July 15, 2015

Had | been present, | would have cast the
following votes:
July 7
Roll Call 390—yes
Roll Call 391—yes
July 8
Roll Call 392—no
Roll Call 393—yes
Roll Call 394—yes
Roll Call 395—yes
Roll Call 396—yes
Roll Call 397—yes
Roll Call 398—yes
Roll Call 399—yes
Roll Call 400—yes
Roll Call 401—yes
Roll Call 402—yes
Roll Call 403—yes
Roll Call 404—yes
Roll Call 405—yes
Roll Call 406—yes
Roll Call 407—no
Roll Call 408—no
Roll Call 409—no
Roll Call 410—no
Roll Call 411—yes
Roll Call 412—yes
Roll Call 413—yes
Roll Call 414—yes
Roll Call 415—yes
Roll Call 416—yes
Roll Call 417—yes
Roll Call 418—yes
Roll Call 419—no
Roll Call 420—no
Roll Call 421—yes
Roll Call 422—yes
Roll Call 423—no
July 9
Roll Call 424—no
Roll Call 425—no
Roll Call 426—no
Roll Call 427—yes
Roll Call 428—no
Roll Call 429—no
Roll Call 430—no
July 10
Roll Call 431—no
Roll Call 432—yes
Roll Call 433—yes

———

HONORING ANGEL GOMEZ AND
OPERATION H.O.P.E.

HON. BETO O'ROURKE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize the tireless work and service to El
Paso of Angel Gomez.

Angel Gomez is a lifelong El Pasoan, grad-
uate of Bowie High School, and a Veteran of
the United States Navy. After serving our na-
tion in uniform, Angel continued his life of
service by making a difference in the lives of
El Pasoans.

Angel Gomez founded Operation H.O.P.E.
(Helping Other People Endure) with long-time
friend Ron Standing in November of 2009.
With the continuous loving support of his wife,
Patricia, and their daughter, Rubi, Angel has
been able to bring a smile to the faces of
thousands of families in need within the El
Paso community.

Whether it is school supplies, clothing, blan-
kets, toiletries, toys, food, or funeral services,
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Angel Gomez and Operation H.O.P.E. have
consistently provided assistance and chari-
table work every Thanksgiving, Christmas,
Easter, and throughout the year.

His commitment to helping others is truly in-
spiring and is an example for all Americans. |
thank Angel Gomez and Operation H.O.P.E.
for their passion for service and for helping so
many in our community.

IN OPPOSITION TO H.R. 5021
HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to submit the following statement | made
last year on H.R. 5021:

I am pleased that Congress is finally acting
today, not with a looming crisis, but one
that is already upon us. This is entirely pre-
dictable.

I have been arguing for months that Con-
gress needs to act because the stopgap meas-
ure we did last Congress was designed to cre-
ate precisely this Congress at precisely this
time.

Sixty-two groups may have signed on a let-
ter of support, but they prefer us to act
meaningfully for long-term funding. They
accept this because it is the only alternative
to shutting down activities this summer.

My Republican friends are unwilling—not
unable—but unwilling to resolve the funding
contradictions. Revenues have failed to keep
pace with the demands of an aging growing
Nation, making no change for 21 years, as
our infrastructure ages and falls apart, our
Nation continues to grow and transportation
patterns change. It is guaranteed that we
should change as well.

This Congress has refused to address its re-
sponsibilities. The House Ways and Means
Committee has not had a single hearing on
transportation finance. One of our most im-
portant responsibilities, uniquely ours, one
that is unlike so many other items we deal
with, it is possible to resolve. We haven’t had
a hearing in the 43 months that the Repub-
licans have been in charge of Congress.

Now, I understand there are conflicts with-
in the Republican Caucus. There are some
that appear satisfied with locking us into a
slow, steady decline called for in the Repub-
lican budget— no new projects until October
of 2015 and a 30 percent reduction over the
next decade, at exactly the time the Federal
partnership should be enhanced, not reduced.

There are others in the Republicans whose
answer is to just abandon ship, to give up on
the Federal partnership, slash the Federal
gas tax, and abandon any hope of a national
transportation policy and partnership to
help States with projects that are multistate
in nature or that need to be done whether
economic times are bad.

That would be tragic and wrong to abandon
the partnership that has meant so much, but
it is part of what is driving some of our Re-
publican Tea Party friends. Just because
there may not be a majority in the Repub-
lican ranks for either approach does not
mean that we should continue to dither.

Because Republicans friends are unwilling
or unable to resolve this, we have frozen the
Transportation Committee in place. They
don’t have a bill. They are not going to have
a bill unless we resolve what the budget
number is: increase, continue the downward
slide, or abandon it altogether.

We will be no better off next May to re-
solve this question. In fact, we will be worse
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off because we will be in the middle of a
Presidential campaign, with a new Congress,
maybe new committee lineups.

We should reject this approach to hand off
our responsibilities. We should resolve the
resource question, and we should commit
that this Congress is not going to recess for
August vacation, not going to recess to cam-
paign in October, until we have worked to
give the American people a transportation
bill they need—deserve—to jump-start the
economy, create hundreds of thousands of
family-wage jobs, and strengthen commu-
nities and families across the Nation.

American infrastructure used to be the
best in the world and a point of pride bring-
ing Americans together. It is now a source of
embarrassment and deep concern as we fall
further and further behind global leaders.

———————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,151,890,180,391.62. We've
added $7,525,013,131,478.54 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

————

IN HONOR OF MR. WOODROW R.
PACKER, SR.

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to an outstanding educator
and respected community leader, Mr. Wood-
row R. Packer, Sr. Mr. Packer departed to his
eternal reward on Saturday, July 11, 2015. A
funeral service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on
Friday, July 17, 2015 at St. Paul's Memorial
Chapel in Lawrenceville, Virginia, where Mr.
Packer’s family will be surrounded by friends
and loved ones paying their respects to a man
who touched many lives, including my own.

Mr. Packer was born in Wilcox County, Ala-
bama, on March 11, 1919 as the eleventh of
twelve children born to the late Hal and Lucy
Packer. Over the course of his lifetime, Mr.
Packer exemplified the meaning of servant
leadership. In 1942, Mr. Packer left his family
in Alabama to serve his country in World War
Il, spending time in North Africa and Italy. Fol-
lowing his service in the war, he was honor-
ably discharged as a Staff Sergeant in 1945.

Throughout his life, Mr. Packer always dem-
onstrated a passion for knowledge. He earned
a Bachelor of Science and Master of Edu-
cation degree from Alabama State University
in Montgomery, Alabama. He studied further
at Carnegie-Mellon Institute of Technology in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Wesleyan University
in Middletown, Connecticut; the University of
Virginia in Charlottesville, Virginia; Virginia
State University in Petersburg, Virginia; and
the University of Georgia in Athens, Georgia.
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