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is considering the international agreement
to prohibit Iran from obtaining nuclear
weapons. The bipartisan bill—to give Con-
gress a deliberate and constructive review of
the final nuclear agreement with Iran—was
drafted so that 60 votes would be required in
the Senate to pass either a motion of ap-
proval or a motion of disapproval.

He continued:

We should follow the procedure that was
explicitly discussed and agreed to when we
voted on this act, which passed the Senate 98
to 1.

That is a direct quote from one of the
authors of this legislation.

It was never any Senator’s intention
to forgo the 60-vote threshold.

Republicans are trying to pull a bait-
and-switch that is born out of despera-
tion. They haven’t had a good August;
let’s face it.

Are Republicans stalling on this
issue so they don’t have to work with
Democrats to keep our government
open and funded? There wasn’t a day
that went by during the recess that we
didn’t have some Republican Senator
talk about closing the government.
Every time that happened, the Repub-
lican leader would say: Well, we are not
going to do that. So there is a lot of
talk among Republican circles about
the Republicans doing everything they
can to force votes on things that have
nothing to do with funding this govern-
ment long term. So are Republicans
stalling on this issue so they don’t
have to work with Democrats to keep
our government open and funded? Do
they want to wait until the last minute
to jam us with something?

Are Republicans stalling on this
issue so they don’t have to work with
us on a bipartisan cyber security bill?
Every day that goes by without legisla-
tion in this body is a day that bad guys
are doing bad things to our businesses
and to our country—stealing our
names and addresses, trade secrets, ev-
erything they can, is what they are
doing.

Perhaps Republicans are stalling on
this critical legislation so they don’t
have to address our distressed infra-
structure, insolvent highway system,
crumbling roads and bridges?

I hope that instead of forcing the
Senate to jump through unnecessary
procedural hurdles, the Republicans
will join with the Senate Democrats
and agree to vote on final passage.

It takes a lot of nerve for the Repub-
lican leader, after the numerous
speeches he has given about the 60-vote
threshold on everything important—is
he suggesting this Iran agreement is
not important?

Let’s hope that instead of forcing the
Senate to jump through unnecessary
procedural hurdles—in fact, the Repub-
licans are filibustering their own reso-
lution. I hope they will join with Sen-
ate Democrats and agree to vote on
final passage.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of H.J. Res.
61, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 61) amending
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to exempt
employees with health coverage under
TRICARE or the Veterans Administration
from being taken into account for purposes
of determining the employers to which the
employer mandate applies under the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

AMENDMENT NO. 2640

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have a substitute amendment at the
desk that I ask the clerk to report.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCON-
NELL] proposes an amendment numbered
2640.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the read-
ing of the amendment be dispensed
with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:

Strike line three and all that follows and
insert:

That Congress does not favor the agree-
ment transmitted by the President to Con-
gress on July 19, 2015, under subsection (a) of
section 135 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954
(42 U.S.C. 2160e) for purposes of prohibiting
the taking of any action involving any meas-
ure of statutory sanctions relief by the
United States pursuant to such agreement
under subsection (¢)(2)(B) of such section.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask for the yeas and nays on my
amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2641 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2640

Mr. MCCONNELL. I have an amend-
ment at the desk that I ask the clerk
to report.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCON-
NELL] proposes an amendment numbered 2641
to amendment No. 2640.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end add the following.

“This Act shall take effect 1 day after the
date of enactment.”

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask for the yeas
and nays on my amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2642 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2641

Mr. McCCONNELL. I have a second-de-
gree amendment at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The
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The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCON-
NELL] proposes an amendment numbered 2642
to amendment No. 2641.

The amendment is as follows:

Strike ‘1 day’ and insert ‘2 days’’.

AMENDMENT NO. 2643

Mr. McCONNELL. I have an amend-
ment to the text proposed to be strick-
en.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCON-
NELL] proposes an amendment numbered 2643
to the language proposed to be stricken by
amendment No. 2640.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end add the following.

“This Act shall take effect 3 days after the
date of enactment.”

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask for the yeas
and nays on that amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2644 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2643

Mr. McCCONNELL. I have a second-de-
gree amendment at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCON-
NELL] proposes an amendment numbered 2644
to amendment No. 2643.

The amendment is as follows:

Strike ‘3"’ and insert “‘4”.

MOTION TO COMMIT WITH AMENDMENT NO. 2645

Mr. MCCONNELL. I have a motion to
commit with instructions at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCON-
NELL] moves to commit the joint resolution
to the Foreign Relations Committee with in-
structions to report back forthwith with an
amendment numbered 2645.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end add the following.

“This Act shall take effect 5 days after the
date of enactment.”

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask for the yeas
and nays on the motion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2646

Mr. McCONNELL. I have an amend-
ment to the instructions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCON-
NELL] proposes an amendment numbered 2646
to the instructions (amendment No. 2645) of
the motion to commit H.J. Res. 61.

The amendment is as follows:

Strike ‘6"’ and insert “‘6”’.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask for the yeas
and nays on my amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?
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