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consent to the nominations of Kristen 
Marie Kulinowski, of New York, to be a 
Member of the Chemical Safety and 
Hazard Investigation Board for a term 
of five years; Vanessa Lorraine Allen 
Sutherland, of Virginia, to be a Mem-
ber of the Chemical Safety and Hazard 
Investigation Board for a term of five 
years; and Vanessa Lorraine Allen 
Sutherland, of Virginia, to be Chair-
person of the Chemical Safety and Haz-
ard Investigation Board for a term of 
five years? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that at 5 p.m. 
on Tuesday, September 8, the Senate 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nomination: Cal-
endar No. 82, Roseann Ketchmark to be 
U.S. District Judge; that there be 30 
minutes for debate on the nomination 
equally divided in the usual form; that 
upon the use or yielding back of time, 
the Senate vote without intervening 
action or debate on the nomination; 
that following disposition of the nomi-
nation, the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate; that no further motions be in 
order to the nomination; that any 
statements related to the nomination 
be printed in the RECORD; that the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action, and the Senate 
then resume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—NOMINATIONS IN STATUS 
QUO 

Mr. MCCONNELL. As in executive 
session, I ask unanimous consent that 
all the nominations received by the 
Senate during the 114th Congress, first 
session, remain in status quo, notwith-
standing the provisions of rule XXXI, 
paragraph 6, of the Standing Rules of 
the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR A CONDITIONAL 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES AND RE-
CESS OR ADJOURNMENT OF THE 
SENATE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Chair 
lay before the Senate H. Con. Res. 72, 
which was received from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 72) 
providing for a conditional adjournment of 
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the concurrent resolution 
be agreed to, the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table, and any state-
ments related to the concurrent resolu-
tion be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 72) was agreed to, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 72 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on any legislative day from Tuesday, 
August 4, 2015, through Friday, September 4, 
2015, on a motion offered pursuant to this 
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader 
or his designee, it stand adjourned until 2:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, September 8, 2015, or until 
the time of any reassembly pursuant to sec-
tion 2 of this concurrent resolution, which-
ever occurs first; and that when the Senate 
recesses or adjourns on any day from Tues-
day, August 4, 2015, through Saturday, Sep-
tember 5, 2015, on a motion offered pursuant 
to this concurrent resolution by its Majority 
Leader or his designee, it stand recessed or 
adjourned until noon on Tuesday, September 
8, 2015, or such other time on that day as 
may be specified by its Majority Leader or 
his designee in the motion to recess or ad-
journ, or until the time of any reassembly 
pursuant to section 3 of this concurrent reso-
lution, whichever occurs first. 

SEC. 2. (a) The Speaker or his designee, 
after consultation with the Minority Leader 
of the House, shall notify the Members of the 
House to reassemble at such place and time 
as he may designate if, in his opinion, the 
public interest shall warrant it. 

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the House adjourns on a 
motion offered pursuant to this subsection 
by its Majority Leader or his designee, the 
House shall again stand adjourned pursuant 
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion. 

SEC. 3. (a) The Majority Leader of the Sen-
ate or his designee, after concurrence with 
the Minority Leader of the Senate, shall no-
tify the Members of the Senate to reassem-
ble at such place and time as he may des-
ignate if, in his opinion, the public interest 
shall warrant it. 

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the Senate adjourns on a 
motion offered pursuant to this subsection 
by its Majority Leader or his designee, the 
Senate shall again stand adjourned pursuant 
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion. 

f 

SIGNING AUTHORITY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the junior 
Senator from West Virginia, the junior 
Senator from Arkansas, and the junior 
Senator from Missouri be authorized to 
sign duly enrolled bills or joint resolu-
tions today through September 8, 2015. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the upcoming adjournment of 
the Senate, the President of the Sen-
ate, the President pro tempore, and the 
majority and minority leaders be au-
thorized to make appointments to com-
missions, committees, boards, con-
ferences or interparliamentary con-
ferences authorized by law, by concur-
rent action of the two Houses or by 
order of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

JOINT REFERRAL—NOMINATION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that, as in ex-
ecutive session, the nomination of Mi-
chael Herman Michaud, of Maine, to be 
Assistant Secretary of Labor for Vet-
erans’ Employment and Training, sent 
to the Senate by the President, be re-
ferred jointly to the HELP and Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committees. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Utah. 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that I be permitted 
to finish this speech regardless of time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

FINANCE COMMITTEE’S REPORT 
ON ITS INVESTIGATION OF THE 
IRS 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, earlier 
today, the Senate Finance Committee 
finally and at long last issued its re-
port on its bipartisan investigation of 
the IRS’s treatment of organizations 
applying for tax-exempt status. 

As you will recall, this investigation 
began 2 years and 2 months ago after 
we became aware of allegations that 
the IRS had targeted certain organiza-
tions for extra and undue scrutiny 
based on the groups’ names and polit-
ical views. 

These were serious allegations. In-
deed, they struck at the very heart of 
the principle—one that everyone 
should agree on—that our Nation’s tax 
laws should be administered fairly and 
without regard to politics or partisan-
ship. Despite the inherently political 
nature of these allegations, the Fi-
nance Committee, which has exclusive 
legislative jurisdiction and primary 
oversight jurisdiction over the IRS, im-
mediately opened a full bipartisan in-
vestigation into this matter. 

The investigation officially began on 
May 21, 2013, under the direction of 
former Chairman Max Baucus and my-
self, when I was the ranking member. 
When Senator WYDEN assumed the 
leadership of the committee last year, 
he agreed to continue the bipartisan 
work we had begun, and I am very 
grateful to him. This bipartisan co-
operation has continued unabated since 
I became chairman in January of this 
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