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said our workers don’t work hard
enough. He said that our workers don’t
work hard enough. Just talk to the
parents of these kids. They are work-
ing hard, sometimes multiple jobs.
They need to know their kids are safe.

I want to talk about one student,
Gerardo Rodriguez, who grew up in
poverty in Los Angeles. He dealt with
the threat of violence and the allure of
gang life. While he was at Carson Mid-
dle School, he chose to join an after-
school program that was run by the
Boys and Girls Club instead of a gang.
Gerardo went to an afterschool pro-
gram instead of joining a gang. In sta-
tistics, he would be told he was likely
to be a dropout. Instead, he graduated
from Carson High. In 2012, he obtained
$3,000 in college scholarships. He is in
his second year at California State
University, Long Beach, and he is ma-
joring in engineering.

We need to save kids like this. Yes,
the parents are working hard, many
hours, and they need afterschool help.
This bill helps those kids. I would like
to do more for more children, but I am
thankful we are preserving this pro-
gram.

Our working families need to know
their kids are safe because there are
more than 28 million parents of school-
age children who are employed, includ-
ing 23 million who work full time.
These parents miss an average of 5
days of work a year because they don’t
have afterschool care and their child
gets sick. We all know that. We have
all gone through that. Our children
have gone through that. So it was 30
years ago when I started to work on
this issue.

I again thank Senators ALEXANDER
and MURRAY for preserving afterschool
care for our children.

————
E-CIGARETTES

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I also
thank Senators ALEXANDER and MUR-
RAY for including my provisions on a
dangerous product that is gaining pop-
ularity among our children, e-ciga-
rettes. The language in the bill allows
schools to use their same Federal fund-
ing that goes toward alcohol, drug, and
tobacco education to teach children
about more novel tobacco products
such as e-cigarettes.

According to the CDC, youth use of e-
cigarettes has tripled in 1 year from
2013 to 2014. Let me tell you, our Kkids
are not getting accurate information.
There is advertising that is aimed at
them that makes it sound like this is
just a wonderful opportunity for them.

What are our children being exposed
to? It is not just nicotine—clearly, e-
cigarettes are a nicotine delivery sys-
tem—but even more.

Now the Surgeon General has said
nicotine has a negative impact on ado-
lescent brain development. So for God’s
sake, let us stop our kids from being
able to smoke e-cigarettes on campus.
I have an amendment that would do
just that, and I hope it will be unani-
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mously accepted because these e-ciga-
rettes also contain benzene, cadmium,
formaldehyde, propylene glycol, and
nanoparticles that are present in tradi-
tional cigarettes, according to the
California Department of Health.

So we need the FDA to finalize their
rule on e-cigarettes. But in the mean-
time, youth use is soaring. We finally
are making progress on reducing smok-
ing among teens, and yet this e-ciga-
rette situation is out of control. That
is why I am pleased that in this bill
schools will be able to teach kids about
the dangers of e-cigarettes.

In conclusion, again I thank the bill’s
managers for helping me get the after-
school language in, protecting our kids
after school, getting some language in
to make sure we can educate our kids
against the dangers of a new nicotine
delivery system called e-cigarettes, but
I also have three more amendments
that are pending and I hope will pass.

The first one I talked about was
clarifying that a ban on smoking in
schools includes all tobacco products
such as e-cigarettes. The second
amendment would prohibit advertising
e-cigarettes to children. When you see
this—I am sorry I didn’t bring the
charts to the floor—they are using car-
toon characters, the same Kkind of thing
that was done by the big tobacco com-
panies. Big Tobacco is behind this, let’s
be clear. We don’t need another epi-
demic that starts killing our people be-
fore we finally turn the corner on reg-
ular smoking.

COLLEGE CAMPUS SEXUAL
ASSAULT

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, the last
amendment I have is a different sub-
ject, and it deals with college campus
sexual assault. It would simply say
that every college campus should have
a confidential, independent advocate to
help sexual assault survivors every
step of the way.

I am proud to say that my legislation
has been voluntarily adopted by uni-
versities in my home State of Cali-
fornia, including the University of
California, the State college system,
and the community college system, to
the extent they can deal with it, be-
cause there is a lot of discretion in
that particular group of colleges. But I
haven’t heard from the private colleges
in California.

So all we are saying in this amend-
ment is let’s make sure every college
campus that gets Federal funds sets up
a confidential advocate for women—for
men as well who are also victims of
sexual assault—so that from the begin-
ning of their complaint they have a
friend, they have a confidant, and they
have someone who knows their rights
with them every step of the way. I
would be so proud to see this included.

I thank the Presiding Officer for his
endurance on this little talk.

S4929

6-YEAR HIGHWAY BILL

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, next
week I hear Senator MCCONNELL may
be coming forward with a highway bill.
I pray it is a 6-year bill. Republicans
and Democrats voted one out of the
EPW Committee—I am proud to say
not one dissenting vote—a 6-year ro-
bust bill.

I hope we will fund it in a way that
doesn’t cut other jobs, while we are
trying to create jobs in the transpor-
tation industry, but in fact looks at
international tax reform, where we can
actually help our businesses and have a
tax system that is reformed. The funds
that come in to us go to the highway
trust fund so we can take care of those
bridges that are falling done and insuf-
ficient—60,000 of them—the highways
that need help, and the roads, 50 per-
cent of which are in disrepair. We need
help.

Our businesses need that help. They
call for that help. They are the con-
crete people, the granite people. They
are the general contractors, they are
the engineers, our workers, and the
construction workers. We still have
200,000 of them out of work since the
great recession.

We need a 6-year highway bill. We
need it now. We need it funded in a
smart way that helps our economy
keep on growing. So there is a lot of
work ahead.

I wish to take this opportunity to say
thank you to Senator ALEXANDER and
Senator MURRAY—and a hopeful re-
quest to Senator MCCONNELL that the
bill that comes to the floor on the
highways is one which we can all em-
brace, and we can take care of this
great Nation because, I will tell you,
there isn’t a great nation on Earth that
doesn’t have an infrastructure to
match.

You have to move goods, you have to
move people, and if you can’t do that,
we simply can’t keep up in this global
economy.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EVERY CHILD ACHIEVES ACT

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, Nelson
Mandela once said there can be no
keener revelation of a society’s soul
than the way it treats its children.

Every child deserves a fair chance. If
we fail at taking care of our children,
we fail at everything else. So the
stakes are high as we work to reform
the No Child Left Behind Act. Too
many children are left behind. The
Every Child Achieves Act is a step for-
ward.
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