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expertise from businesses, higher edu-
cation, and community groups, among 
others, into school planning, oper-
ations, and oversight. And, impor-
tantly, innovation schools will remain 
part of their local education authority, 
serving as laboratories for experimen-
tation, the benefits of which can serve 
as a model for other schools in the dis-
trict. 

Mrs. MURRAY. I thank Senator 
WHITEHOUSE. As ranking member of the 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee, I support this amendment, 
which establishes a process for edu-
cators in traditional public schools to 
pursue innovative, community-inspired 
strategies to improve education. My 
home State of Washington has bene-
fited from educator-initiated innova-
tion through the Washington Innova-
tive Schools Program. I am proud to 
say that we now have almost thirty 
designated innovative schools that are 
pursuing creative and innovative edu-
cational ideas with a high level of par-
ent and community involvement. And 
while providing room for innovation is 
important, it is also essential that we 
maintain important Federal safe-
guards. This is why under this amend-
ment, innovation schools must still 
comply with part B of the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act, title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and 
section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973. This program will ensure that we 
balance the need for flexibility while 
maintaining strong accountability. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I thank Senator 
WHITEHOUSE for his work on this 
amendment. The thinking behind the 
Innovation Schools Demonstration Au-
thority is consistent with the approach 
we have taken throughout the Every 
Child Achieves Act: returning more de-
cisionmaking authority back to our 
100,000 public schools and promoting 
greater flexibility in achieving high 
standards. This pilot program would 
allow for the creation of autonomous 
schools that would operate under the 
same accountability standards as other 
schools in the school district; however, 
these innovation schools would be 
granted flexibility to increase student 
achievement in innovative ways to best 
serve the needs of their students. 
Through increased autonomy and flexi-
bility, innovation schools may see 
some of the same demonstrated suc-
cesses as charter schools. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I thank Ranking 
Member MURRAY and Chairman ALEX-
ANDER for their support. I hope this 
measure will meet all of our expecta-
tions and create great examples of in-
novative, student-centered public 
schools. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ST. MARY OF THE 
ASSUMPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH 
UPON ITS 150TH ANNIVERSARY 
Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today 

I wish to honor St. Mary of the As-
sumption Catholic Church in the Ger-
man Village neighborhood of Colum-

bus, OH, as it celebrates its 150th anni-
versary. In 1865, St. Mary initially op-
erated under the leadership of Rev. 
Francis S. Specht in a building that 
featured a one-room church, one-room 
school and second-story rectory. In 
1866, the parishioners began construc-
tion on a German-gothic inspired 
church. In 1893, the parishioners built 
the iconic steeple, which rises to 197 
feet and still stands tall today. 

The parish is home to more than 500 
families, with parishioners from 5 dif-
ferent counties in Ohio. St. Mary also 
hosts more than 50 weddings each year 
and has approximately 230 students en-
rolled in prekindergarten through the 
eighth grade. 

The parish mission is ‘‘to be of one 
mind and heart with the Church by lov-
ing God with all our heart, all our 
mind, all our strength, all our soul; and 
by loving our neighbor as ourselves.’’ 
St. Mary fulfills its mission by sup-
porting the needs of its congregation, 
hosting community activities, and edu-
cating its students. Nearly 95 percent 
of the students at St. Mary have been 
fortunate enough to receive tuition as-
sistance. 

I am here today to honor St. Mary of 
the Assumption and its congregation. I 
congratulate all who were involved in 
making its first 150 years a success. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE BOBBY FAMILY 
OF ROSCOE, SOUTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the Bobby family 
from Roscoe, SD, for their work in rail-
road service. Roger, Duane, Albert, 
Bill, and Dale—led by their late father 
La Vern Bobby—have served a com-
bined total of 232 years with the rail-
road industry. The six men have 
worked with Chicago, Milwaukee, St. 
Paul, and Pacific Railroads, all serving 
in the Maintenance of Way department 
throughout their careers. 

Following La Vern, who joined rail-
road service in 1955 after serving on a 
U.S. Navy destroyer in World War II, 
the Bobby boys have dedicated their 
lives to the railroad. Their railroad 
service has spanned across a variety of 
Midwestern States, including South 
Dakota, Minnesota, and Illinois. They 
have made many sacrifices, frequently 
traveling, moving, and leaving their 
families at home to fulfill their duties 
with the railroad. 

The entire Bobby family deserves 
recognition for their hard work ethic, 
patriotism, and service to the railroad 
system. I extend my sincere gratitude 
and appreciation to the Bobby family 
for their dedication to an industry that 
is vital to our economy by connecting 
our country and transporting goods. I 
hope that the Bobby legacy will con-
tinue to thrive with the generations to 
come.∑ 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT RELATIVE TO THE CON-
TINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
SIGNIFICANT TRANSNATIONAL 
CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS THAT 
WAS ESTABLISHED IN EXECU-
TIVE ORDER 13581 ON JULY 24, 
2011—PM21 
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-

fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to 
transnational criminal organizations 
declared in Executive Order 13581 of 
July 24, 2011, is to continue in effect be-
yond July 24, 2015. 

The activities of significant 
transnational criminal organizations 
have reached such scope and gravity 
that they threaten the stability of 
international political and economic 
systems. Such organizations are be-
coming increasingly sophisticated and 
dangerous to the United States; they 
are increasingly entrenched in the op-
erations of foreign governments and 
the international financial system, 
thereby weakening democratic institu-
tions, degrading the rule of law, and 
undermining economic markets. These 
organizations facilitate and aggravate 
violent civil conflicts and increasingly 
facilitate the activities of other dan-
gerous persons. 

The activities of significant 
transnational criminal organizations 
continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity, foreign policy, and economy of 
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the United States. Therefore, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared 
in Executive Order 13581 with respect 
to transnational criminal organiza-
tions. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 21, 2015. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:03 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Novotny, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 2898. An act to provide drought relief 
in the State of California, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 1238(b)(3) of the 
Floyd D. Spence National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2001 (22 
U.S.C. 7002), as amended, and the order 
of the House of January 6, 2015, the 
Speaker appoints the following individ-
uals on the part of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the United States- 
China Economic and Security Review 
Commission, for a term expiring on De-
cember 31, 2016: Mr. Larry Wortzel of 
Williamsburg, Virginia, and Mr. Peter 
Brookes of Springfield, Virginia. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

At 4:42 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker signed the 
following enrolled bill: 

S. 971. An act to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for an in-
crease in the limit on the length of an agree-
ment under the Medicare independence at 
home medical practice demonstration pro-
gram. 

At 5:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker signed the 
following enrolled bill: 

S. 984. An act to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide Medicare ben-
eficiary access to eye tracking accessories 
for speech generating devices and to remove 
the rental cap for durable medical equipment 
under the Medicare Program with respect to 
speech generating devices. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 2898. An act to provide drought relief 
in the State of California, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED 

The following joint resolution was 
discharged pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 2159(i) 
and Section 601(b)(4) of Public Law 94– 
329, and placed on the calendar: 

S.J. Res. 19. Joint resolution to express the 
disfavor of Congress regarding the proposed 
agreement for cooperation between the 

United States and the People’s Republic of 
China transmitted to the Congress by the 
President on April 21, 2015, pursuant to the 
Atomic Energy Act of 1954. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 3038. An act to provide an extension of 
Federal-aid highway, highway safety, motor 
carrier safety, transit, and other programs 
funded out of the Highway Trust Fund, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2313. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Thiabendazole; Pesticide Tolerances 
for Emergency Exemptions’’ (FRL No. 9929– 
95) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 15, 2015; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–2314. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Novaluron; Pesticide Tolerances’’ 
(FRL No. 9929–57) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 15, 2015; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–2315. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Distillates, (Fischer-Tropsch), heavy, 
C18-C50, branched, cyclic and linear; Exemp-
tion from the Requirement of a Tolerance’’ 
(FRL No. 9929–27) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 15, 2015; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–2316. A communication from the Chair-
man, Farm Credit System Insurance Cor-
poration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Corporation’s annual report for calendar 
year 2014; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–2317. A communication from the Acting 
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and 
Readiness), transmitting a report on the ap-
proved retirement of Lieutenant General 
Noel T. Jones, United States Air Force, and 
his advancement to the grade of lieutenant 
general on the retired list; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–2318. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Export Administration, 
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Clari-
fications and Corrections to the Export Ad-
ministration Regulations (EAR): Control of 
Spacecraft Systems and Related Items the 
President Determines No Longer Warrant 
Control Under the United States Munitions 
List (USML)’’ (RIN0694–AG59) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on July 
14, 2015; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2319. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel, General Law, Ethics, 
and Regulation, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-

ative to a vacancy in the position of Deputy 
Under Secretary (Legislative Affairs), re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 14, 2015; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2320. A communication from the Chair 
of the Board of Governors, Federal Reserve 
System, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Board’s semiannual Monetary Policy Report 
to Congress; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2321. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director for Legislative Affairs, Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
pre-dispute arbitration clauses in consumer 
financial markets; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2322. A communication from the Dis-
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, reports entitled ‘‘The District’s 
School Modernization Program Has Failed to 
Comply with D.C. Code and Lacks Account-
ability, Transparency and Basic Financial 
Management’’ and ‘‘Audits of Public School 
Construction Programs: A Literature Re-
view’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2323. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air 
Quality Implementation Plans; Connecticut; 
Prevention of Significant Deterioration and 
Nonattainment New Source Review’’ (FRL 
No. 9927–32–Region 1) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 15, 2015; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–2324. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air 
Quality Implementation Plans; Illinois; Mid-
west Generation Variances’’ (FRL No. 9929– 
71–Region 5) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 15, 2015; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–2325. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air 
Quality Implementation Plans; Pennsyl-
vania; Redesignation Request and Associated 
Maintenance Plan for the Lancaster Non-
attainment Area for the 1997 Annual and 2006 
24-Hour Fine Particulate Matter Standard’’ 
(FRL No. 9930–56–Region 3) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on July 
15, 2015; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–2326. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air 
Quality Implementation Plans; Virginia; Re-
vision to the Definition of Volatile Organic 
Compounds’’ (FRL No. 9930–63–Region 3) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 15, 2015; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2327. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans; North Carolina; Nitrogen 
Dioxide and Sulfur Dioxide National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standards Changes’’ (FRL 
No. 9930–76–Region 4) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 15, 2015; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 
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