September 8, 2015

IN MEMORY OF JUDGE LAWRENCE
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Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
memory of retired U.S. District Court Judge
Lawrence K. Karlton, who passed away last
month. | ask my colleagues to take a moment
and join me in tribute to Judge Karlton’s truly
distinguished life and service to the American
people.

Judge Karlton was a steadfast believer that
justice and equal protection under the law ap-
plied to all Americans, regardless of one’s
place in our nation and society. After grad-
uating from New York University and Colum-
bia School of law, Judge Karlton served in the
United States Army and was the lead Civilian
Legal Officer at the Sacramento Army Depot.
He would later serve in private practice and
volunteer as a lawyer for the American Civil
Liberties Union on a number of civil rights
cases. Governor Jerry Brown, well aware of
Judge Karlton’s talents, appointed him to the
Superior Court of California in 1976. Three
years later, President Jimmy Carter appointed
him to the United States District Court for the
Eastern District of California in 1979. He
would serve honorably for a number of years
and took senior status in 2000. After thirty-five
years on the federal bench, Judge Karlton for-
mally retired last September.

With his passing, Judge Karlton has left be-
hind a clear legacy as a fair jurist, one who
was always impartial to those who stood in
front of him, and one who clearly valued the
rights enshrined in the United States Constitu-
tion. He has left an unforgettable mark on the
people of our nation who needed the federal
courts to be strong in order to protect their
rights. While on the federal bench, Judge
Karlton served on a number three judge pan-
els that were charged with overseeing the
State of California’s overcrowded prison sys-
tem. He oversaw a complex class action case
filed on behalf of those who had immigrated to
the United States in the 1980s, and waded
into the complexities of federal protections for
endangered species in the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta in the 2000s.

Finally and perhaps most importantly, Judge
Karlton leaves a legacy as a mentor to many
talented lawyers, a number of whom have
gone on to be appointed to federal and state
judgeships. While the responsibilities of serv-
ing on federal bench were immense, he also
was a wonderful husband to his wife, Sue,
and father to his daughter, Emily Williams.

Mr. Speaker, as Judge Lawrence Karlton’s
family, friends and colleagues gather to honor
his life and accomplishments, | ask that my
colleagues join me in thanking him and recog-
nizing him for his many years of service to our
nation and the legacy that he leaves behind.
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Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor Stanislaus Council of
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Governments (StanCOG) Executive Director
Carlos P. Yamzon on his retirement; and to
personally thank him for his years of profound
service to Stanislaus County.

Over 35 years ago, Mr. Yamzon’'s career
began in the public service of transportation.
Twenty-seven of those years were spent in
technical and management positions with the
California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), whose purpose is to provide a safe
and reliable transportation system to benefit
and enhance the state of California.

After working in the transportation sector,
Mr. Yamzon was amply prepared to begin
working for StanCOG, the federally-designated
Metropolitan Planning Organization, and the
state designated Regional Transportation
Planning Agency for the region of Stanislaus
County. He worked diligently for this public or-
ganization to ensure transportation plans that
would enhance the economic vitality of all
Stanislaus County cities. After five short years,
Mr. Yamzon was promoted to Executive Direc-
tor.

In this role, Mr. Yamzon was responsible for
a variety of entities within the organization. He
was charged with regional transportation plan-
ning, program administration, financial man-
agement and budget control where he handled
all areas proficiently and with expertise. Mr.
Yamzon was a key player in implementing
StanCOG’s 2011 and 2014 Regional Trans-
portation Plans. These plans will continue to
be utilized for future transportation improve-
ments and investments.

During his time at StanCOG, Mr. Yamzon
was also instrumental in improving State
Route 132. This is a major route for central
valley commuters, as well as commercial truck
drivers. In addition to Mr. Yamzon’s efforts to
improve State Route 132, he was an advocate
for finding a suitable route in Stanislaus Coun-
ty to connect Interstate 5 and State Highway
99, 2 of California’s best known routes.

Mr. Yamzon is a well-known leader in the
community of Modesto and the region of
Stanislaus County. In the StanCOG office lo-
cated in downtown Modesto, he is loved and
admired by his staff for his sense of humor,
unique sock choices, his love for jelly donuts
and his keen devotion to rock and roll.

Residing in Modesto, California for 29 years,
Carlos and his wife Liz raised two children;
daughter Aja Yamzon and son Marlon
Yamzon.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and
commending the outstanding contributions
made to the ftransportation systems in
Stanislaus County by Executive Director Car-
los Yamzon. We wish him continued success
in his retirement.

—————
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the extraordinary life of Mr. Mark Raymond
Chandler. Known throughout the Bay Area as
a tireless advocate for veterans, Mr. Chandler
has left an undeniable mark on our commu-
nity. With his passing on July 31, 2015, we
look to honor the outstanding quality of his
life’s work.
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Born in Erie, Pennsylvania, on July 25,
1934, Mark Raymond Chandler, formerly Ray-
mond Joseph Buczynski, set out to explore
the world at a young age. Mark spent much of
his youth in New York City as a theatre actor.
At the age of sixteen, he joined the United
States Navy and later served in the Korean
War. Mr. Chandler also aided in the evacu-
ation of American civilian and “at risk” Viet-
namese from Saigon in the fall of Saigon. He
traveled extensively across the world, and met
his beloved wife Indiah while working in Indo-
nesia.

Later on in life, Mr. Chandler dedicated him-
self to serving as an advocate for disabled
veterans, serving on the Veterans Affairs
Commission, and working tirelessly to bring a
VA Clinic to Alameda Point.

Mr. Chandler was a soldier, an actor, and a
journalist, but above all else, he was a loving
husband and father. He is survived by his wife
Indiah, his siblings Marianne and Sonny, his
chidren Kathy, Roger, Steven, and Brian, and
his grandson Oliver.

Mark will forever be remembered as a hope-
less romantic, a lover of roses, and a man
who, despite all of his travels and experi-
ences, cherished nothing more than sharing a
coffee and a bun with his grandson, who he
loved more than life itself.

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes the life of an outstanding indi-
vidual and leader. Mr. Chandler’s contributions
have truly impacted countless lives throughout
the Bay Area. | join all of Mr. Chandler’s loved
ones in celebrating his incredible accomplish-
ments and offer my most sincere condolences.

——
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Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Callie
Eckmann from the Tri-Center Varsity Cheer
team, as she has been honored with the sta-
tus of All-American at the Tri-Center cheer
camp.

To achieve this status, Callie had to try out
in front of the entire camp, demonstrating her
knowledge and skill in all areas of cheer.
Callie has dedicated her time and talents to
achieving a single goal and | commend her for
her hard work and determination.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Callie
demonstrates the rewards of hard work, dedi-
cation and perseverance. | am honored to rep-
resent her in the United States Congress. |
know all of my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating Callie on a job well done, and wish her
nothing but continued success.

———
COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-

VERSARY OF THE VOTING
RIGHTS ACT OF 1965

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker on this
joyful day 50 years ago, President Lyndon
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