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things, that we gridlock the Congress
of the United States and make America
uncompetitive and undermine con-
fidence in this country.

Yes, Mr. Leader, you are very toler-
ant, and I will keep asking the ques-
tion because I think it is critical for
our economy, and it is critical to get
us off this gridlock where a small mi-
nority of the Congress of the United
States is holding good policy hostage.

Now, let me also ask you: On October
29, the highway bill will lose its au-
thorization, which we have been ex-
tending in very short periods of time.
The gentleman knows no Governor, no
mayor, no county commissioner, no
contractor can possibly plan infra-
structure improvements—highways,
bridges, sewer systems, whatever—on
the basis of 90-day or 60-day extensions
of authority and funding.

The gentleman didn’t mention it. It
is not coming up next week. I under-
stand that we have a longer time—but
not a long time—between now and Oc-
tober 29 when the highway bill will ex-
pire. As the gentleman, I am sure,
knows and agrees, the failure to do
that will have a significant adverse ef-
fect on jobs for Americans and a sig-
nificant adverse effect on the infra-
structure of this country.

Can the gentleman tell me whether
or not he expects a highway bill to
come to the floor anytime within the
timeframe prior to October 29?

I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

As the gentleman did mention, the
highway program is currently author-
ized through the end of October. The
relevant committees are at work—I
met with them today—developing the
best path forward, and I will keep you
apprised, as well as the Members, and I
expect it to be done before the dead-
line.

Mr. HOYER. That is good news that
the highway bill, at least, will be done
before the deadline.

I will tell my friend, like the major-
ity leader, I had a discussion today
with Mr. DEFAZzIO, who is the ranking
Democrat on the relevant committee,
Mr. SHUSTER being the chairman. I
know they have had some discussions,
but I also know that they are not very
close to an agreement. I know that nei-
ther one of them likes the Senate bill
that was sent to us. The majority lead-
er and I had discussions on that. We
didn’t take that up. I thought that was
probably the right thing for the major-
ity leader to do, to not take it up.

Again, the majority leader says he is
engaged. I would hope he uses his good
office to get us to a place where we can
pass a bill in a bipartisan fashion as,
during my 34 years, has normally been
the case. That extends for a significant
period of time—no less than 5 years—at
levels that are necessary to meet the
infrastructure needs of this country,
both from an economic standpoint and
a national security standpoint.

I yield to my friend if he wants to
say anything further. If not, Mr.
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Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

———
ADJOURNMENT FROM  FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 11, 2015, TO TUES-

DAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2015; AND
HOUR OF MEETING ON WEDNES-
DAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2015

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 3 p.m. on Tuesday, September
15, 2015; and, further, when the House
adjourns on that day, it adjourn to
meet at noon on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 16, 2015, for morning-hour de-
bate and 2 p.m. for legislative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

WORLD SUICIDE PREVENTION
WEEK

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of National Suicide Prevention
Week.

Unfortunately, in the past several
years, we have witnessed an increase in
suicides among our Active-Duty mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and our vet-
erans populations.

Prior to my tenure in Congress, 1
served nearly three decades addressing
the mental health needs of individuals
who have suffered life-changing disease
and disability. This is an issue I remain
passionate about, particularly when
addressing the mental health of those
who place their lives on the line in
serving this great Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I remain confident this
body can do right by our servicemem-
bers and veterans. A part of that is ad-
vancing the Medical Evaluation Parity
for Servicemembers Act, which is in-
tended to improve suicide prevention
by instituting a mental health assess-
ment for all new military recruits,
which will then be used as a baseline
throughout their military careers. This
was included in the 2016 National De-
fense Authorization.

Our dedication to this cause is the
least we can do for those who have sac-
rificed so much for their Nation.

————

COMMEMORATING THE BRAVE
MEN AND WOMEN LOST ON 9/11

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the brave men
and women lost on September 11.

Last week, I visited a windswept
meadow in Somerset County, Pennsyl-
vania, just outside my district, which,
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until 14 years ago, had little meaning
for this country.

At 10 a.m. that day, the quiet of that
field was shattered as 40 Americans
successfully thwarted an attack on the
Nation’s capital. They, like 2,700 other
individuals that day, lost their lives as
a result of acts of raw evil. Quiet has
returned to that field, but, today, there
exists at the site a memorial and a new
visitor center that opened yesterday.

I visited the site last week, and it
amazed me how fresh the memories of
that horrible day remain. The remem-
brances are unforgettable, from the
timeline embedded within the walk
that follows Flight 93’s path—8:46 a.m.,
9:03 a.m., 9:37 a.m.—to the words of the
passengers from phone calls that were
made that day.

Let’s draw inspiration from the brave
sacrifices made by so many Americans
that day; and let’s, today, renew the
commitment we all felt in the days
after September 11 to reinvigorate,
heal, and strengthen our Nation.

——

IRAN DEAL

(Mr. BABIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, on this day,
the 14th anniversary of the terrible at-
tack of 9/11/2001, I rise to strongly op-
pose the deeply flawed, dangerous, and
unacceptable deal that President
Obama has struck with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and its leader, Ayatollah
Khamenei. To even stand here in the
people’s House of the greatest nation
on Earth and discuss this course of ac-
tion taken by the President is both
shameful and embarrassing for our
country.

The Islamic Republic of Iran is the
world’s leading sponsor of terrorism.
They have the blood of thousands of
American soldiers on their hands. They
lead chants of ‘‘death to America,”
whom they call the Great Satan, and
burn our flag in their streets. They de-
clared just last week, with certainty,
that Israel, whom they call the Little
Satan, will be wiped off the map in no
less than 25 years. This plan allows
Iran to build a nuclear bomb in no less
than 15 years. You do the math.

The President’s deal with a terrorist
nation allows them to continue their
nuclear program and gives them over
$150 billion to fund worldwide ter-
rorism.

A vote for this deal, with all of its
dire implications for the future of our
children and grandchildren, could well
be the most regrettable vote that a
Member of Congress will ever take in
his career.

————
FALLEN FIREFIGHTERS

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in memory of
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