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numbers and making it very difficult;
for instance, when we start talking
about 70 parts per billion versus 60
parts per billion, we have gone a long
ways.
However, we do know that no matter
where the line is ultimately drawn,
there are individuals out there that are
willingly and knowingly trying to find
ways around the law. As such, EPA
needs to have the ability to look into
criminal activity, whether it is illegal
dumping of waste, which unfortunately
happens; negligent dumping of toxics
or oil, which unfortunately happens;
and the illegal transportation or importation of products from other countries by those who would choose to ignore U.S. law.
We can debate the laws and what is
appropriate, but we can’t give criminals a free pass to ignore the law or the
laws that are on the books.
Again, I’m sorry. I must oppose the
amendment and strongly urge my colleagues to do the same.
I reserve the balance of my time.
Mr. PALMER. Mr. Chairman, with
all due respect to my colleague from
California, no one is in favor of allowing criminals to commit crimes at any
level of the Federal Government or any
part of the country.
I do think it should be troubling to
every Member of this body that we
have gone over the line in regard to becoming what could be viewed as a police state.
In regard to the raid on the Dothan
wastewater treatment facility, that is
a city facility; that is the Federal Government sending armed agents in full
body armor with weapons to a municipal facility. I would beg the question:
What was the threat assessment?
This is going on in other parts of the
country as well, and I think we have a
responsibility to draw a line where law
enforcement is involved. If there is a
threat assessment that would indicate
the need to have armed officers assist
the EPA in an investigation or a raid,
there is ample law enforcement available to do that.
In that regard, I think this is an area
where the EPA has overreached in respect to their responsibilities as regulators of the environment.
I reserve the balance of my time.
Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chairman, this is
an important debate. I recognize that
we have had Federal agencies that have
had overreach and have done things
that go beyond their training and possibly should be done by other agencies.
I won’t disagree with that; but doing
this in an appropriation bill is not the
right place to do this.
The authorizers should have this debate, and we shouldn’t be making these
determinations with an appropriations
bill which just broadly states that we
are going to get rid of a whole swath of
law enforcement, whether they are
good or bad. It doesn’t determine that
because we can’t do that in this type of
legislative process.
Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentlewoman from Minnesota (Ms. MCCOLLUM).

VerDate Sep 11 2014

04:54 Jul 09, 2015

H4943

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

Jkt 049060

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chair, if I may
inquire how much time is remaining so
I don’t consume all the gentleman’s
time?
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from California has 45 seconds remaining.
Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chairman, I
will just be short and sweet. I support
the gentleman from California’s strong
objection to this amendment and would
encourage people not to vote for it.
Let me conclude with this: an EPA
law enforcement official deserves the
right to come home to their families
safe at night, and so they should have
the tools that they need in order to do
that.
Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chair, I oppose
this amendment.
I yield back the balance of my time.
Mr. PALMER. Mr. Chairman, how
much time do I have remaining?
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Alabama has 21⁄4 minutes remaining.
Mr. PALMER. Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the gentlewoman from Minnesota’s response. I, too, agree that
every Federal official deserves to be
able to go home safe and sound to their
family.
That, though, does not address the
specific issue here in regard to what is
going on with the EPA. If there is a
need for armed intervention with a
business or, in this case, with a municipality, there should be a clear threat
assessment. There isn’t any. There was
no reason for anyone to think that
they needed to go in, in full body
armor, with weapons drawn.
I think that that is part of what is
going on here that a lot of American
citizens are concerned about, is the
overreach of the government and particularly in regard to 70 Federal agencies having armed agents in their employment.
I agree with the gentleman from
California; this needs to be a broader
discussion. In that regard, I think we
should have that.
In respect to my amendment, I think
we need to divert this funding away
from this armed agency that the EPA
is deploying, I think, without proper
course.
In that regard, I urge my colleagues
to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this.
Mr. Chairman, I yield back the balance of my time.
The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. PALMER).
The question was taken; and the Acting Chair announced that the noes appeared to have it.
Mr. PALMER. Mr. Chairman, I demand a recorded vote.
The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further proceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Alabama will be
postponed.
Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chairman, I
move that the Committee do now rise.
The motion was agreed to.

PO 00000

Frm 00077

Fmt 7634

Sfmt 0634

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois) having assumed
the chair, Mr. HULTGREN, Acting Chair
of the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union, reported that
that Committee, having had under consideration the bill (H.R. 2822) making
appropriations for the Department of
the Interior, environment, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and for other purposes,
had come to no resolution thereon.
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 6, 21ST CENTURY CURES
ACT
Mr. BURGESS, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 114–193) on the resolution (H.
Res. 350) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 6) to accelerate the discovery, development, and delivery of
21st century cures, and for other purposes, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.
f

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2016
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to House Resolution 333 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2822.
Will the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
HULTGREN) kindly resume the chair.
b 2009
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly, the House resolved
itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
2822) making appropriations for the Department of the Interior, environment,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes, with Mr. HULTGREN
(Acting Chair) in the chair.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The Acting CHAIR. When the Committee of the Whole rose earlier today,
a request for a recorded vote on an
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. PALMER) had been
postponed, and the bill had been read
through page 132, line 24.
Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chairman, I
move to strike the last word.
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from California is recognized for 5 minutes.
Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chairman, I want
to thank Chairman ROGERS for his
leadership and support. Under his guidance, the Appropriations Committee is
again setting the standard for getting
things done in the House. This is the
seventh of the appropriation bills that
have come to the floor that we, hopefully, will be able to pass tomorrow.
I also want to thank my good friend
and Ranking Member MCCOLLUM for
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