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CONGRATULATING KURT ZWIKL 

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 13, 2015 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to recognize a community lead-
er who has worked tirelessly to transform the 
Schuylkill River Heritage Area into a prime 
destination for outdoor recreation as well as a 
definitive source of historical information about 
the significance of this scenic waterway, which 
flows from the heart of Pennsylvania’s anthra-
cite coal region to the City of Philadelphia. 

Kurt Zwikl has spent the past 12 years as 
executive director of the Schuylkill River Herit-
age Area. He retired from the Pottstown-based 
non-profit organization on June 30th. 

Thanks to his ability to foster community 
partnerships and his tireless advocacy, Kurt 
has expanded the number of miles available 
to bikers and walkers along the Schuylkill 
River Trail. Eventually, families and residents 
will be able to enjoy a unified, 130-mile trail 
system stretching from Schuylkill County to 
Philadelphia. 

A partnership with neighboring Montgomery 
County Community College enabled the 
Schuylkill River Heritage Area to open the 
River of Revolutions Interpretive Center in 
Pottstown in 2012. 

Students from local schools and tourists 
from around the world can view exhibits and 
discover how the Schuylkill River has helped 
secure our independence, fueled our pros-
perity and inspired stewardship and a deep 
appreciation for preserving irreplaceable nat-
ural resources. 

And earlier this month, nearly 200 outdoor 
enthusiasts paddled 112 miles from Schuylkill 
Haven Island to Philadelphia during the 
‘‘Schuylkill River Soujourn.’’ This is an event 
that has grown each year under Kurt’s leader-
ship. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to express my gratitude 
for Kurt Zwikl’s tremendous accomplishments 
as executive director of the Schuylkill River 
Heritage Area—all of which have improved the 
public’s access to and appreciation of the river 
and reinvigorated community pride in this 
amazing natural resource. 
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IN HONOR OF CONCORD POLICE 
SERGEANT BUCKY SIMPSON 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 13, 2015 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor former Concord Police Sergeant Rich-
ard Howard ‘‘Bucky’’ Simpson, who passed 
away peacefully on June 24, 2015. 

Sergeant Bucky Simpson was born on July 
31, 1942, in Charlotte, North Carolina. He is 
survived by his wife, Susan Phillips Simpson 
of Concord; his children, Chad D. Simpson of 
Concord; Phillip A. Simpson and his wife, 
Jane Blackley Simpson, of Harrisburg; and his 
grandson, Garrett Parker Simpson. 

Bucky was a distinguished Army Vietnam 
veteran who received many awards including 
the Purple Heart and Bronze Star. As a Con-
cord Police Sergeant, he worked for 17 years 

as a Juvenile Officer and helped implement 
the Drug Abuse Resistance Education 
(D.A.R.E) program in Cabarrus County, North 
Carolina. 

One of Bucky’s greatest qualities was his 
ability to teach and help youth in the commu-
nity. Bucky supervised the hiring of school 
crossing guards who were known as ‘‘Bucky’s 
Angels,’’ and he patiently taught Bike Safety 
and BB Gun Safety Training to hundreds of 
kids at Camp Spencer. He also faithfully 
served on the Board of Directors at the Boys 
and Girls Club where he once received the 
‘‘Father of the Year Award.’’ For his continued 
dedication to helping youth in Concord, Bucky 
once received the L.T. Williams Award from 
the North Carolina Officers’ Association for 
being the ‘‘Most Outstanding Juvenile Officer’’ 
of the year. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in cele-
brating former Concord Police Sergeant Bucky 
Simpson’s life as a dedicated husband, father, 
and public servant. 
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IN HONOR OF MIKE ROOS 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 13, 2015 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the long and distinguished public serv-
ice career of our friend, Mr. Mike Roos. I had 
the great honor of working with Mike as col-
leagues in the California State Assembly along 
with several other current and former mem-
bers of this House. I count myself fortunate to 
call him a good friend. 

In 1999, Mike founded Mike Roos and Com-
pany, a public affairs firm that Mike shaped 
specializes in government relations, corporate 
issues management, media relations, and bal-
lot measure campaigns. Prior to establishing 
Mike Roos and Company, Mike served as 
President and CEO of the Los Angeles Alli-
ance for Restructuring Now, a coalition of 
business and civic leaders from the Los Ange-
les Area dedicated to implementing systemic 
reform and restructuring within the Los Ange-
les Unified School District. His significant ef-
forts in this capacity have undoubtedly 
changed countless lives of children in the Los 
Angeles area for the better. 

Mike’s distinguished Assembly career began 
in 1977. He earned the love and respect of 
both his Democratic and Republican col-
leagues. His own caucus chose him Majority 
Floor Leader in his second term, a position he 
held until his 1987 election as Assembly 
Speaker Pro Tempore. He had the reputation 
as a genuine legislator—someone who used 
the power of lawmaking to make the lives of 
the People of California better. Perhaps his 
most well known achievement is the Mello 
Roos Community Facilities Act of 1982 and 
the Roberti-Roos Weapons Control Act of 
1989. Mike authored the strictest laws to date 
protecting the confidentiality of HIV patients, 
as well as the law creating the Alternative Test 
Sites Program, which established centers 
where individuals could receive free, anony-
mous testing for the AIDS antibody. He con-
sistently fought for a better education for all, 
authoring legislation prohibiting sex discrimina-
tion in California’s educational institutions. 

Prior to his election to the State Assembly, 
Mike served as the Executive Director of the 

Coro Foundation, a leadership training pro-
gram for future leaders in public service. 
Thanks to his substantial experience and in-
sight, he continues to be a valuable consultant 
to civic and educational organizations, speak-
ing on topics ranging from education reform to 
the legislative process in California politics. 

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak for the whole 
House in thanking Mike for his years of serv-
ice on behalf of the people of California. I 
know he looks forward to spending time with 
his family, including his four daughters Shelby, 
Melissa, Catherine, and Caroline. I wish him 
nothing but success and happiness. 
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CONGRATULATING CAMDENTON 
HIGH SCHOOL ON ITS BRONZE 
MEDAL AWARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 13, 2015 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Camdenton High School on its 
Bronze Medal Award as a top Missouri High 
School from U.S. News and World Report. 

This school’s administration, teachers, and 
students should be commended for all of their 
hard work throughout the past year and for 
their commitment to education. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing 
Camdenton High School for a job well done. 
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RECOGNIZING THE PRINCIPAL OF 
THE YEAR AWARD NOMINEE FOR 
PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY PUB-
LIC SCHOOLS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 13, 2015 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Principal of the Year Award 
nominee for Prince William County Public 
Schools. 

The Principal of the Year for Prince William 
County will receive the Distinguished Edu-
cational Leadership Award from the Wash-
ington Post. Nominated principals must dem-
onstrate the ability to: 

Manage effectively 
Demonstrate and encourage creativity and 

innovation 
Foster cooperation between the school and 

the community 
Maintain a continuing dialogue with students 

and parents as well as faculty and staff 
Keep abreast of developments in the field of 

education 
Encourage team spirit 
Demonstrate leadership and exemplify com-

mitment 
Continue to play an active role in the class-

room 
Maintain their position as principal through-

out the 2015–16 school year 
Participate in the five day 2015 DELA Sem-

inar to be held July 2015 
I would like to extend my personal congratu-

lations to the 2014–2015 nominee, Joyce 
Stockton of Philip Michael Pennington Tradi-
tional School, for Prince William County 
Schools, Principal of the year award. 
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