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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS 
The following bills and joint resolu-

tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. ENZI, and Mr. ROUNDS): 

S. 1844. A bill to amend the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 to provide for vol-
untary country of origin labeling for beef, 
pork, and chicken; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. HATCH: 
S. 1845. A bill to amend the Wild Free- 

Roaming Horses and Burros Act to provide 
for State and tribal management and protec-
tion of wild free-roaming horses and burros, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself and Mr. 
CRUZ): 

S. 1846. A bill to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to secure critical infra-
structure against electromagnetic threats, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. MERKLEY, and Mrs. MCCASKILL): 

S. 1847. A bill to enhance the accuracy of 
credit reporting and provide greater rights 
to consumers who dispute errors in their 
credit reports, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. LEE (for himself and Mr. COR-
NYN): 

S. 1848. A bill to amend the Federal Re-
serve Act to improve the functioning and 
transparency of the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System and the Federal 
Open Market Committee, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. PAUL, Mr. CASSIDY, and 
Mr. BARRASSO): 

S. 1849. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to establish a Medicare 
payment option for patients and eligible pro-
fessionals to freely contract, without pen-
alty, for Medicare fee-for-service items and 
services, while allowing Medicare bene-
ficiaries to use their Medicare benefits; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
PAUL): 

S. 1850. A bill to amend the Juvenile Jus-
tice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 
to eliminate the use of valid court orders to 
secure lockup of status offenders, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr. 
CORNYN): 

S. 1851. A bill to amend the Juvenile Jus-
tice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 
to require States to eliminate the use of re-
straints on pregnant juveniles in State cor-
rection facilities, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CASEY: 
S. 1852. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-

cial Security Act to ensure health insurance 
coverage continuity for former foster youth; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CRUZ: 
S. 1853. A bill to limit the availability of 

funding for contributions to the United Na-
tions if the arms embargo on Iran pursuant 
to United Nations Security Council Resolu-
tions 1747 and 1929 is lifted; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. BOOKER: 
S. 1854. A bill to amend title 39, United 

States Code, to improve the United States 
Postal Service, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. RUBIO, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr. JOHNSON): 

S. 1855. A bill to provide special foreign 
military sales status to the Philippines; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. HIRONO): 

S. 1856. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for suspension and 
removal of employees of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for performance or mis-
conduct that is a threat to public health or 
safety and to improve accountability of em-
ployees of the Department, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself, Ms. 
AYOTTE, and Mr. SCOTT): 

S. 1857. A bill to amend the Small Business 
Act to provide for expanded participation in 
the microloan program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BENNET, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARDIN, 
Mr. CARPER, Mr. COONS, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. 
MIKULSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED, Mr. REID, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. STABENOW, 
Mr. UDALL, Mr. WARNER, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. 1858. A bill to prohibit discrimination on 
the basis of sex, gender identity, and sexual 
orientation, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. UDALL: 
S. 1859. A bill to assure equity in con-

tracting between the Federal Government 
and small business concerns, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr. 
LEAHY): 

S. 1860. A bill to protect and promote inter-
national religious freedom; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. AYOTTE (for herself, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BURR, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. MORAN, 
Mr. PETERS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SCHUMER, 
and Mr. MENENDEZ): 

S. Res. 228. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 2015 as ‘‘National Ovarian Cancer 
Awareness Month’’; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. BURR, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
Mr. BLUNT, Mr. RISCH, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. 
HEINRICH, Mr. COTTON, and Ms. 
HIRONO): 

S. Res. 229. A resolution designating July 
26, 2015, as ‘‘United States Intelligence Pro-
fessionals Day’’; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 174 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 174, a bill to end offshore 
tax abuses, to preserve our national de-
fense and protect American families 
and businesses from devastating cuts, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 284 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 284, a bill to impose sanctions 
with respect to foreign persons respon-
sible for gross violations of inter-
nationally recognized human rights, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 314 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 314, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to provide 
for coverage under the Medicare pro-
gram of pharmacist services. 

S. 512 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 512, a bill to amend title 
18, United States Code, to safeguard 
data stored abroad from improper gov-
ernment access, and for other purposes. 

S. 571 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs. 
ERNST) and the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 571, a bill to amend the Pilot’s Bill 
of Rights to facilitate appeals and to 
apply to other certificates issued by 
the Federal Aviation Administration, 
to require the revision of the third 
class medical certification regulations 
issued by the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, and for other purposes. 

S. 804 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from 
Montana (Mr. TESTER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 804, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to specify coverage of continuous glu-
cose monitoring devices, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 812 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
812, a bill to enhance the ability of 
community financial institutions to 
foster economic growth and serve their 
communities, boost small businesses, 
increase individual savings, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 862 

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 
names of the Senator from New York 
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(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from 
Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 862, a bill to 
amend the Fair Labor Standards Act of 
1938 to provide more effective remedies 
to victims of discrimination in the 
payment of wages on the basis of sex, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 864 

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 864, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to establish direct 
care registered nurse-to-patient staff-
ing ratio requirements in hospitals, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 928 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 928, a bill to reauthorize the 
World Trade Center Health Program 
and the September 11th Victim Com-
pensation Fund of 2001, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 993 

At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
993, a bill to increase public safety by 
facilitating collaboration among the 
criminal justice, juvenile justice, vet-
erans treatment services, mental 
health treatment, and substance abuse 
systems. 

S. 1143 

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1143, a bill to make the authority of 
States of Washington, Oregon, and 
California to manage Dungeness crab 
fishery permanent and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1169 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the names of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL), the Sen-
ator from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) 
and the Senator from California (Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 1169, a bill to reauthorize and im-
prove the Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention Act of 1974, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1170 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1170, a bill to amend title 39, United 
States Code, to extend the authority of 
the United States Postal Service to 
issue a semipostal to raise funds for 
breast cancer research, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1345 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1345, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to improve ac-
cess to diabetes self-management 
training by authorizing certified diabe-
tes educators to provide diabetes self- 
management training services, includ-

ing as part of telehealth services, under 
part B of the Medicare program. 

S. 1387 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1387, a bill to amend title 
XVI of the Social Security Act to up-
date eligibility for the supplemental 
security income program, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1608 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1608, a bill to protect the safety of 
the national airspace system from the 
hazardous operation of consumer 
drones, and for other purposes. 

S. 1640 
At the request of Mr. SESSIONS, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1640, a bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to improve immi-
gration law enforcement within the in-
terior of the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1641 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1641, a bill to improve the use 
by the Department of Veterans Affairs 
of opioids in treating veterans, to im-
prove patient advocacy by the Depart-
ment, and to expand availability of 
complementary and integrative health, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1648 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1648, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to cre-
ate a sustainable future for rural 
healthcare. 

S. 1659 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mrs. MCCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1659, a bill to amend the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 to revise the 
criteria for determining which States 
and political subdivisions are subject 
to section 4 of the Act, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1688 
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mrs. MCCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1688, a bill to provide for 
the admission of the State of New Co-
lumbia into the Union. 

S. 1704 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1704, a bill to amend the In-
dian Tribal Justice Act to secure ur-
gent resources vital to Indian victims 
of crime, and for other purposes. 

S. 1746 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-

sor of S. 1746, a bill to require the Of-
fice of Personnel Management to pro-
vide complimentary, comprehensive 
identity protection coverage to all in-
dividuals whose personally identifiable 
information was compromised during 
recent data breaches at Federal agen-
cies. 

S. 1785 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH) 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1785, a 
bill to repeal the wage rate require-
ments of the Davis-Bacon Act. 

S. 1812 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1812, a bill to protect public safety 
by incentivizing State and local law 
enforcement to cooperate with Federal 
immigration law enforcement to pre-
vent the release of criminal aliens into 
communities. 

S. 1814 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1814, a bill to withhold certain 
Federal funding from sanctuary cities. 

S. 1832 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1832, a bill to provide for 
increases in the Federal minimum 
wage. 

S. 1836 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1836, a bill to provide for a mora-
torium on Federal funding to Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America, 
Inc. 

S. RES. 226 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 226, a resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that the street be-
tween the intersections of 16th Street, 
Northwest and Fuller Street, North-
west and 16th Street, Northwest and 
Euclid Street, Northwest in Wash-
ington, District of Columbia, should be 
designated as ‘‘Oswaldo Paya Way’’ . 

AMENDMENT NO. 2268 
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 

of the Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
ROUNDS) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2268 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 22, a bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to exempt 
employees with health coverage under 
TRICARE or the Veterans Administra-
tion from being taken into account for 
purposes of determining the employers 
to which the employer mandate applies 
under the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2272 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2272 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 22, a bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to exempt 
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employees with health coverage under 
TRICARE or the Veterans Administra-
tion from being taken into account for 
purposes of determining the employers 
to which the employer mandate applies 
under the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2276 

At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 
of the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2276 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 22, a bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to exempt 
employees with health coverage under 
TRICARE or the Veterans Administra-
tion from being taken into account for 
purposes of determining the employers 
to which the employer mandate applies 
under the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2281 

At the request of Mr. LEE, the names 
of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
PERDUE) and the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. RISCH) were added as cosponsors of 
amendment No. 2281 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 22, a bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to exempt 
employees with health coverage under 
TRICARE or the Veterans Administra-
tion from being taken into account for 
purposes of determining the employers 
to which the employer mandate applies 
under the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Ms. 
STABENOW, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. BROWN, Mr. ENZI, 
and Mr. ROUNDS): 

S. 1844. A bill to amend the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act of 1946 to provide 
for voluntary country of origin label-
ing for beef, pork, and chicken; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, today I 
filed, along with a bipartisan group of 
cosponsors, the Voluntary Country of 
Origin Labeling and Trade Enhance-
ment Act of 2015. I wish to thank the 
cosponsors on the legislation. The lead 
cosponsor on the Democratic side is 
Senator DEBBIE STABENOW, ranking 
member on the Senate Agriculture 
Committee. Also joining us in this bi-
partisan group are Senator JOHN THUNE 
from South Dakota, another member of 
the agriculture committee, Senator 
AMY KLOBUCHAR, Senator CHUCK 
GRASSLEY, Senator HEIDI HEITKAMP, 
Senator MIKE ENZI, and Senator 
SHERROD BROWN. With the exception of 
Senator ENZI, all of the cosponsors are 
members of our agriculture committee. 

What we are trying to do is come up 
with a solution to the country-of-ori-
gin labeling issue. This is an issue that 
has been in a WTO court for some time 
and involves the United States, Can-
ada, and Mexico, our very good trading 
partners. Essentially what we are 

working to do is to find a solution that 
addresses the WTO issues as far as 
country-of-origin labeling in a way 
that makes sure that we are WTO com-
pliant so that there are no duties or 
tariffs that can be levied against any of 
our agricultural exports or any other 
exports. At the same time, for those 
who want to use country-of-origin la-
beling on a voluntary basis, they are 
able to do so. That would preserve 
what is known as the ‘‘Grade A’’ label, 
which simply means born, raised, and 
slaughtered or processed in the United 
States. So for beef, pork, and chicken, 
if it is born and raised and processed in 
the United States, one can still use 
that ‘‘Grade A’’ label, but it is a vol-
untary program, it is not a mandatory 
program. We do that purposely so that 
we meet the WTO requirements. I have 
spoken with the U.S. Trade Represent-
ative’s office about that issue, which I 
will go into in just a minute. 

What we have done is we have simply 
taken the House legislation—sponsored 
by the Agriculture Committee chair-
man in the House, Representative MIKE 
CONAWAY, which passed in the House— 
essentially, we take the same bill, the 
same language as far as repealing man-
datory COOL. So we repeal mandatory 
COOL, which puts us in compliance 
with what the WTO is asking for, then 
we simply add some language that al-
lows for a voluntary program, so that 
for processors, marketers, and pro-
ducers that want to participate in a 
voluntary program, they can. If they 
believe consumers want to know, then 
they have that opportunity to provide 
their product with the ‘‘Grade A’’ label 
on a voluntary basis. That is reason-
able because that is what Canada does. 
Canada has a voluntary program. It is 
called their ‘‘Product of Canada’’ label. 
So all we are doing is what Canada 
does. We repeal the mandatory pro-
gram and we put in place a voluntary 
program just as our good friends and 
neighbors do in Canada. 

When I spoke with the U.S. Trade 
Representative about this issue, essen-
tially what they said is whether we re-
peal mandatory COOL by itself or re-
peal mandatory COOL and have a vol-
untary program, essentially we are in 
the same position vis-a-vis meeting the 
WTO requirements. 

So this is really an effort to build bi-
partisan support for a solution to the 
COOL issue, which has been a chal-
lenging issue. This is an issue we 
worked on on the farm bill. I was one 
of the conferees on the conference com-
mittee, and COOL and some of the 
other issues were some of the last— 
dairy, for example—issues we were able 
to resolve in finally getting an agree-
ment on a farm bill. 

Again, this is an effort in a practical 
way to bring people together on both 
sides of the issue to solve the problem. 
We make sure we are WTO compliant. 
Then, on a voluntary basis, there is the 
option for people to label as they want 
to. We work to create enough bipar-
tisan support in this body so we can 

deal with the issue now, so we can re-
solve the issue now and pass this legis-
lation and then get it to conference 
with the House and have a resolution 
before the end of this month and before 
the August recess so that this issue is 
taken care of. 

I look forward to working with ev-
erybody involved on both sides of the 
aisle, including our esteemed chairman 
of the Agriculture Committee, Senator 
ROBERTS. I appreciate all the time we 
have spent working together on this 
issue. I look forward to working with 
Members on both sides of the aisle, 
both on the Agriculture Committee 
and everyone else, to craft a solution, 
advance it through this body, and get 
it to conference with the House. 

As I said, I have spoken with Chair-
man CONAWAY, the Agriculture Com-
mittee chairman in the House. We have 
a good relationship, and we had a good 
dialogue about the sooner we get to 
work together to resolve this, the bet-
ter, and we look forward to that. 

Again, I ask my colleagues to join 
with us, our bipartisan group, in a bi-
partisan way. Let’s get this done and 
make sure we not only have addressed 
the issue with the World Trade Organi-
zation court so there are no duties but 
also make sure we have put forward a 
solution that works for the American 
consumer and for the American agri-
culture industry, that on a voluntary 
basis gives them the opportunity to 
provide country-of-origin labeling as 
well as solving the WTO challenge. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for him-
self, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. BROWN, Mr. TESTER, 
and Ms. HIRONO): 

S. 1856. A bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for sus-
pension and removal of employees of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs for 
performance or misconduct that is a 
threat to public health or safety and to 
improve accountability of employees of 
the Department, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 
going back to my colleagues who have 
appeared to talk about issues of ac-
countability for the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, I want to say how 
grateful I am for the spirit of collabo-
ration that prevailed yesterday in our 
meeting. 

Very generously and responsibly, the 
chairman of that committee, Senator 
ISAKSON—my good friend and distin-
guished colleague from Georgia—of-
fered and committed to continue the 
effort to improve the measures we ap-
proved yesterday in our committee to 
hold accountable the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and all of its employ-
ees—just as we do any other agency of 
government—to make sure we keep 
faith with our veterans and leave no 
veteran behind. 

Our Nation needs to make sure we 
provide the robust resources and the 
prompt delivery of health care services 
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