities;

(2) develop new industries; and

(3) fuel the Information Age, from the tele-
graph to the smartphone;

Whereas more than 70 percent of agricul-
tural workers in the United States are for-
eign born, and these workers keep California
and farms in the United States in business
and feed families in the United States;

Whereas immigrants start more than one-
fourth of all new businesses in the United
States and immigrants or their children
start more than 40 percent of Fortune 500
companies;

Whereas those businesses collectively em-
ploy tens of millions of people in the United

in the
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