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and using his personal gym member-
ship. Recognizing this young man’s
creative abilities, Ed also took it upon
himself to research and apply for a
grant to help pay for his college ex-
penses. Thanks in large part to Ed’s
commitment and dedication, that
young man is a now graphic designer
and, as he continues to work on his re-
habilitation, taking steps again is a
real possibility.

As Ed’s story demonstrates, the job
of a direct support professional is not
easy. The hours are often long, and the
wages are low. The job can be phys-
ically laborious, as well as emotionally
draining. The reward for direct support
professionals, however, is that they are
able to improve the lives of individuals
with disabilities and help fulfill the
promise of the ADA by making it pos-
sible for these Americans to partici-
pate in their communities to the full-
est extent possible.

Today, we have the opportunity to
recognize the millions of direct support
professionals who provide essential
services to individuals with disabil-
ities, to thank them for their commit-
ment and dedication, and to express
our appreciation for the critically im-
portant work they do every day
throughout our country.

I urge my colleagues to join me and
Senator COLLINS in expressing our ap-
preciation for our country’s direct sup-
port professionals and supporting the
resolution designating the week begin-
ning September 13, 2015, as ‘‘National
Direct Support Professionals Recogni-
tion Week.”

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 246—COM-
MEMORATING 80 YEARS SINCE
THE CREATION OF SOCIAL SECU-
RITY

Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. REID,
Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. STABENOW, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mr. NELSON, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Mr. CARPER, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BROWN,
Mr. BENNET, Mr. CASEY, Mr. WARNER,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BOOKER, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. COONS, Mr.
DONNELLY, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
HEINRICH, Ms. HEITKAMP, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY,
Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. REED, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. TESTER,
Mr. UDALL, Ms. WARREN, and Mr.
WHITEHOUSE) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Finance:

S. RES. 246

Whereas on August 14, 1935, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Social Se-
curity Act into law, thereby establishing a
vital — and ultimately universal - insurance
program for workers and families under
which workers earn coverage by working and
paying Social Security taxes on their earn-
ings;

Whereas Congress further strengthened So-
cial Security over the years by enacting im-
provements to, and expansion of, retirement,
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survivors, and disability benefits for workers
and their families, and now Social Security
provides economic security to the Nation,
and touches the life of nearly every Amer-
ican;

Whereas Social Security is one program
that offers two essential earned benefits that
are fundamentally linked: benefits for work-
ers with disabilities and benefits for retired
workers;

Whereas in 2014, more than 48,000,000 retire-
ment and survivors beneficiaries and about
11,000,000 disability beneficiaries, including
eligible family members, received Social Se-
curity benefits;

Whereas Social Security benefits are mod-
est but fundamental to the economic secu-
rity of our Nation, with the average dis-
ability benefit less than $1,200 per month, or
less than $14,000 per year—falling just above
the poverty line—and the average retirement
benefit of close to $1,300 per month, or less
than $16,000 per year;

Whereas older Americans rely heavily on
Social Security, with 9 out of 10 individuals
age 65 and older receiving Social Security
benefits, and among elderly Social Security
beneficiaries, 52 percent of married couples
and 74 percent of unmarried persons receive
more than half of their income from Social
Security;

Whereas the Social Security Administra-
tion will issue almost $900,000,000,000 in
earned benefits this year, while more than
1,200 Social Security field offices nationwide
provide essential, accurate, and face-to-face
services to millions of Americans each day;

Whereas workers who are supported by dis-
ability benefits today will receive retirement
benefits at full retirement age because So-
cial Security Disability Insurance ensures
that workers who are no longer able to work
and their families are protected from the
loss of future retirement benefits;

Whereas Social Security’s Disability Insur-
ance protections are especially important to
older workers, with 70 percent of Social Se-
curity Disability Insurance beneficiaries are
older than 50 and 30 percent are older than
60;

Whereas Social Security has evolved with
changes in the American workforce, with the
number of working women who are fully in-
sured for Social Security benefits more than
doubling between 1970 and today;

Whereas Social Security provides funda-
mental protection to workers of every age,
including young workers, who have a one-in-
three chance of dying or needing Social Se-
curity disability benefits before reaching re-
tirement age;

Whereas Social Security is America’s
‘“‘family insurance plan,”’” providing more
than 9 out of 10 American workers and their
families basic but critical protection in the
event they can no longer work to support
themselves and their families due to a severe
medical condition;

Whereas, Social Security provides a life-
line for almost 7,000,000 children nationwide
who receive benefits directly because a par-
ent has died, become disabled, or retired, or
indirectly because they live with a relative
who is eligible to collect benefits;

Whereas Social Security is efficient — ad-
ministrative expenses are less than one per-
cent of benefits paid — and benefit payments
are 99 percent accurate; and

Whereas Social Security has dramatically
reduced poverty, with research indicating
that the entire reduction in elderly poverty
between 1967 and 2000 was due to Social Secu-
rity, that without Social Security 40 percent
of the population older than 65 would be
poor, and that Social Security benefits lifted
an estimated 2,000,000 children out of poverty
in 2013: Now, therefore, be it
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Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) Social Security provides earned benefits
that are crucial to the economic security of
our Nation and must be preserved to ensure
future generations of Americans are pro-
tected;

(2) with the strong support of the Federal
Government, Social Security must continue
to deliver guaranteed retirement and life in-
surance benefits for workers and their fami-
lies, as well as serve as an indispensable safe-
ty net for the most vulnerable segments of
American society, including children, per-
sons with disabilities, the elderly, and the
poor; and

(3) while the Trust Funds that support So-
cial Security are projected to pay all bene-
fits through 2034, Congress should act to en-
sure this vital program can support workers
and families far into the future, but should
reject proposals that weaken or privatize So-
cial Security and should consider proposals
to strengthen Social Security benefits.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I wish to
take a few minutes in my capacity as
ranking Democrat on the Committee
on Finance to talk about the upcoming
80th anniversary of a great moment in
our country’s history—the creation of
the Social Security Program on August
14, 1935.

I am very pleased to be joined by all
of my colleagues on this side of the
aisle in the introduction of a resolution
demonstrating how much we appre-
ciate this historic anniversary. Thanks
in large part to Social Security, old
age in America is no longer synony-
mous with hardship. American workers
have the great comfort of knowing that
if the worst happens, Social Security
will be there for them and their fami-
lies.

I remember how essential Social Se-
curity was to many of the older people
I worked with when I was director of
the Oregon Gray Panthers. However,
eight short decades ago, seniors often
lived in poverty and hard-working
Americans had no guarantee of eco-
nomic security. Our country was in the
throes of the Great Depression. Unem-
ployment topped 20 percent. You had
bread lines for blocks, and the home-
less population was growing. There was
no social safety net, no lifeline that of-
fered some measure of dignity. If a per-
son lost their job, became disabled, suf-
fered the loss of a family member, they
were on their own. There was nowhere
to turn. Life was difficult for many
Americans but none more so than the
poor, the elderly, or the disabled. Trag-
ically, many aging and disabled Ameri-
cans without family to care for them
ended up destitute or on the street.

America is now a different place,
thanks in no small part to the protec-
tion of Social Security. It is one of the
strongest threads in America’s safety
net, protecting the well-being of mil-
lions and keeping millions more out of
poverty. This year nearly 60 million
American workers and eligible family
members will receive nearly $900 bil-
lion in retirement, survivors, and dis-
ability benefits.

Among older Social Security bene-
ficiaries, more than half of married
couples and nearly three-quarters of
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unmarried individuals get the majority
of their income from Social Security.
As of 2014, 151 million Americans had
earned the protection of disability in-
surance. That is a tremendous accom-
plishment. Well over 100 million work-
ers and their families can go about
their days with the confidence that
they are financially protected in the
event of a medical catastrophe because
of Social Security.

The program also provides indispen-
sable benefits to nearly 7 million chil-
dren. Without those benefits, many of
the youngsters would face dire cir-
cumstances after the death or dis-
ability of a parent. None of this could
have happened without the continuing
support of the Congress.

Time and time again, Members have
come together on a bipartisan basis to
ensure this vital program remains
strong. The 1939 amendments to Social
Security expanded retirement benefits.
In 1954, the Congress passed amend-
ments that provided protection for
workers who became disabled. The So-
cial Security amendments of 1980 and
1983 also made important changes that
helped ensure the program’s long-term
viability.

Social Security is one of America’s
great economic successes. The program
is robust. In my view, there is big bi-
partisan interest in keeping it that
way. I look forward to working with
my colleagues and the ranking Demo-
crat on the Finance Committee so that
on both sides of the aisle we work to-
gether to ensure that Social Security
continues to thrive for generations to
come.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 247—COM-
MEMORATING AND HONORING
THE ACTIONS OF PRESIDENT
HARRY S. TRUMAN AND THE
CREWS OF THE ENOLA GAY AND
BOCKSCAR IN USING THE ATOM-
IC BOMB TO BRING WORLD WAR
II TO AN END

Mr. ISAKSON submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. RES. 247

Whereas, during World War II, in 1945, war
in the Pacific Theater between the United
States and Japan had entered its fourth
year;

Whereas Allied military commanders were
preparing to invade Japan;

Whereas President Harry S. Truman made
the tactical decision to use the newly devel-
oped atomic bomb against Japan instead of
invading Japan;

Whereas, on August 6, 1945, the crew of the
Enola Gay, under the command of Colonel
Paul W. Tibbets, Jr., dropped an atomic
bomb on Hiroshima, Japan; and

Whereas, on August 9, 1945, the crew of the
Bockscar, under the command of Major
Charles W. Sweeney, dropped an atomic
bomb on Nagasaki, Japan: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates and honors the coura-
geous decision of President Harry S. Truman
to use atomic bombs against Japan to bring
an end to World War II; and
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(2) commemorates and honors the coura-
geous actions by the crews of the Enola Gay
and the Bockscar in carrying out missions
against Hiroshima and Nagasaki, respec-
tively, that accomplished tactical terminal
objectives and saved a countless number of
lives of citizens of the United States.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION 248—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2015 AS

“NATIONAL PROSTATE CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. SESSIONS (for himself, Mr.
SHELBY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. VITTER,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. MORAN, Mrs.

BOXER, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
KING, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOKER, and Mr.
B00ZMAN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 248

Whereas over 2,900,000 families in the
United States live with prostate cancer;

Whereas 1 in 7 males in the United States
will be diagnosed with prostate cancer in
their lifetimes;

Whereas prostate cancer is the most com-
monly diagnosed non-skin cancer and the
second leading cause of cancer-related
deaths among males in the United States;

Whereas in 2015, the National Cancer Insti-
tute estimates that 220,800 men will be diag-
nosed with, and more than 27,000 men will
die of, prostate cancer;

Whereas 40 percent of newly diagnosed
prostate cancer cases occur in males under
the age of 65;

Whereas the odds of developing prostate
cancer rise rapidly after age 50;

Whereas African-American males suffer
from a prostate cancer incidence rate that is
significantly higher than White males and
have double the prostate cancer mortality
rate of White males;

Whereas obesity is a significant predictor
of the severity of prostate cancer;

Whereas the probability that obesity will
lead to death and high cholesterol levels is
strongly associated with advanced prostate
cancer;

Whereas having a father or brother with
prostate cancer more than doubles the risk
of a man developing prostate cancer, with a
particularly high risk for men who have a
brother with the disease;

Whereas screening by a digital rectal ex-
amination and a prostate-specific antigen
blood test can detect the disease at the ear-
lier, more treatable stages, which could in-
crease the chances of survival for more than
b years to nearly 100 percent;

Whereas only 38 percent of males survive
more than 5 years if diagnosed with prostate
cancer after the cancer has metastasized;

Whereas there are no noticeable symptoms
of prostate cancer while prostate cancer is in
the early stages, making appropriate screen-
ing critical;

Whereas ongoing research promises further
improvements in prostate cancer prevention,
early detection, and treatment; and

Whereas educating people in the United
States, including health care providers,
about prostate cancer and early detection
strategies is crucial to saving the lives of
males and preserving and protecting fami-
lies: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2015 as ‘‘National
Prostate Cancer Awareness Month’’;

(2) declares that steps should be taken—

(A) to raise awareness about the impor-
tance of screening methods for, and treat-
ment of, prostate cancer;
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(B) to encourage research so that screening
and treatment for prostate cancer may be
improved, the causes of prostate cancer may
be discovered, and a cure for prostate cancer
may be developed; and

(C) to continue to consider ways for im-
proving access to, and the quality of, health
care services for detecting and treating pros-
tate cancer; and

(3) calls on the people of the United States,
interest groups, and affected persons—

(A) to promote awareness of prostate can-
cer;

(B) to take an active role in the fight to
end the devastating effects of prostate can-
cer on individuals, families, and the econ-
omy; and

(C) to observe National Prostate Cancer
Awareness Month with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

———————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2616. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 754, to improve cybersecurity in the
United States through enhanced sharing of
information about cybersecurity threats,
and for other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 2617. Mr. GARDNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 754, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 2618. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 754, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 2619. Mr. McCAIN (for himself and Mr.
FLAKE) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 754, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2620. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself
and Mr. BLUNT) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
754, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 2621. Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.
UDALL, Mr. BROWN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Ms. BALDWIN)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 754, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table .

SA 2622. Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.
UDALL, Mr. BROWN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Ms. BALDWIN)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 754, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table .

SA 2623. Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. WARNER, and Mr. COATS) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by her to the bill S. 754, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2624. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 754, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 2625. Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mr.
CARPER, Ms. AYOTTE, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Ms.
CoLLINS, and Mr. WARNER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 754, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 2626. Mr. WHITEHOUSE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 754, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 2627. Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr.
JOHNSON, Ms. AYOTTE, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Ms.
CoLLINS, and Mr. WARNER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 754, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 2628. Mr. WYDEN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
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