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other side of the road. They went their 
own way. They did nothing. 

The United States cannot be silent 
and walk on the other side of the road 
while Christians worldwide are beaten, 
beheaded, and brutalized because they 
are Christians. We must be that beacon 
that shines in proud protection of reli-
gious freedom for all—including Chris-
tians. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO THE 
HONORABLE RON PAUL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, one of my 
dearest friends, and a man nationally 
known for his knowledge and wisdom 
on so many subjects, recently cele-
brated his 80th birthday on August 20. 
That special friend is Ron Paul. 

Those who had the pleasure to serve 
with Ron know how he served with un-
wavering principles. Whether he was 
fighting the Federal Reserve, speaking 
out against unnecessary war, or de-
fending life, Ron Paul lived out the 
principles he holds dear and upheld the 
Constitution. That is why I supported 
him when he ran for the President of 
the United States of America. 

Mr. Speaker, it was Ron Paul who 
started the Liberty Caucus, of which I 
am still a member. I will always re-
member very fondly when we met in 
his office in the Cannon Building for 
lunch meetings. He would invite speak-
ers who were expert in everything from 
monetary policy to foreign policy. We 
all got so much out of those Liberty 
Caucus meetings. 

He helped me and many of my col-
leagues have a better understanding of 
monetary policy, what are good poli-
cies and what are bad policies. Too 
many times our leaders don’t under-
stand the impact and complexities of 
monetary policy. Mr. Speaker, it is ob-
vious, with our growing debt of $18.3 
trillion, that our leadership in both 
parties should call on Ron Paul and 
ask his advice. 

In my 20 years in Congress, I have 
not had a better friend than Ron Paul. 
I have always been able to count on 
Ron as both a personal and professional 
confidant. 

In his many years as a ‘‘citizen pa-
triot,’’ as his son United States Sen-
ator RAND PAUL calls him, the cause of 
liberty has never had a better friend 
than Ron Paul. Ron is a great fighter 
for the Constitution; and even though 
he is out of public office, his fight is 
just as strong today as ever. 

I’m sure many of my colleagues in 
the House would join me in wishing a 
belated happy birthday to Ron Paul, 
my dear friend, and a friend of the Con-
stitution. 

f 

U.S. FORESTRY BUDGET 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, this has been, once again, 
a really catastrophic wildfire season. 
In fact, we saw the loss of lives of indi-
viduals who serve our country in the 
United States Forest Service, and so 
we certainly keep them and their fam-
ily members in our thoughts and pray-
ers. 

It is time that we address this issue 
in terms of the expansive fires that we 
have seen. The administration has been 
very vocal for the need to provide more 
funding to combat more wildfires and 
also stop more fire-borrowing from the 
Forest Service budget. As a matter of 
fact, there was a press release yester-
day regarding the administration’s let-
ter to Congress addressing the budget 
issue. 

I agree there needs to be a solution, 
but fixing the budget is not the final 
solution. However, addressing the fire- 
borrowing will not solve the problem 
alone. 

Mr. Speaker, in 1995, fighting 
wildfires consumed one-sixth of the 
Forest Service budget. In 2015, this Au-
gust, it is consuming one-half, 50 per-
cent, of the Forest Service budget. We 
have to address, though, the root cause 
of this problem, which is not just 
warmer temperatures, but it is largely 
the fuel load, the fire load, from the 
lack of active management, insuffi-
cient active management, in our na-
tional forests. 

It is also very important that the 
Forest Service have the ability to ex-
pediently treat national forest acres 
for forest health and wildfire preven-
tion. The Agriculture Committee 
passed through the House H.R. 2647. I 
was very proud to be a cosponsor of 
that bill and managed that bill on the 
floor. It passed with bipartisan sup-
port. This bill is called the Resilient 
Federal Forests Act of 2015. This legis-
lation is an earnest attempt to give the 
Forest Service more authority and 
much-needed flexibility to deal with 
these challenges of process, funding, 
litigation, necessary timber har-
vesting, and much-needed active man-
agement in our national forests. 

Now, the Obama administration 
strongly opposes this legislation de-
spite, yesterday, in an Agriculture 
oversight hearing where we heard from 
the Under Secretary words like ‘‘col-
laborative’’ and the ‘‘need for expedited 
NEPA,’’ which is a national environ-
mental assessment. It doesn’t mean 
there is no assessment; it just does it 
in an efficient way. It provides what is 
necessary, not overregulation, pro-
viding more categorical exclusions to 
NEPA. Those were all things the Under 
Secretary said that this administration 
is supportive of. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, those are all 
things in this bill, and yet the adminis-
tration, for whatever reason I have a 
hard time understanding, is opposed to 
this bill. 

One of the solutions here, obviously, 
is to do good, active timbering. I want 

to come back, Mr. Speaker, to those 
years, 1995, where one-sixth of the For-
est Service budget was consumed for 
fighting wildfires—and that is a lot, 
one-sixth. That year, they generated 
3.8 billion board-feet of timber. That 
was the harvesting that took place. 
Just 7 years prior to that, we were har-
vesting 12.7 billion board-feet. That 
was the high in recent decades, in 1987. 

As you can imagine, when you are 
doing that much harvesting, you are 
reducing the fuel load. You are reduc-
ing the risk. Fire needs oxygen, it 
needs fuel, and it needs some type of 
energy to ignite it. If you take away 
the fuel, any of those three triangles, 
as a long-time firefighter, I can tell 
you that is how you prevent fires. Yet 
today, August 2015, where we are spend-
ing one-half of the Forest Service 
budget, we are taking money out of 
timbering programs and multiuse pro-
grams, they are only producing 2.4 bil-
lion board-feet from our forests. 

Now, you look at what is the value of 
that? So you take the difference be-
tween where we were at a high of 12.7 
billion board-feet—and that wasn’t at a 
sustainable rate; we were growing 
much more timber than what we were 
cutting even in 1987—so that is a dif-
ference of 10.3 billion board-feet. 

How do we put an economic value on 
that? Well, if you just look at what the 
most recent average is for board-foot of 
timber harvested in national forests, 
Mr. Speaker, and you calculate that 
difference, if we would be harvesting 
and active timbering, active manage-
ment the way we should, just looking 
at that 1987 standard—which is well 
below what we potentially could be 
cutting—that is $169 billion in revenue 
coming into the Treasury of the United 
States. 

Our national forests are meant to be 
resources that provide for our Nation. 
With $169 billion, do you know what, I 
think we would have the resources to 
fight the fires. But if we were truly 
timbering where we should be, we 
wouldn’t be having those fires. 

The U.S. Forest Service did recently 
announce that it has already surpassed 
its more than $1 billion budget for 
fighting wildfires and that it will have 
to transfer an additional $450 million 
from programs which benefit national 
forests across the Nation. This is the 
eighth time since 2002 that the service 
has had to transfer such funds because 
of wildfire costs. Such transfers take 
money directly out of timber har-
vesting and salvage logging, rec-
reational activities, grants to States, 
and even funding for fire suppression. 

There is a better way to do things. I 
look forward to working with our For-
est Service, and I encourage the Obama 
administration to support that. 

Mr. Speaker, I agree with many of my col-
leagues that these wildfires should be treated 
as natural disasters and the Forest Service 
needs budget flexibility. 

This is why I strongly support H.R. 167, the 
Wildfire Disaster Funding Act. 

Avoiding these funding transfers, keeping 
funding where it belongs, and increasing our 
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harvest are critical first steps in getting our na-
tion forests on track. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 14 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HARRIS) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God of the universe, we 
give You thanks for giving us another 
day. We thank You that You give us a 
share in Your creative work, having 
endowed each with unique and impor-
tant talents. 

On this day, we ask Your blessing on 
the men and women of the people’s 
House, who have been entrusted with 
the care of this great Nation’s people. 
Because of the great blessings You 
have bestowed on our Nation, may we 
embrace the opportunity to build a bet-
ter world beyond our borders as well. 

Bless all those who work in the Na-
tion’s Capitol. May their work be ap-
preciated by the American people, for 
their faithfulness in service to our Na-
tion is truly edifying. 

May all that they do this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. 
ASHFORD) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. ASHFORD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

HELPING FAMILIES IN MENTAL 
HEALTH CRISIS ACT 

(Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, over the last few years, I have 
met with thousands of families of those 
with mental illness. Their number one 
concern is how the current system 
shuts them out. 

Debbie and Chaz Mahoney lost their 
son Chuckie to suicide in 2002. Al-
though Chuckie sought counseling 
from his college and showed signs of 
mental crisis, his parents knew noth-
ing about his struggle. The Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 
also known as FERPA, kept Chuckie’s 
parents in the dark. 

The Mahoneys aren’t alone. Each 
day, millions of families experience the 
same tragic frustration. Schools will be 
sure to remind you when the tuition 
check arrives, but because of FERPA, 
when it comes to your child’s mental 
health, you only receive a call when it 
is too, too late. 

This Suicide Prevention Month, Con-
gress can fix this problem. The Helping 
Families in Mental Health Crisis Act 
allows doctors to provide limited, but 
crucial, information concerning indi-
viduals with a serious mental illness to 
known caregivers. To save their lives 
and protect their rights to treatment, I 
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
2646. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we have 
only 7 legislative days left until an-
other unnecessary, costly, and entirely 
preventable government shutdown. 

We need to negotiate an agreement 
to replace the sequester with a respon-
sible alternative. Because Republicans 
have refused to start these negotia-
tions, I have talked to Mrs. LOWEY, the 
ranking member on the Appropriations 
Committee, and I have talked to Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, the ranking member on 
the Budget Committee, and I have 
talked to Mr. MCCARTHY, but we have 
had no discussions on how to keep the 
government open just 8 legislative days 
from now. 

If the government were to shut down, 
as it did in 2013, it would cost our econ-
omy billions of dollars and put our na-
tional security at risk. Hundreds of 
thousands of public service workers 
would be furloughed, and millions of 
people would be cut off from critical 
programs and services. 

Many Republicans are urging their 
leadership not to risk a shutdown. Rep-
resentative CHARLIE DENT of Pennsyl-
vania said, ‘‘I don’t think we need to do 
a replay of 2013. It would be an enor-
mous tactical and strategic blunder.’’ 
Indiana Senator DAN COATS, a conserv-
ative Republican, called a shutdown a 
failed tactic for political purposes that 
is not going to succeed. 

I urge my Republican colleagues to 
stop threatening a shutdown—not all 
of them, but some of them—and to, in-

stead, take action to keep the govern-
ment open as we work to reach an 
agreement on a budget that replaces 
the sequester and funds our Nation’s 
priorities responsibly. 

f 

NUCLEAR IRAN DEAL MERITS 
SENATE’S ‘‘NUCLEAR’’ OPTION 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
this week, I am circulating a letter to 
my House colleagues that asks the 
Senate to drop the 60-vote requirement 
for consideration of the Iran deal. 

The American people sent us to Con-
gress to represent their interests and 
to take actions that benefit our great 
country. 

Yet, time and time again, we hear 
from our constituents that Congress is 
not listening or is incapable of per-
forming its basic responsibilities as a 
legislature. 

Our request to eliminate the fili-
buster for some votes simply under-
scores that, in a democracy, the major-
ity should decide. 

It is time to send a strong signal to 
this administration that it can no 
longer disregard the will of the Amer-
ican people and their representatives in 
Congress. 

I urge my colleagues to sign this let-
ter that asks for a majority vote on the 
Iran deal in the Senate. 

f 

AVOID A GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. ASHFORD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, today, 
we face another government shutdown, 
another government shutdown that 
threatens our economy. 

And what is this potential shutdown 
about? 

It is about Congress trying to dictate 
to women in my community which 
healthcare providers they can and can-
not see to get care. 

Let me set the record straight. 
Planned Parenthood of the Heartland 

provides vital preventive care to 
women in my community. Last year, 
Planned Parenthood of the Heartland 
served nearly 10,000 patients. 

They conducted over 4,000 cervical 
and breast cancer screenings and over 
13,000 tests for sexually transmitted in-
fections. They provided prenatal care, 
pregnancy testing, and other preven-
tive health services. 

They are an active supporter of the 
national campaign to prevent teen and 
unplanned pregnancy, and they even 
have licensed adoption professionals on 
site to help women navigate the steps 
of adoption. 

I am a strong believer that education 
regarding women’s health prevents 
abortions. We must come together and 
work in a spirit of bipartisanship to 
avoid this government shutdown. 
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