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CENTRAL FIRE COMPANY 

CENTENNIAL 
(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the men and women 
of the Central Fire Company in War-
ren, Rhode Island, who are celebrating 
their 100th anniversary this weekend. 

A nonprofit organization, Central 
Fire Company Number 1 was first reg-
istered on July 30, 1915, to provide vol-
unteer firefighting services for the peo-
ple of the town of Warren. 

‘‘The defenders of the North End and 
protectors of the world,’’ as they are 
known, not only serve as critical first 
responders for the people of Warren, 
they have also helped to raise thou-
sands of dollars for those less fortunate 
in their community. 

In February 2003, the Central Fire 
Company provided critical assistance 
during one of the most destructive fires 
in our Nation’s history, the Station 
Night Club fire. 

Every day, in cities and towns 
around our Nation, first responders put 
their own lives in the line of danger so 
that they may protect their fellow citi-
zens. 

I salute the Central Fire Company on 
100 years of service to the people of 
Warren, Rhode Island. 

f 

SECURE THE BORDER NOW 
(Mr. FARENTHOLD asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday at a Judiciary Committee 
hearing, Homeland Security Secretary 
Jeh Johnson didn’t know who Kate 
Steinle was. I hope he sure remembers 
his own Border Patrol agent Javier 
Vega, Jr., a father, husband, and south 
Texan. 

Both of these fine Americans were 
gunned down by illegal aliens who had 
been deported multiple times, but were 
back in our country. Mr. Johnson 
couldn’t tell me what percentage of the 
border was secure. 

Last month I visited the border and 
talked to some hard-working Border 
Patrol agents who are very frustrated. 
They keep apprehending the same peo-
ple again and again. 

They are frustrated with our so- 
called catch-and-release program, 
where human smugglers called coyotes 
and drug smugglers with small loads or 
less than four or five people are simply 
let go. 

We have got to secure our border to 
avoid tragedies like Kate Steinle and 
Javier Vega, Jr. For that matter, we 
need to secure the borders to keep us 
safe. 

f 

LONG-TERM FUNDING FOR 
HIGHWAY TRUST FUND 

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
urge the Republican leadership to bring 
up a long-term funding transportation 
bill. 

Rather than develop a long-term 
strategy, Republicans again want to 
pass a short-term extension for the 
highway trust fund that fails to make 
the appropriate infrastructure invest-
ments that our economy needs. 

Our Nation’s infrastructure is in a 
bad state, and it is critical that we 
make the necessary long-term, predict-
able investments in our country’s 
roads, transit system, and highways 
that will create jobs, grow our econ-
omy, and offer a certainty for States to 
invest in larger, much-needed projects. 

Mr. Speaker, 42 State chambers of 
commerce agree that ‘‘Our deterio-
rating national infrastructure is an 
issue that directly affects our ability 
to compete in the global marketplace 
and provide financial security for mil-
lions of middle-class American fami-
lies.’’ 

It is time for the Republican leader-
ship to stop kicking the can down the 
road with short-term fixes that are 
costing us more money in the long run, 
hurting our economy, and costing jobs. 

I call on Republican leadership to 
bring up a long-term funding bill and 
stop playing games with America’s 
crumbling infrastructure. 

f 

PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS 
(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to address the glaring issue of the per-
secution of Christians around the 
globe. 

Our Nation was founded on the prin-
ciples of religious liberty and toler-
ance, and the United States continues 
to promote these ideals. We must re-
main steadfast in our efforts to help in-
dividuals who are persecuted simply 
due to their faith. 

Everyone around the globe, Mr. 
Speaker, should be free to live a life of 
faith, to worship as they choose, with-
out fear of persecution from a ruthless 
regime. 

This basic freedom, which was en-
shrined by our Founding Fathers, must 
not only be promoted here, but also 
around the world. 

As a shining city upon a hill with the 
eyes of the world upon us, it is our Na-
tion’s duty to be a leader in the fight 
against the persecution of Christians. 

As ISIS continues to attack Chris-
tians in the Middle East, we must con-
tinue to show that our Nation will 
stand up and defend those who cannot 
defend themselves. 

f 

HIGHWAY TRUST FUND 
(Mr. AGUILAR asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, less 
than 2 months ago House Republicans 

refused to take the opportunity to ex-
tend the highway trust fund and, in-
stead, decided to be reckless and kick 
the can down the road. Well, to no 
one’s surprise, today we are back at it, 
faced with the same predicament. 

How long will Republican leadership 
continuously refuse to govern? They 
have played the same political games 
with the funding of the Department of 
Homeland Security, which keeps our 
Nation safe from national security 
threats, and allowed the Export-Import 
Bank to expire, punishing American 
businessowners across the Nation. And 
now they want to gamble with the safe-
ty of millions of Americans who rely 
on our transportation and infrastruc-
ture, which is crumbling beneath us. 

Enough is enough. We need a com-
prehensive and long-term surface 
transportation plan, not a short-term 
fix. The highway trust fund supports 
critical projects, which include improv-
ing the I–10 freeway in the Inland Em-
pire, as well as countless other projects 
within the country. 

It is time that we start governing 
and bring a long-term extension meas-
ured in years, not months. We don’t 
need another short-term patch. It is 
time for real solutions. 

f 

IRAN DEAL 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
have deep concerns about the direction 
the Obama administration has taken in 
reaching this agreement with Iran. 

While I support all diplomatic efforts 
to promote peace and cooperation, 
there is little reason to believe this 
deal will halt Iran’s nuclear program or 
that the Iranian regime is truly com-
mitted to rejoining the international 
community. 

Even during negotiations, Iranian 
leaders have spewed hateful language 
toward the United States, Israel, and 
the Jewish people and have 
unapologetically continued their state 
sponsorship of terrorism. 

Next week the bipartisan Task Force 
to Investigate Terrorism Financing 
that I am proud to chair will take a 
closer look at Iran’s role in financing 
terrorist groups around the world, in-
formation that I feel is vital to the ad-
ministration, to Congress, and the 
American people when reviewing any 
nuclear agreement with Iran that in-
cludes sanctions relief. 

In the end, this announced deal is 
under congressional authority to re-
view, and I will only support it if it 
meets the simple benchmark of forever 
preventing a nuclear Iran. 

f 

TITLE VIII NURSING WORKFORCE 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 
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Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

support of H.R. 2713, the title VIII 
Nursing Workforce Reauthorization 
Act, a bipartisan bill that I authored 
with my Nursing Caucus co-chair 
DAVID JOYCE. 

When President Johnson first signed 
these programs into law, he observed 
that the Nurse Training Act of 1964 was 
the most important nursing legislation 
in our Nation’s history. And, indeed, it 
has been. 

Over the past 50 years, title VIII pro-
grams have bolstered nursing edu-
cation at all levels, from entry-level 
preparation through graduate study, 
not only supplying our Nation with 
needed healthcare providers, but also 
strengthening the nursing education 
pipeline to train the nurses of tomor-
row. 

These programs are targeted to ad-
dress specific needs within the nursing 
population, nursing workforce, and 
America’s patient population. Simply 
put, title VIII nursing workforce pro-
grams are a direct investment in our 
Nation’s health. 

The Nursing Workforce Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2015 is a bipartisan effort to 
simply ensure that these critical pro-
grams are available for years to come. 
I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to cosponsor H.R. 2713. 

f 

b 1230 

IRAN NUCLEAR AGREEMENT 

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak about a matter that is 
critical to the future security of not 
only the United States, but to our al-
lies and international security. 

Yesterday, the President announced 
a nuclear agreement had been reached 
between Iran and six other nations led 
by the United States. Throughout 
these negotiations, I have been skep-
tical of the concessions made by this 
administration to Iran, despite its his-
tory of dangerous and defiant behavior. 

Iran is the world’s leading state spon-
sor of terrorism and has consistently 
shown a pattern of noncompliance. I 
have serious concerns this deal will fail 
to prevent a nuclear Iran while reward-
ing the Iranian Government’s past ac-
tions with billions of dollars in sanc-
tions relief. 

Mr. Speaker, as Congress continues 
to evaluate the deal, I believe we must 
reject any agreement that further bol-
sters the Iranian regime; endangers our 
allies, especially Israel; and fuels insta-
bility in the region. 

Far too much is at stake to accept a 
bad deal that puts the security of our 
Nation and our fight to combat violent 
extremism at greater risk. 

Mr. Speaker, how can you have a deal 
with someone you can’t trust? 

THE PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD 
AMERICA ACT 

(Mr. BERA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, today, we 
are going to be asked to vote on an-
other short-term funding patch for the 
highway trust fund. We have done this 
over 30 times, but what we need is a bi-
partisan plan and a long-term trans-
portation goal that is fiscally respon-
sible. It is what we have always done 
throughout our history. 

Think about it. President Lincoln 
built the transcontinental railroad, put 
thousands of people to work, and 
helped lead an economic boom. Presi-
dent Eisenhower invested in the inter-
state highway bill, which built our 
interstate commerce system and trans-
port system and put thousands of peo-
ple to work and led to an economic 
boom. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s think big. That is 
what we do as Americans. Let’s invest 
in ourselves. Let’s come up with a 
long-term highway trust fund bill that 
invests in our infrastructure; puts 
thousands of Americans to work; and 
lets us lead an economic recovery not 
just in the United States, but in the 
world. 

That is what we do as Americans; we 
think big. Mr. Speaker, let’s get this 
done. 

f 

THE IRAN NUCLEAR AGREEMENT 
JEOPARDIZES NATIONAL SECU-
RITY 

(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in response to the Obama admin-
istration’s announcement of reaching 
an agreement with the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, a state sponsor of terrorism, 
regarding its nuclear program. 

This agreement jeopardizes our na-
tional security and that of our allies by 
giving Iran the ability to continue its 
march towards nuclear capability. 
Where are the restrictions that the 
American people and her allies were 
promised? Where are the ‘‘anytime, 
anywhere’’ inspections? Where is the 
dismantling of Iran’s nuclear infra-
structure? I do not see these restric-
tions, Mr. Speaker. 

Additionally, this deal will hand Iran 
billions in sanctions relief for it to con-
tinue funding terrorism and promoting 
instability in the region. 

This agreement jeopardizes our clos-
est ally, Israel, and relies on the hope 
that Iran, which has proven to shirk 
agreements in the past, complies with 
the terms. In short, this agreement 
does not stop Iran from being on the 
doorstep of nuclear capability. We can-
not allow that to happen. 

Mr. Speaker, any deal that ends in a 
nuclear Iran is a bad deal and should be 
rejected. 

WEAR RED WEDNESDAY 

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
today, we wear red to bring back our 
girls. 

This week, Boko Haram said it will 
free the Chibok girls in exchange for 
the extremist group’s leaders. We who 
have raised our voices to shout ‘‘bring 
back our girls’’ knew that this would 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, Boko Haram could not 
risk killing the Chibok girls, but to 
hold 219 girls hostage for more than a 
year and then parade them out only as 
bargaining chips shows how little Boko 
Haram values these precious girls. 

If I can speak to the girls, I would 
tell them: We value you. Your friends 
and family who pray for you daily 
value you. Your new President who has 
taken steps to defeat Boko Haram val-
ues you. Your friends in Congress who 
wear red on Wednesdays to bring atten-
tion to your values and to your cause 
value you. 

Mr. Speaker, we will continue to 
tweet, tweet, tweet #bringbackour 
girls; tweet, tweet, tweet 
#joinrepwilson—until we bring back 
our girls. 

f 

DRUG TESTING FOR WELFARE 
RECIPIENTS ACT 

(Mr. ROUZER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, if you 
work, you should be better off than if 
you don’t work. That is why, earlier 
this week, I introduced the Drug Test-
ing for Welfare Recipients Act. This 
bill is designed to improve welfare pro-
grams by requiring recipients who have 
a known history of drug use to pass a 
drug test for eligibility. 

I am a firm believer that we have a 
moral obligation to help those in need 
who cannot help themselves; yet it is 
critically important to get the incen-
tives right so that these programs are 
not abused. 

Mr. Speaker, most employers require 
workers to pass a drug test as a condi-
tion for employment. The government 
should expect the same of people who 
receive welfare benefits. If recipients 
can’t meet the basic standards of em-
ployment, in essence, they are trapped 
in a cycle of welfare dependency. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe this bill is one 
step in the right direction to improve 
our welfare programs, and I encourage 
my colleagues to support this common-
sense bill. 

f 

THE CARLTON COMPLEX 
WILDFIRE 

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, 
roughly 1 year ago today, the Carlton 
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